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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 

A T a period like the prefent, when fhr fabric 
•* *• reared by the hands of tyranny and fuprrftition 
is falling to pieces; when men, more enlightened, 
have the courage to think for themfclves, unawed 
by the threats of arbitrary power j and when the 
flame of liberty, kindled by the lamp of fcience, 
extends it influence even to thofe who before crouched 
under the rod of defpotifm, any work that tends to 
promote candor, liberality of fentiment, and re. 
Iigious toleration, mud be acceptable to that parr, 
at lead, of the public, who, cherilhing principles 
of humanity and juflice, confider all mankind as 
brethren. 

Long—too long have religion and politicks divid¬ 
ed thofe who ought to have only one common objeil 
in view, that of edablidiing peace and happinefs in 
the world ; and invidious diftinftions, kept up by 
ignorance and prejudice, have ferved to make the 
breach dill wider. In all well regulated focieties. 
It IS evident there mud be fome d, (Terence in the 
fituation of individuals, and a certain gradation of 
rank, in order to imprefs the minds of the people 
with a higher idea of the dignity of government ■, 
but, undoubtedly, there is no neerffity for excluding 
particular bodies of men, merely hecaufe they wor- 
fhip God after their own manner, from the enjoyment 
of thofe natural rights, which no power on earth 
can annihilate, and which ought to be equally ex- 
A * tended 
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iv preface. 

traded to all, „ fa, as is confident with ,he general 

' ,.,r, of people have fuffered more in this re- 
, N '° t . n thc Tews. Perfecuted almoft in every 
country of Euroje, oppreffed by tyranny, and loaded 
wi ,h contempt by tgnorance, they have dragged out 
, n.elancholy exiflence amidft mifery and diftrefs. 
Confide red by illiberality, like the Diffcntcrs in 
England, as a dangerous fefl, they have been ex¬ 
cluded from any fl.are in thofc governments to the 
fupport of which they contribute by their induflry ; 
and while the hand of oppreflion is ra.fed up againft 
them they are compelled to commit crimes, which 
are the natural tefult of the treatment they ex- 

perience. , 

Senfible of this, the Royal Society of Arts and 
Sciences at Meta, propofed as a priae queftion, the 
fubjefl of thc following eflay. The Abbe Gregoire, 
a member of that learned body, and of the prefent 
national alTembly of France, was the fuccefsful can¬ 
didate, and undoubtedly his labors do as much 
honor to his head as his heart—equally difptay the 
warmth of his benevolence, and the extent of his 
learning.—How far thc plan which he propofes for 
reforming the Jews may be practicable, or what 
effects may arife from its being carried into execu¬ 
tion, the tranflator docs not pretend to determine; 
nor will he venture to fay, whether it will be at¬ 
tempted; but, whatever may be the event, he cannot 
help thinking this work highly worthy of attention, 
as it contains a copious fund of information refpccfc- 
ing thefe unfortunate people, and confidering it *n 
this point of view, he has taken the liberty of pre- 
fcntii g it to thc public in an Englifh drefs. 
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dead bodies and mi*. Thefe mifcrablc people 
then faw their temple burned their due. 
rafed, their capital reduced to afhes and them 
body politic diflolvcd. Become the fport of 
fortune, and outcafts from the earth, always 
tofled about between death and the fword, they 
imagined that the meafure of their calamities 
was°complcated; but in this they were de¬ 
ceived. A Roman Emperor ftill added to the 
preceding cruelties: fire, famine, and the fword 
defiroyed nearly four millions of Jews under 
the reign of Adrian, comprehending five 
hundred and eighty thoufand butchered in the 
revolt of Barchochebas (i); and the few who 
efcapcd were deprived of the confolation of 
contemplating, even at a difiancc, the ruins of 
Jcrufalcm trod under foot by the Gentiles. 
Before this period, they were feen, covered 
w ith rags, travelling midft fighs and lamenta¬ 
tions the Mount of Olives and the remains of 
their temple. They were reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of being econoinifts in their mifery ( 2 ), 
to purchafc this favor from the avarice of the 
foldicry. At this price they obtained as a An¬ 
gular indulgence, permifiion to go thither and 

( 1 ) The Notes will be found it the End of (lie Text. 

weep 


( 3 ) 

weep on the anniverfary of the Tacking 0 f 
their city; and the Jews were obliged to pay 
for the right of (hedding tears in thafe places 
where they had purchafcd and filed the blood 
of Jcfus Chrift. 

To add to their difaftcr, they were forced 
to quit for ever a country to which they were 
attached by fo many flrong tics, and which 
the mod powerful attractions rendered dear 
to their hearts. In tearing thcmfelves from 
thofc fpots which had been the fccncs of their 
carlieft years, to which they continually turned 
their eyes, but which they were never again 
to behold, they difperfed thcmfelves into every 
corner of the globe to beg for flicker. With 
trembling they went to kifs the feet of nations 
who raifed them up only to opprefs them, 
and among w hom they efcaped torture merely 

becaufe they were defpifod; their fighs even 
were confidcrcd as the voice of rebellion; and 
popular fury, kindled up like a conflagration, 
overran whole provinces to maflacrc them. 

1 hey were afraid of feeing the horrid butchery 
of Alexandria and Cscfarea renewed, when 
the moments neccflary for the executioners to 
breathe were the only intervals in which they 
* crc expo fed to carnage. 

® 2 Amidfl 
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Amidft thefc horrors, the fovcrcign autho¬ 
rity fometimes beheld them with an eye of 
peace, and the Jews, more or lefs harrafled 
under the Pagan l’rinces, had often occafion 
to be thankful for the good will of the Chnf- 
tian Emperors towards them, till the time of 
Theodofius II. Honorius had even granted 
them liberty of confcicncc; but his edict, and 
feveral others inferred in the Theodofian code, 
by forbidding the Jews to be opprefled, clearly 
proves that they were ill-treated. Their pri- 
vileges were only momentary conccflions, from 
which they derived no other advantage than 
that of not being accounted beads of burden. 
Befidcs, the weaknefs of the Roman empire, 
borne down by its own weight, had enervated 
the laws, and popular hatred, never extin- 
guifhed by ordonances, not being fupprefled 
by force, continually renewed its pcrfccutions, 
which were even permitted and authorifed by 
legifiators. 

If ever any people, who emigrated from the 
north to the fouth, deferved the name of bar¬ 
barians, the Wifgoths arc undoubtedly entitled 
to that appellation. Feeling reader, open their 
code (3), and you will there find written in 
Woody charaders, what ferocious minds dic¬ 
tated 


( S ) 

tated againft a people whom they ftylcd a delrf- 
UiblcteQ., becaufe they were dcteficd.and whom 
they funk to a rank, 1 had almoft faid, below 
that of brutes. 

When other nations became occupied with 
their own misfortunes, their hatred againft the 
Jews fubfided, and the Hebrew people were 
expofed then only to common misfortunes; 
they enjoyed a few moments of peace; but 
the rage of their enemies, laid afteep for fome 
time, was revived during the Crufades, and 
the population of the Jews feemed to have 
encreafcd only to fumifti new vi&ims. At 
Rouen they were llaughtercd without regard 
to fex or age (4) ; fifteen hundred of them 
were burnt at Stralburgh; thirteen hundred 
at Maycnce (5); and the flames being com¬ 
municated to the city, it was in great danger 
of being reduced to allies. At Treves and 
York the Jews thcinfclves ftabbed their wives 
and children, faying, that they chofc rather 
to fend them to Abraham's bofom, than to de¬ 
liver them into the hands of the Chriftians; 
and as they could fly into no quarter without 
being expofed to certain death, they rcfolvcd 
to deltroy them themfclvcs, in order that they 
might efcapc thofe torments which were pre- 
B 3 pared 
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( 6 ) 

pared for them. Twelve thoufand, according 
to Aventin, were (Uughtered in Bavana (6). 
All Europe, and chiefly Germany, became a 
theatre of cruelty, in a word, the wars of 
Outremer, which fo many people judge of 
from hearfay, arc conftdcred in the Jewilh 
hiftory as the mod difaftcrous epoch after the 
dcftru&ion of Jerufalem. St. Bernard, after 
preaching in fupport of the Crufadcs, was 
extremely zealous in exclaiming againft the 
cruelty of the Ctufaders, and not contented 
with writing very pathetic letters on this fub- 
jetf (7), he haftened to Germany, where he 
afforded an efficacious protection to the Jews, 
by the influence which his character, learning, 
and virtues gave him. 

The clergy are often accufed of entertaining 
a fpirit of pcrfccution: this aflertion is eaftly 
made, and numbers of people delight to re¬ 
peat it, without having a juft idea of tolera¬ 
tion, and even without being able to diftinguifh 
thedifferent acceptations of the word. Were 
this accufation as true as it is falfe, the hiftory 
of the Jews would furnifh us with an excep¬ 
tion. Though continually pcrfecutcd, they 
were fcldom perfecutcd by the clergy , for we 
muft not judge of their fpirit from that of 

the 


( 7 ) 

the Spanifli Inquifition. Were it even proved 
that St. Cyrille of Alexandria, milled by an 
inconfidcrate zeal, treated them with cruelty 
in that city (8), from one error ought we to 
draw a general conclufion ? If an Agobard of 
Lyons, irritated againft the Jews (9), is 
quoted to us, we can mention a Sidonius Apo- 
linaris, Bifhop of Clermont, intimately con¬ 
nected with them, and adding one good office 
to another in their favor, a Ecrrcol, Bifhop of 
Uzcs, admitting them to his table, and load¬ 
ing them with prefents, a St. Hilary, of 
Arles, regretted by the Jews, who in crowds 
attended his funeral, mingled their tears with 
thofc of the Chriftians, and chanted Hebrew 
hymns in honor of his memory (10). At May- 
ence and Spires, we fhall find prelates fheltcr- 
ing them from the fury of the Crufadcrs, and 
caufing the aflaffins to be hanged. Bafnagc is 
undoubtedly carried away by the force of truth, 
when he boafts of the conftant humanity of 
the Popes towards the Jews, who have fomc- 
times repaid them with ingratitude. The en¬ 
lightened zeal of Peter’s fucceflors protected 
the remains of Ifracl, and we muft admire 
the courage with which St. Gregory the Great 
armed himfclf in their defence. We read 
B 4 alfo 
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ilfo with plea fu re an cpirtlc of Alexander II. 
addrefled to the Bilhops of France, who had 
condemned the outrages exercifed again ft the 
Jews ; ahd this monument will do eternal ho¬ 
nor to the memory of the Roman Pontiff and 
of the French bilhops. In 1335, Gregory IX. 
wrote in their favor to St. Louis. Two other 
letters of his, addrefled to all Chriftians, pafs 
a fcverc cenfurc upon thofc who, under the 
cloak of religion, concealed their avarice in 
order to harrals the Jews ; and he there bids 
them copy the example of his predeceflors, 
who had declared themfclves their defenders. 
In 1247, Innocent IV. wrote to vindicate 
them from thofc crimes which were laid to 
their charge; and faid, that they were more 
mifcrablc under Chrillian princes than their 
forefathers had been under Pharaoh (11). 
Whilft they were maflacrcd without mercy in 
every part of Europe, Avignon became their 
afylum; and Gement VI. their protedtor, 
omitted nothing that could tend to foften the 
lot of the pcrfccuted, and to difarm the fury 
of their pcrfccutors. 

When the feudal fyftcm was cftablilhcd, 
the Jews, involved in the revolutions of other 
people, changed like them their exigence in 

civil 


( 9 ) 

civil fociety. After the ninth century they 
began in every part of Europe to wear the 
chains of flavery, which fubjeded them to as 
many tyrants as there were lords. Let us 
hear what the author of a work, entitled 
Public Felicity, fays; nothing can be more 
happily exprefled than the following paflage: 
“ Under the feudal government, the Jews 
« paid enormous capitations; when any of 
“ them wilhed to become a Oirilfian, he 
“was permitted; but he was obliged to 
“ indemnify his lord : he was a foul refeued 
“ from hell, but a body to re-imburfe the 
“ world. Such was the oppreflive fpirit 
« which then prevailed, when a converfion 
“ was conlidered as a bankruptcy, and when 
“ even paradife did not jraffefs the right of 
“ afylum." (12J What dreadful injufticc, to 
confifcate the wealth of thefe unfortunate 
people, wlicfl they were converted, and to 
torment them when they continued firmly 
attached to their religion! The fovereigns of 
fomc countries, above all, the Emperors of 
Germany, often contcllcd with particular 
princes, and various Hates of the empire, the 
right of receiving the Jews; by the golden 
bull, it was entirely confined to the electors. 

Had 
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( 10 ) 

Had the policy of potentates been more 
penetrating, they would have prudently op. 
pofed the Jews to the plundering and un- 
tradable fpirit of their great vaflals, who 
often revolted, and were always difpofcd to 
rebellion. With more intelligence and energy, 
Louis the Mild, an avowed protcdlor of 
the Jewifh nation, by whom he was beloved, 
might have with much advantage moved 
that fpring, which in the courfe of time was 
in part the caufc of the creation of the third 
cftatc.* This is a paradoxical truth, which at 
prefent we can only mention, referving the full 
explanation of it till a future opportunity. 

Servitude did not always prevent the 
Jews from becoming the polTeflbrs of land. 
We even find that in France they were the 
owners of vaft domains; (13) but it may be 
readily perceived, that it was a matter of no 
great difficulty to deprive thofc of their 
wealth, who were not matters of their own 
perfons. The Crufaders had dettroyed the 
Jews, under the name of religion, in order 
to acquire fome right to plunder them, and 
their ufurious practices, which were too real, 


1 Tka-etal.—T. 


ferved 


( »» ) 


ferved as a pretence to princes to plunder 
them in their turn. Avarice fometimes fuf- 
pended the paroxifms of its hatred ; a policy 
equally abfurd as barbarous, calculated how 
much more it could extort from them by 
opprettion; and lattly, haired united to 
avarice, killed that -goofc which laid the 
golden eggs, and then perceived that they 
had formed their calculations erroneoutty. 

They generally firft confifcated their ettates, 
and after beginning by thefe, Philip Auguttus, 
who baniihed them from France to recall 
them again, permitted them to fell their 
pcrfonal property only; but the people tak¬ 
ing advantage of the circumftances of the 
moment, refufed to purchafe them, or to pay 
for them. Thefe poor people were even 
ttripped of the fmall quantity of money 
which they had remaining, (14) and fevcral 
of them perifhed for want of food. The 
reigns of three of our kings, Philip Auguttus, 
Philip the Fiandfome, and Philip the Tall, 
are marked with chandlers of blood in the 
annals of the Jews. (15) Juftice, if we can 
honor it with that name, fliarpened the fword, 
and gave the fignal of bloodlhcd and (laugh¬ 
ter. The Jews of Bretagne having ruined 

the 
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the farmers, undoubtedly incurred the am- 
madvcriion of government; but we ncvcr- 
thclcfs Biudder when wc read the cdift pub. 
UBicd in i J39, by John Ic Roux, the Duke 
of that Province, on the requifition of the 
three orders of the Breton nation. He ba- 
nilhcd the Jews from his Bates, difeharged 
their debtors, permitted thofe who had any 
of their cffctfU to keep them, and forbade 
any one to be acculcd w ho before that period 
had killed a Jew. (16) This was as if he 
had faid to thefc people, I have deprived 
you of every thing, your country, your honor, 
your riches, and even your title to the pity 
of the public; I will grant you life, but if 
you find elfewhere, as here, breads fteeled 
■gainrt pity, y OU muft expire in the con- 
vulfions of defpair. If Nero was a monftcr, 
what was John le Roux ? 

Wcmuft not fuppofc that they were treated 
in other placet with more humanity. If they 
were hanilhed, they were certain before they 
quitted the country, of meeting with every 
kind of outrage or tormcnr, and even death. 
If they were recalled, it was to be expofed to 
tnienr kind of humiliation, and to tortures a 
uwulsnd times worfc than death. At Tbou- 

loufc 


( *3 ) 

toufe they were beat thrice every vear, ac¬ 
cording to law, and it was undoubtedly 
thought an honor to difeharge this infernal 
commiffion, iince a V ifeount dc Rochcchou- 
art, to whom this bufinefs had been delegated, 
performed it with (b much vigour, that he 
dalhcd out the brains of a wretched Jew, 
who expired at his feet. (17) It has been 
pretended, that this circumflance is exagge¬ 
rated, on account of the phyfical impolfi- 
bility of opening the cranium with a blow ; 
but it is to be obferved, that it was at the 
time of a tournament, and that he perhaps 
made ufc of a gauntlet. If wc even fupprefs 
the half of this account, we Hull Bill have 
fufficient caufe for being Blocked. At Be¬ 
ziers they were Boned from the city on Palm 
Sunday, and durB not venture to appear in 
it again till Eafier. In England, a Jew was 
chofen every year, in order that his teeth 
might be pulled our, bccaufe King John, 
ftylcd Lack-land, being defirous of extorting 
a fum of money from an opulent Jew, con¬ 
demned him to lofe a tooth every day, tilt 
he opened his purfe, which he did not do till 
the eighth day, after he had loB eight of his 
teeth. Henry 111 . of that country, fold all 

the 
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ihc Jews in the kingdom to his brother 
Richard, as the hiftorian fays, {17) that the 
Ear! might tear out the bowels of tbofefrom whom 
be had only /tripped off the- /bin. The axe was 
every where lifted up againft their heads. 
The plague having broke out in Sardinia, 
four thoufand Jews were fent thither to be¬ 
come vitftims to the contagion. In 1391, 
the Emperor Vcnccflas having equally dif- 
charged the cities and nobility from the debts 
thej owed the Jews, all Germany took ad¬ 
vantage of that opportunity to butcher 
them. (19) Spain then cxercifed the fame 
barbarity towards them, and an hundred 
years after Portugal followed its example. 
For three days fuccelTivcly, Lilbon was in¬ 
toxicated with the plcafurc of flaughtering 
them ; foinc were tied alive to dead bodies 
and others were burnt in heaps. Mczcn- 
tius and Phalaris, Cortez and Ardcts, never 
invented mure (hocking tortures. 

Let us now turn towards the Iiaft, to fich 
« the fight of the like horrors! What could 
c> expect from the Mahometans, who held 

bctTccnth 01 '/ 1 ^ 10 ' 1 '' Bya " agrccment nia dc 
f c J cws and the Sophi, if t h c Mcf- 

ppeared within feventy y ears , a ]| p crfla 


( »5 ) 

was to profefs Judaifm, if not, the jews were 
to embrace the religion of Mahomet. Abbas 
II. in fearching his iegiftcrs found this treaty, 
and for three years the Jews were pcrfccutcd 
with furv, and mafiacred without pity (20). 
To relate all the cruelties of this nature with 
which people have difgraced their hiftory, 
would fill whole volumes. The Rabbis, 
therefore, fay, in the true Kabinnical ftyle, 
that in thefe d i llerent ^perfects! ions fo much 
blood of the holy nation was (lied that it form¬ 
ed torrents, which carried with them into tire 
fca, to the dittancc of more than a league, 
rocks three hundred feet in circumference! 

As it is ncccflary to fpeak to the feelings as 
well as to the judgement, thefe preliminary 
details will not be ufelcfs; by puttingthe Jews 
in mind of the mildnefs of the governments 
under which they live at prefent their fouls 
will doubtlcfs be awakened to gratitude, and 
by recalling to the remembrance of Chnllians 
the crimes of their fathers, they will fee what 
remains lor them to do in order to expiate 
them. Let us remember that the Jews yet 
fcarcely begin to breathe; that from the Pick¬ 
ing of Jcrufalcm to the fixteenth century, 
there are few countries in which they have 
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not been fucccflively banilhed, recalled, ba- 
ni(hcd again; plundered, maflacrcd or burnt; 
and we may even extend to the prefcnt day the 
duration of their misfortunes. The whole 
world in fury has attacked the remains of this 
nation; their happicft lituation has at mod al¬ 
ways been when they (hed only tears, and the 
univerfe has been ting'd with their blood. We 
never mention the maflacrc of St. Bartholo¬ 
mew without horror; but the Jews have been 
an hundred times vidfims in more tragical 
feenes—and who were their murderers? 


C H A P- 
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CHAPTER II. 

'Refiettion: on the Di/perfun of the Je ws. 

T”L difperfion of the Jews is a lingular 
event in the hiftory of mankind. Great 
nations have been fwallowcd up in great revo¬ 
lutions. Some remains of them form at pre- 
lent detached tribes, but not numerous, who 
arc difpcrfcd throughout their ancient coun¬ 
tries, or into a few corners of the earth. The 
Cyganis, or gypfics, arc only w andering hordes 
in the forcfls of Hungary and Moldavia, or 
in the villages of Spain; the Brebcrcs are 
found no where but in Barbary ; and the Ba¬ 
nians and Guebrcs only in fome parts of the 
Part; whereas the breath of divine ven¬ 
geance has difpcrfcd the children of Jacob 
over the whole furface of the globe. Foolilh 
credulity has fpoken of a wandering Jew, but 
they arc all fo. Subdued by the Aflyrians, the 
Perfians, the Mcdcs, the Greeks, and the 
Romans, thefe powerful nations have difap- 
pcared; and the Jews, whofe feeptre they 
broke, have furvived, with their laws, the 
C wreck 
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energy, and upon which the fprings of honor 

_-Forgive me, ye ions of Ifrael; the 

picture I have drawn is almoft effaced by my 
tears—bur, could I belie all the monuments of 
hiftory ? When I traced out thefc horrid anti- 
thefes, truth and pain guided my pencil, I, 
however, with plcafure repeat, that calumny 
has often aferibed crimes to you without any 
foundation; and if you cannot be exculpated 
from the whole of them, it may be eafily feen 
that we ourfclves, in a great mcafure, were 
the caufc of them. 


C H A P- 


< 21 ) 


CHAPTER III. 

Refutation of fevcral Calumnies t hr oven 
upon the Jews in the middle ages. 

w HAT idea fliould we form of the an¬ 
cient Jews and Chriflians, did w e judge 
of them from the numbcrlcfs writings of the 
Egyptian, Greek, and Roman hiftorians? We 
fhould believe that the firft and real adorers of 
the true God worfhipped the head of an afs : 
that others, in their afTcmblies murdered a 
child, whofe flefh they cat; and that they pol¬ 
luted themfelvcs with inccft, and the moll 
fhocking impurities. Thefc crimes, always 
fuppofed, but never proved—thefc atrocious 
calumnies, fabricated by ignorance or male¬ 
volence, were univcrfally admitted by nations 
w ho were their judges, and parties againft the 
accufed. 

In the dark periods of the middle ages, the 
Jews, punifhed but in the mod dreadful man¬ 
ner for real crimes, differed oftener for crimes 
merely chimerical. They might all have been 
declared forcerers, and reduced to afhes; and 
I know not how it happened, that this expe- 
C 3 dient 
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client efcapcd our ancedors, whofe knowledge 
was equal to their humanity, hwra'ledge they 
certainly pofleffed, for they had lagacity enough 
to fufpedt that the Jews deprived Charles 
VI. of France of his reafon; and that at the 
coronation of one of the Richards in Eng¬ 
land, the fame people had breathed fomc 
noxious poifon upon him. — Humanity, likewife, 
they were not deflitute of ; for in the two cafes 
t above mentioned, the Jews efcaped in France, 
after being banilhed, robbed, abufed, and re¬ 
duced to the utmoft mifery: in England, the 
people were contented with maflacring, for a 
year, all thofc whom they could find, but they 
did not burn them (i). Undcranothcr reign, 
they were fuppofed to be the caufe of a famine 
and pcftilcncc, which dcfolatcd the country. 
In confequence of this opinion, two tents were 
created on the fea-lhore, over one of which was 
placed a crofs, and over the other the figure 
of the pcntateuch; to thefe the poor Jews 
"ere dragged; and, according as they con- 
fented or refufed to become Chriftians, they 
were introduced into thefirfi tent, or into that 
of Mofcs, to be immediately butchered in 
the latter, and thrown into the fca (2). 

But 


( 23 ) 

But the Jews, fay they, poifoned fprings, 
kept up a traitcrous correfpondence with the 
Saracens, facrificed Chriftian children, in- 
fulted the facred hod, &c. Let us here firft 
remark, that profanation, impiety and facrilege, 
arc relative terms, and that their applica¬ 
tion depends on the religious principles of 
each perfon who ufes them. When the 

Spaniards took pofleflion of the beautiful 
mofqucs of Grenada, they were confidcrcd as 
profaners by the Moors, who came to expel 
them. When in the lad century, the French 
wantonly and with laughter, dedroyed the 
fynagoguc at Worms, they were impious in 
the eyes of the Jews, who were perfuaded 
that the name of Jehovah, too facrcd to be 
pronounced, was engraven upon one of the 
walls; and when fanatical Jews dull infult 
the facrcd hod, or the image of our Sa¬ 
viour, we Chridians, enlightened with the 
rays of truth, will, with more judicc, treat 
them as abominable and facrilegious wretches. 
The feverity of thofc Tribunals, which dicw 
their refentment againd fuch attempts, is 
applauded, though the punilhment which 
they inflidl ought to have no relation with 
the truth or falfity of religious principles, 
C 4 and 
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and though the guilty, if they are of a reli¬ 
gion different from that which they have in- 
fulted, ought to be puniihed only as feditious 
perfons, and as having profaned that which 
is held in the higheft refped by the greater 
part of their fellow citizens. 1 he bounds of 
this work will not allow us to enter into a 
profound difeuflion of the hiftorical teftimo- 
nies upon which the Jews are accufcd: this 
talk we muff referve for another opportunity; 
we fliall, therefore, only remark, that in this 
point to afTcrt every thing or deny every thing, 
arc two extremes equally faulty, and which 
two very rcfpcdablc writers have not avoid¬ 
ed. (j) But the following argument will 
always be unanfwerablc. 

Let us allow that fomc Jews of Paris, or 
Cologne, have profaned the molf facrcd things 
of our religion; of this indeed we have in¬ 
controvertible fads, and the city of Saint- 
Dicz preferves a monument of it which ap¬ 
pears to be authentic (4). Let us allow 
alfo, that three or four Jews of Trent, Ha- 
gueneau, Fuldc, Tyrnau, and Pons, once fa- 
crificcd Chriftian children : we can combat 
thtfc afTcrtions, for by whom were they made? 
By Chriftian hiftorians; but even granting 

that 


( ) 

that rage, madnefs, or a defire of revenge 
may have induced fome fanatics (5) to com¬ 
mit thefe cxceffes, are we to confider the 
whole nation as culpable? Bccaufc Angou- 
lemc was the country of Ravillac, w ere the 
inhabitants of that city accomplices in the 
villainy of the regicide? Bccaufc a Jewilli 
phyfician blinded John, King of Bohemia, 
by promifing to cure him of an ophthalmia; 
bccaufc another poifoned Joachim, elector of 
Brandenburgh, and bccaufc Scdccias deftroy- 
cd Charles the Bald in the fame manner, 
mull contemporary Jews and their pofterity 
be refponfiblc for thefe two crimes, as if 
the whole nation had direded the hands of 
the criminals? Mr. dc Boifly has proved that 
the crime of Sedecias is as chimerical as the 
pretended plot of the Jews, to deliver up 
Thouloufc to the Saracens. (6) 

The poifoning of fountains by bundles of 
herbs, or noxious mixtures, forms an accu- 
fation much more abfurd; for, in order to 
commit crimes, people mull be aduated by 
fomc motives, and the hopes of fuccefs. 
But what fuccefs could the Jews exped in 
poifoning, I do not fay the Rhine and the 
Danube, as has been fo ridiculoufty aliened, 

but 
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but fprings which were condantly renewed, 
and from which they thcmfelvcs daily drew 
water ? Afk the phyficians, if at a time w hen 
chemiftry was only in its infancy, a poifon 
was known fufficicntly adtive to produce that 
effect. Can we allow ourfelvcs to be per- 
fuaded, that the Jews, who were fo much 
interefted in living upon good terms with 
other nations, fhould attempt crimes, the 
execution of which was evidently impoflible, 
and which they mult naturally expect would 
produce nothing but new pcrfccutions againft 
them? If men, fays a certain author, act 
foolilhly, contrary to their own intereft, we 
arc at liberry not to comprehend their adtions, 
and to believe them with difficulty. How 
then can people univcrfally believe crimes 
that have never yet been proved? 

To conceive this, fuppofe yourfclf to be 
exilting in the middle ages—thofe brilliant 
ages when the doctors had the fccrct of ex¬ 
plaining every thing. A mortality appears, 
iuch as the plague of i 34 g, which fwepe 
away the third part of the people of Europe; 
the profound fpcculators of the time pro- 
pofc to know, and to make known, the 
caufc of the contagion. They are, how¬ 
ever. 


{( a 7 ) 

ever, far from confulting nature, whilft they 
have in their hands a multitude of treaties de 
imvi fabili. In cafes of ncccffity, they might 
have rccourfe to fympathy, magic, occult 
caufes; but they prefer attributing the ra¬ 
vages of the diftemper to poifon. It is then 
agreed, that the Jews arc the authors of thofe 
fcourges with which it hath plcafed Heaven 
to afflidl the earth ; no one has been a wit- 
nefs to it, but every body afferts it. Befides, 
the Jews fpeak a language unknown to the 
vulgar, and can people fpeak Hebrew unlcfs 
it be to devife plots? They have concerted 
with the Mahometan Princes to deftroy all 
the Chriflians; the execution of this projedl 
is entrufted to the whole Hebrew nation, 
among whom not one is found imprudent; 
they have had ability to difeover and diffufc 
abroad a poifon as much unknown at prefent 
as the neft of the phenix, or malleable glaf*. 
This very fubtle poifon muff have circulated 
in the bowels of the earth, and arifen through 
the winding channels of the fountains, in 
order to corrupt even the fourccs which fup- 
ply their ftreams; for without this precaution, 
the fourcc, continually renewed, would have 
deftroved the activity of the poifon. It was 

alfo 
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alio neceffary, that the Jews, by unanimous j 
confcnt, (hould abftain from the ufc of water, 
in order that they might not become the ; 
vidims of their own crimes. All this is a 
little difficult to be believed ; but people do 
not examine the poflibility of the thing; they 
will not open their eyes to fee that the 
inventors of this palpable calumny w ere thofe 
who owed money to the Jews, and who 
wiffied to get rid of their embarraflment 
without paying it; (7) they began, there¬ 
fore, by butchering them, and left the exa¬ 
mination of their guilt till after their death. 
The hatred entertained againft the accufed. 


made mankind fwallow the mod difgufling 
abfurdities, and contemporary annalills in¬ 
ferred them in their chronicles. Four 
centuries after, an Eifcnmengcr collected the 
whole to form two quarto volumes, which 
may be conlidcrcd as a repolitory of falfe- 
hoods. (8) A Father Daniel adopted what 
they contained; ( 9 ) ,he generality of readers 
reemed thefe facts without weighing them, 
and this they did with more readmefs, as 
hey were attend by an hiftorian, in other 
rerpeds worthy of eredit; and in the prefent 

} “ 15 Wed, that under Philip the Tall, 

the 


( a 9 ) 

the Jews poifoned fountains.—But in what 
ages ?—Precifcly in the fame age in which 
avarice and calumny dragged to the pile the 
venerable grand mailer of the Templars, 
with his knights; (10) and all thefe fads 
are preferved not in the hiflory of tygers, 
but in that of men. Why cannot we by our 
tears efface the pages which contain them ? 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Caufe of the refpeflive Hatred of the feus 
and other Nations. 

'jpHE rcfiftancc of the Jews in their laft 
war againft the Romans, greatly incenfed 
the latter, who took every opportunity of in- i 
fpiring all the people of the empire with their I 
prejudices. The Jews, driven from their | 
country, but continually elevated by the im- I 
pofturc of falfe Mcflias, who added fuel to 
their fanaticifm, could not tamely fubmit to a ' 
foreign yoke, and they preferved, even till • 
the feventh century, a fpirit of fedition which I 
excited hatred againft them. ( j) 

Befidcs, people pardon each other leaf! for 
thinking differently in refpeci to religion, and 
if there be any religion capable ofolfending 
he vanity of thofc who are not followers of 

^Ttthof ubtiti *? atofthe -f ews -*•*- 

mifea barriXVccn his pcopIe'and^lT “ 

five worfhm i , J uda *ltn is an exclu- 

P. and though it impofes the obli- f 

gation 
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gation of univerfal philanthropy, its fingula- 
rity tends to make other men be confidercd 
as odious and profane. (2) As it profefles that 
there is only one God, the Gentiles revolted 
againft a dogma which Tapped the very foun¬ 
dation of paganifm ; bcfidcs, they never fpoke 
of circumcilion, the molt ancient of all rites, 
but with a fmile of derifion, and the paffage 
from ridicule to contempt is immediate. It 
is a principle in morals, that people do not 
hate what they defpife, but the misfortunes 
of the Jews have rendered them an exception. 
Contempt configned them to difgrace, and 
fury to torture. The Chriftians, beholding in 
them the authors of a dcicidc, fometimes for¬ 
got the example of their Founder, who, when 
upon the crofs, implored forgivenefs for his 
executioners. Mahomet at firft fherved a great 
deal of refpeft for the Jews, but this fenti- 
ment foon gave place to fury. His coran was 
filled with violent declamation againft men, 
enemies to his dodrine, and the Muflulmans, 
who argued with the fabre, included the Jews 
in the profeription of all religions different 
from Iflamifin. Length of time gave flrength, 
to this animofity, which became hereditary, 
bccaufc fathers took care to infpirc it into 

their 
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their children. Soon after, it was fuppofed, 
that the Jews, irritated, but too weak to 
oppofc driking vengeance to barbarous op. 
predion, privately oecafioned public misfor. 
tunes, and the vulgar adopting this idea, with¬ 
out examination, madacrcd them in the mod 
brutal manner. The reader will fee hereafter 
how the Jews, forced to follow ufurious prac¬ 
tices, when they became rich, excited envy 
by their opulence, which rendered them dill 
more odious: fuch arc the fourccs of the ha¬ 
tred which the whole world have fworn againd 
the Jcwifli people, and of the perfection 
that has every where followed them. 

The rcfult of thefe events exhibits adion 
and rc-adion. The Jews of the fame fed 
have always been united together, bccaufe 
there was little difproportion among them of 
rank and fortune, and very little luxury. 

1 heir years ofjubilcc brought them very near 
to the primitive equality which civil indi- i 
tutions continually dedroy, and their misfor¬ 
tunes have made this union defer, and 
lengthened its ties. 1 have here traced out a 
picture of the cruelties cxercifed againd thefe 
unfortunate people. Being banidted. pro- 
lcribed, and every where abufed, can they 

entertain 


( 33 ) 

entertain any affedion for their tyrants. They 
mud indeed conceive an averfion to all thofc 
who are leagued againd them, and particularly 
to the Chridians, whom they confidcr as guilty 
intruders, for having eclipfcd their religious 
fplcndor. (3) 
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CHAPTER V. 

Conftant Uniformity oj Opinions and Cuf 
toms among the Jews ; Modification oj 
tbeir Character. 

B OULANGER pretends, that the Jew 
have often abandoned their own cuftomi 
to adopt thofc of other people (i). Anotho I 
very rcfpedablc author allures us, that being 
difperfed in different nations, they have if. 
fumed their character. A Portuguezc Jew of 
Bourdcaux, fays he, and a German Jew of 
Metz, appear both to be abfolutely different j 
(a): I allow that this may be the cafe in fome 
lhadcs; the ufual confcqucncc of difparity of 
fortune; poverty, and opulence, luxury and 
mifery. We know alfo that the Portuguett j 
Jews, who pretend to be dcfccndcd from tlx ; 
tribe of Judah, never form any alliances ex -1 
ccpt among thcmfelvcs; but by fcarching his¬ 
torical documents we (hall find, that unleh 
in the above refpeds, the Jcwilh nation has 
been the molt like itfelf, at all times, both in 
belief and ufages. Oxcnftirn reckoned u ? 
Seventy feds among the Jews (3), but this 

extra- 
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extravagant calculation is reduced to three 
(4}. Some differences in opinions of very 
little confequence, no more ertablifh among 
their partifans a difference of worlliip than 
between thofc who were formerly ftyled Tho- 
mifts and Scotifts. The Caraitcs and the Sa¬ 
maritans, above all, are fo few in number, 
that they Scarcely deferve notice. The Rab- 
binifts, the fucceffors of the Pharifecs, form 
the bulk of the nation; and at Leghorn as at 
Metz, at Hamburgh as well as Bourdeaux, we 
(hall find a conformity in their dogmas, their 
rites, and their moral habitudes; bccaufc no 
religion eftablifhes fuch an uniformity in con- 
dud as the Mofaic, which, joined to the tra¬ 
ditions of the Dodors, regulates with the ut- 
niofl minutenefs every thing that refpeds life. 
This nation has preferved a charadcr almoft 
invariable; and when a traveller tells us, that 
the Jewilh women of Morocco imitate the 
cuftoms of the Moors (5), he fpeaks only of 
their drefs and falhions. 

Thefcpcoplc.carryingcvery wherealongwith 

them their language and their religion, aban¬ 
doned noncoftheircurtoms.butthofc which they 

could notpreferve. Climate even has fcarcely 
any effed upon them, bccaufe their manner 
Da of 
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Of life countermand weakens its influence. 
Difference of periods and country has. there, 
fore, often flrengthened their character, in- 
Head of altering its original traits. In vain 
has their genius been fettered; it has never 
changed ; and perhaps there is more refem. 
blance between the Jews of Ethiopia and thofe 
of England, than between the inhabitants of 
Picardy and thofe of Provence. 

Thcfe people, however, have been modified 
by their difperfion *, but this modification ex¬ 
tends only to two objects, their obftinatc at- 
tachmcnt to their belief, which they abandoned 
with fo much facility in ancient times, and 
that fpirit of avarice which feems to be their 
ruling paflion. Commerce has introduced j 
remarkable change in their morals; the caufo 
and cffc&s of which, I lhall explain at full 
length, when I come to fpcak of their ufuri- 
ous practices. But even commerce, which 
tends to efface national characters, and to ren¬ 
der them perfectly alike, has fcarccly made 
any impreflion on that of the Hebrew people. 
What I have advanced, naturally gives rife to 
an objection refpecting the poflibility of re¬ 
forming them; but when I come to treat on 

this 
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this fubjcCt, 1 (hall anfwcr this difficulty in a 
convincing manner. 

The fecond objcCt of difparity between 
their ancient and modern manners is, their 
obftinatc attachment to their religious tenets. 
The miracles performed in favour of the firtt 
Hebrews, infpire their defeendants with a con¬ 
tempt for thofe nations which the Eternal 
never honored in the fame manner. They 
arc more elated with the advantages granted 
to their fathers, than humiliated by the fcourges 
which now opprefs them. Even yet, fays 
Boffuet, they confiderthe kindnefs of Heaven 
towards their anccftors as a debt due to their 
defeendants; their grandeur, indeed, is not 
altogether illufory; but it is no lefs true that 
pride among them is an inveterate malady, 
and that they would foon become infolent, if, 
freed from the weight of the yoke, they fhould 
be abandoned to the natural impulfe of 
their minds, tinflured with prejudices, before 
any method might be purfued to eradicate 
them. 

Several attempts have been made to extin- 
guifh their religious zeal. Trajan interdicted 
them from reading their law; Adrian granted 
them that indulgence upon paying a certain 
D 3 tax 
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tax, but he forbade them to circumcife their 
children, or to return to Judea, from a dread 
that a fight of that country might re-animate 
them to rebel. In other places, their books 
have been burnt, and the fame prohibitions 
repeated an hundred times. After the deft ruc¬ 
tion of the temple, it became impofiiblc for 
them to practice a part of their worfhip, and 
obftaclcs were oppofed to their performing the 
reft; but thefe obftaclcs, by being multiplied, 
ferved only to confirm them the more in their 
obftinacy. They have their eyes ftill turned 
towards their ancient metropolis; and if Li¬ 
berty at prefent (hould ftretch out her arms to 
them on the frontiers of Palcftinc, they would 
haften thither from every quarter of the globe, 
with their books, their laws, and their cere¬ 
monies. Seventeen centuries of misfortune 
have not made them lofc the hopes of a deli¬ 
verer; and when Zabbathai-Zcvi, in 1666, 
announced himfclf to them in that character, 
the Jews of Metz, Italy, and Germany, were 
ready to fell every thing they pofl'eflcd in order 
to go and join him (6); but their zeal was 
cooled, when they heard that this Mcftias had 
put an end to his million by becoming a 
Turk. 

Why 


( 39 ) 

Why then are the Hebrews, always fluctuat¬ 
ing in their religious principles, and always 
inclined to idolatry before the Babylonifh cap¬ 
tivity, at prefent fo much attached not only 
to the Mofaic law, but to thofe fables added 
to it, and which afford food for blind credu¬ 
lity? This is an enigma which religion muft 
folve, unlcfs the following caufes are found 
fufficicnt to explain it. 

To pcrfccute a religion, is always the furc 
means of rendering it dearer to thofe who 
profefs it; and mankind have had too many 
opportunities of being convinced of the truth 
of this obfervation: in fuch cafes, felf-love 
is intcrcftcd in preferving principles which 
have coft torments, and bcfidcs, misfortunes 
which fometimes induce people to commit 
crimes, and reduce them to defpair, feldom 
incline them to incredulity; becaufe a man, 
abandoned by focicty, naturally turns his eyes 
towards Heaven, in order to find confolation 
there for his fufferings.—Such are the Jews: 
the expectation of a Mcftias, who is to conduct 
them to happinefs and glory, makes them 
forget the miferies of a turbulent life, and 
the hope of future enjoyments comforts them 
in their prefent diftreftes. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

KeffElions on the moral CbaraBer of the 
Jews: the greater Part of their Vices 
arife from the Opprefion under which 
they have laboured. 

J T would be highly unjuft to imagine, that 
the whole Hebrew nation are a people 
deftitutc of principles and good morals. Wc 
find a number of ftriking exceptions among 
the Jews of Portugal, Italy, France, and, 
above all, Holland; where, for two centu¬ 
ries, not one of them has been condemned to 
death; among the Jews of Germany, Am. 
fterdam, Berlin, and even Lorrain; among 
thofc in the Englilh colonies, where many of 
them, by their good condurt, have attracted 
the notice of government; and if we attend to 
the general prejudice entertained ngainft them, 
we muft allow, that the Jews who meet with 
efteem, are undoubtedly worthy of it. 

The Jews have often been accufcd of trea- 
fon. I have already proved that the greater 
part of thefe accufations were the children of 

impof- 
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impofture. And I muft here repeat, that no¬ 
thing is more unreafonable, than to judge of 
a nation from particular facts, unlcfs their num¬ 
ber leads us to a general conclufion. Becaufc 
a Jew ilh merchant was concerned in the con- 
fpiracy formed againft the houfe of Braganza 
(1); becaufc two Jews were hanged in Mary¬ 
land, for keeping up a corrcfpondcnce with 
the Englilh troops (j); becaufc the Emprefs 
of Ruftia has lately publilhed an ukafe, enjoin¬ 
ing the Jews to confine themfclves in their 
corrcfpondcnce to fuch objefts as concern com¬ 
merce, on account of its being proved, by 
fome of their letters which were intercepted, 
that they conveyed information to the Turks, 
are we thence to draw inferences againft the 
whole nation? Wc may cafily give an anfwcr 
to thefe anecdotes, by others of a contrary na¬ 
ture. If the Maltefe reproach them with hav¬ 
ing formerly delivered up Rhodes to the Sa¬ 
racens (j), wc can remind them, that in 
■749* Malta was faved by a Jew from a for¬ 
midable confpiracy (4). The Jews of Bour- 
dcaux arc mentioned as aftefting themfclves to 
fupport the expenccs of a war; and above all, 
one named Gradix, relieving the colonies dif- 
trefied by a famine. I never read any where, 

that 
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that the Jews were concerned in the civil wars 
of the league, nor in the audacious enterprizes 
of the buccaneers. At an anterior epoch, we 
find thofc of England, at a time when they 
w ere permitted to breathe, (hewing the utmoft 
rcadinefs to advance money to the King and 
the Nobility, for the expedition of Outrcmcr. 
I cannot refill the plcafure of quoting here, on 
the authority of the King of PrulTia, an in- 
flance of generality to w hich nothing is want¬ 
ing but a juller application. When William 
Prince of Orange was preparing to dethrone 
James II. his father-in-law, Schwartzau, a 
Jew of Amllerdam, lent him above 8 o,oool. 
llcrling, telling him, if you arc fucccfsful, 
pay me; if not, I lhall lofc my money w ith 
plcafure (j). 

This example is equivalent to that of Fug- 
gcr and Charles V. In enumerating the moral 
qualiticsofthefc people,we may reckon fobricty. 
Ocklcy allures us, indeed, that the Jcwilh wo¬ 
men of Morocco arc palfionatcly fond of llrong 
liquors ( 6 ); but thefe mud be an exception to 
the general rule; for it is certain that the Jews 
are not acquainted with drunkennefs, but by 


name. 


A late 


( 43 ) 

A late author allures us, that circumcifion 
checks lechery among them ( 7 ); but on the 
other hand it is acknowledged by phyfiologifls, 
that the elephantiafis and leprofy, the princi¬ 
ples of which are weakened, but not extin- 
guiihcd among the Jews, produce a contrary 
effect, and render them libidinous, by accumu¬ 
lating many acrimonious particles in the mate 
of humors contained in their bodies (8). 
I have obferved, that the children of the He¬ 
brews have early notions refpccHng puberty; 
fathers have allured me, that a certain folitary 
vice is extremely common among them ; and 
I prefume that the Jews would be very fub- 
ject to a nymphomania, did they long pine in 
a date of celibacy. This is an opinion, the 
probability of which I could explain were it 
ncccffary. Among them, perhaps, as well 
as among many others, the want of opportu¬ 
nity is a fafeguard to their virtue. About the 
middle of the prefent century, when it was 
propofed to grant them a legal exidence in 
the kingdom of Naples, being all of a fudden 
intoxicated with their good fortune, they 
thought that liberty confided in liccntiouf- 
nefs; they therefore gave thcmfclvcs up to the 
mod immoderate debauchery, which occa- 

fioncd 
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finned the edict puffed in their favor to be re. 
voked ( 9 ). In general, however, the Jews can¬ 
not be reproached with that libertinifm which 
difgraccs and depopulates our cities. Cardofo 
praifes them for having none of thofc detcftable 
books which arc calculated to inflame the paf- 
fions; and he pretends, that virtue in them 
is almoft an innate principle ( 10 ). The 
Doiflors, in their determinations on a number 
of particular cafes, have given a collection 
of decifions, which might with great pro¬ 
priety be called a code of modcfty(tt). It 
is know n, befidcs, that according to their ex. 
preffions, tie teams of the boufe ought not to tee [ 
a Jezv in an immoieft pojiure. By penalties and 
lhame, and by early marriages, they have op- 
pofed a barrier againff libertinifm. Nothing 
is more uncommon among them than adul¬ 
tery; their conjugal union may, indeed, fur- | 
nifh a ufcful Icflon —they are all good hufbands j 
anil good fathers. 

I think it incumbent upon me to mention 
other virtues alfo, which arc almoft univerfal i 
amonglt them ; fuch as the utmoft tendemefs 
towards their indigent brethren, and a pro¬ 
found refpcct for the authors of their exiflcnce: ' 
they would be in the utmoft diftrefs, did they 

fee 


( 45 ) 

fee the hour of death approaching, without 
receiving the benediction of their parents, or 
without giving it to their children. During 
eleven months, the fon of the dcccafcd repeats 
daily the prayer kadifb, for the repofe of 
his foul, and celebrates the day of his death 
by an annual falling, (ta) They are com¬ 
manded to honor their inltructor, as much, 
or even more than a father; for the latter, 
lay they, only gives them being, but the for¬ 
mer gives them happinefs. They confider ic 
as an honor to entertain the utmoft veneration 
for old men—an alteAing virtue almoft un¬ 
known in our morals, but fo celebrated in 
remote antiquity, and which brings to our re¬ 
membrance the government of the patriarchs. 

The reader, however, muft not imagine, 
that I with to clothe them with the robes of 
innocence at the cxpcnce of truth. A certain 
traveller has lately told us, that the German 
Jews eltabliflied in England, arc the dregs ot 
mankind; (> 3 ) thieves, receivers of ftolcn 
goods, &c. &c. and this character may fuit 
many others. Let us be forry for it; but 1c. 
us not be furprifed. Others have faid before 
me, that we do not remark with fufficicnt 

attention, the influence which each profeffion 

has 
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has over the moral character. All people 
indeed who are placed in the fame circum- 
flanccs as the Hebrews, and opprdTed by 
mifery, which reduces them to the necelTity 
of committing almolt every kind of crime, 
will become like them. Bring upon the fccnc 
the Bramins, fo much boa fled of, and the 
peaceable inhabitants of Otaheite; interdict 
them from every means of fubfifling, but by 
a retail trade, the profits of which arc fmall, 
precarious, and fometimes amount to nothing, 
when care and induflry arc not fuflicient to 
fupply their powerful wants, always renewed, 
the)’ will foon have rccourfc to fraud and de¬ 
ception. 

Afk the whole world in what light the Jews 
have hitherto been conlidcrcd. Policy hath be¬ 
held them with the eye of intcrefl, the vulgar 
with that of hatred or contempt, and infipid 
aurhors have Hill endeavored to Hrcngthcn 
thefe fentiments. If the reader is defirous of 
reading maflcr-picces of impertinence, he needs 
only confult the works cited in the notes. (14) 
He win thcrc find jt dctcrmincd by thc theQ _ 

logical and Lutheran faculties of Wirtcmbcrg 
and Roflock, that a Chrifi.an, when lick, 
cannot call in the affillance of a Jcwilli phy- 

fician. 


( +7 ) 

fician, becaufc the greater part of them are 
ignorant affes; becaufc they employ magical 
remedies, and becaufc of ten baptifed perfons, 
they are obliged to kill one. The curfe of 
Heaven has been pronounced againfl the Jews, 
confequently, they ought not to cure thc 
Chriflians, w ho are the children of God. If 
a Chriftian dine with a Jew, it is a kind of 
facrilegc, according to Toflat. (15) Such 
alfo is thc opinion of Dr. James dc GrufTiis, 
and this decifion is worthy of a man who exa¬ 
mines, if a clergyman who fights, incurs ex- 
communication. (16) When we find au¬ 
thors ferioufiy examine whether thc Jews are 
infamous in reality, or only in thc eye of the 
law, and determine for the former opinion; 
when one of them tells us, that thc Jews 
arc tolerated in the fame manner as profti- 
tutes and executioners; when in a book, hap¬ 
pily now forgotten, entitled Dccifionrs aurex, 
we read that thc Jews are worfc than the 
Saracens, and the inhabitants of Sodom; (18) 
that they cannot be poflefled, becaufc one 
devil cannot get the better of another; when 
we fee a Shakcfpcar introduce upon thc flage, 
in his Merchant of Venice, a Jew, in whofc 
characler every villainy is united; when we 

hear 
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hear it faid, that a Jew, as he is incapable of 
being grateful for a kindnefs, ought to be 
confidered Jccut ms in pfra, J,erpens in gremio, 
ignis in Jams and when we find a man of let¬ 
ters, like Buxtorf, begin his Trcatife on the 
Synagogue, by faying, that nothing is found 
among the Jews but falfchood and hypocrify, 
let us remember, that thefe charitable writers 
were only the echoes of public opinions. 

The fovcrcign authority confpiring with 
thefe, feems to have raifed between us and the 
Jews a wall of reparation. Europe has pro¬ 
duced four hundred regulations to break even 
the tics of the lead confequcncc by which 
they were connected with us. Some of thefe 
prohibitions indeed were founded upon juft 
grounds, particularly that which interdicted 
them from having Chriftian flaves. It is 
proved, that the Jews having a tafte for pro- 
fclytifm, compelled them often to infringe 
the evangelical laws. (, 9 ) Such a rcflric- 

tion could not at prefent be fupported by the 
fame motlvcs> and , hc f 0 | idu[lons Q| . a . 

in fuch a cafe, would be repreffed with fevc- 
™>' when known; but known or unknown, 
would not be attended with fucccls. 
modern tunes we fliall fiercely find a 

Chriftian 


( 49 ) 

Chriftian who has embraced Judaifm; for the 
Angularity of the fadt, we (hall mention An¬ 
thony Dcbriey (20) and Lord George Gordon. 

Some ancient (latutes of the dioccfe of 
Metz, written in 1610, enjoin the clergy to 
prevent Chriftian midwives from aftifting 
Jcwifti women when in labor. One does not 
readily perceive what motives could have 
occafioncd fuch a decree; but it appears, that 
the midwives were almoft conftraincd to par¬ 
take in fomc Jewifti or fupcrftitious ceremo¬ 
nies ; and when, in imitation of feveral coun¬ 
cils (21), Gregory XIII. by a conftitution 
in the year 1581, forbade the Jews to have 
Chriftian nurfes, bccaufc after being admitted 
to the communion, they were obliged to (hed 
their milk in a houfc of office, thefe prohibi¬ 
tions were founded upon rcafons which at 
prefent cannot cxift. 

But how many other regulations have been 
made, which were the offspring either of ha¬ 
tred or of folly. In the Eaft we find an Ab¬ 
dallah, who ordered the Jews to be marked 
with a red hot iron (22); a Mcntakaval, who 
interdicted them from riding upon any other 
animals but afTcs or mules; and a Caliph, 
El Aqucm Bcamir Allah, who made them 
E wear 


p. 48-49 


Page 30 of 150 









Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 


II (s<> ) 

wear at their necks the figure of a calf, bc- 
caufe their forefathers had worfliipped one in 
thedefart (23). In Pcrfia, at prefcnt, they 
are infultcd w ith impunity (24); in Africa, the 
Moors fpit in their faces even in the ftreets, 
and the children pelt them with ftoncs (25). 
At Fez, a day is appointed for them to pay 
their tribute in public; and as foon as each 
has put down his (hare, he receives a blow 
with a flick on the foot, and after making 
a profound bow, retires amidft the hootings 
of the populace (26). In Turkey, cfpcci- 
ally in the fuburbs of Galata, many of them 
arc porters; but they arc forbidden to put a 
bag of hay under their burdens, according to 
the manner of the Turks. One of thefc un¬ 
fortunate wretches having conduced back to 
Conftantinoplc Mahomet IV. who had loft 
his way while on a hunting excurfion, afked 
as a reward, permiflion to ufe a bag, and this 
indulgence was granted him (27). Some 
legiflators have confidcred them as incapaci¬ 
tated from giving evidence againft the Chrif- 
tians. In certain countries, the law inflicts 
punilhment upon them with a ferocious par¬ 
tiality ; for the flighteft crimes they arc fub- 
je&ed to difgraceful and even capital punifh- 

ments; 


( 5i ) 

ments; and for thofe which arc very pardon¬ 
able, they are expofed to tortures that far 
exceed the fault. About two and twenty 
years ago, the unfortunate Hirtzel Levi re¬ 
mained ten hours alive upon the wheel, and 
the decree which wafhed away every afperfion 
from the memory of an innocent man, did 
not reftore him to life. 

At Avignon, a Jew who had carnal con¬ 
nexion with a Chriftian woman, was for¬ 
merly fubjeded, by a fcntence from the Judge, 
to the like punifliment as that infliXcd upon 
Abelard; but in England, this crime, con- 
fidered by the law in the fame light as thofe 
againft nature, was puniflied by burying the 
criminal alive. In Swiflerland and Germany, 
it was formerly cuftomary, when a Jew dc- 
ferved the halter, to fufpend him by the heels 
clofe to a dog, which is the fymbol of fide¬ 
lity (28); and this barbarity has been con¬ 
tinued in fcveral countries till the prefent 
time. It would appear as if their pcrfecutors 
wifiled to reproach the Almighty for having 
formed them after his own image, and to 
deftroy that fcal of the divinity. Govern¬ 
ments in general, more inclined to punifli 
their crimes, than reward their virtues, have 
E 2 onlv 
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only thought of ending prohibitory laws, 
which arc far from being encouraging: they 
have found it much caficr to torment criminals 

than to prevent crimes. 

To the great difgrace of theprefent century, 
the name of Jew is dill held in detedation; 
and often even the difciplcs of the mod cha¬ 
ritable Mader infult unhappy people, whofe 
only crime is that of being Jews, and whom 
we meet in the dreets covered with rags and 
nadinefs. In Europe, they have been fub- 
jcdled to the fame toll as thofc animals which 
they abhor by their religious principles (29). 
A King of Spain once condemned thofc who 
received prefents from them to pay a heavy 
fine (30) ; and Philip the Bold, after forbid¬ 
ding them to bathe in thofc rivers, ufed for 
that purpofe by the Chrillians, obliged them 
to wear a horn in their caps; in other coun¬ 
tries, they have been obliged to wear yellow 
hats, wheels upon their clothes, &c. They 
have been deprived of every thing but their 
human figure; and people have dill widiedto 
affix a humiliating mark of didindion upon 
them, by making rhem drefs in a lingular 
manner. Alas! what is to be gained by de¬ 
bating 


( S3 ) 

baling men ?—By fuch conduct they arc un¬ 
doubtedly rendered much worfe. 

Indead of filling up the breach which fc- 
parates us and the Jews, care feems to have 
been taken to render it dill wider; and indead 
of furnidiing them with the means of bccom- 
ing.morc enlightened and better, we have fliut 
againd them every avenue to the temple of 
honor and virtue. What mud a Jew become 
while opprefled by defpotifm, proferibed by 
the laws, loaded with ignominy, and perfccuted 
by hatred? He cannot quit his habitation with¬ 
out meeting enemies, without being expofed 
to infult. The light of the fun W'ould only 
ferve to Ihcw his mifery in a more confpicuous 
point of view; a martyr to opinion, he has 
nothing to lofe or to gain by the public cf- 
teem, even diould he be converted, bccaufe 
people would neither put faith in his lincerity 
nor in his virtue. By being defpifed, they 
are now become dcfpicablc; and had we been 
in their place, we diould have perhaps been 
much worfe. 

Shaftelbury obferves, that the Jews are na¬ 
turally gloomy and melancholy (31); but no¬ 
thing clfe can be expeded among a people 
always furrounded by terrors. Hence that 
E 3 dcccit- 
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deceitful and fufpicious look, and that timid 
and dejected air which appears in their coun¬ 
tenances, and is difplaycd in all their attitudes. 
Their fear is the fruit of flavcry; mifery has 
daunted their hearts, and defpair has excited 
their averfion to us, and conducted them to 
vengeance. Such is the incontertable gene¬ 
alogy of many crimes, and the ufual path of 
human nature in fuch cafes. But the wrongs 
of the Jews, and their misfortunes, accufe 
our conduct towards them. Nations confcfs, 
while ye figh over their fufferings, that this 
is your work.—The Jews have produced the 
effects—You have been the caufcs.—Who then 
arc molt culpable? 


CHAP. 


( 55 ) 

CHAPTER VII. 

RefleElions cn the Rhyfical Conjlitution of 
the Jews. 

/'''LENARD, in his letters, fpcaks of the 
Jewifh beauties of Fez and Morocco. 
Thofe alfo of Avignon have been extolled ; 
and Le Roque, the traveller, deferibes the 
Hebrew women of Moka as being extremely 
well made (1). Perhaps, even in our own 
countries, fewer faults will be found in their 
conformation than among us. However, if 
we can believe Michaclis (2), and our own 
eyes, the greater part of the Jcwifh vifages arc 
fcldom adorned with beautiful features or the 
bloom of health. Bcfides, they arc marked 
with fhadcs of difference, which are as rtrik- 
ing as difficult to be accounted for. Lavater 
the philofopher, who may be confidcrcd as a 
legiflator in whatever relates to phyfiog- 
nomy, told me, that according to his ob- 
fervations, the Jews in general had fallow com¬ 
plexions, hooked nofes, hollow eyes, promi¬ 
nent chins, and the courtriiflory mufclesof the 
mouth very apparent. I am extremely happy, 
that the moral confcqucnces which he thence 
deduces, coincide with thofe which 1 have 
explained in the preceding chapter. 

E 4 Miffon 
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MilTon remarks, that the Portugueze Jews 
arc of a fwarthy complexion; but thofe of 
Prague, fays he, are like the other inhabitants 
of Bohemia (3); their color, indeed, is not 
fo dark as that of the Portugueze Jews. It 
is, how ever, falfe, that they are as fair as the 
natives. In fupport of this aflertion, I (hall 
bring the teftimony of Mr. Mallet, an excel¬ 
lent obferver, who, after remarking that the 
fun darkens the complexion of fair people, 
much cafier than cold whitens that of thofe 
who arc brown, fuppoling that cold can pro¬ 
duce that effect, inflanccs as a proof the Jews 
of the northern countries, who have long re¬ 
dded there, without rcfcmbling the natural 
inhabitants (4). Nothing is more uncommon 
than to fee Jews of a clear complexion. Some 
of them arc ruddy, but the greater part of them 
brown, with frizzled hair, which puts us in 
mind of their origin in the fouthern countries. 
With regard to their flaturc, it never exceeds 
the common. They have almoft all red 
beards, which is the ufual mark of an effe¬ 
minate temperament; and their women, with¬ 
out being corpulent, arc generally fubjedt to 

’ ' I";' and havc very weak eyes, which 

y wife from their going very feldotn abroad. 

It 


( 57 ) 

It is added, that the Jews abound with bad 
humours; are very much fubjeft to thofe dif- 
orders which indicate that the general mafs of 
the blood is corrupted, as appears from their 
being formerly troubled with the leprofy, and 
at prerent with the feurvy, which has fo much 
affinity toit(j),and w ith the fcrophula.bloody- 
flux, &c. If totheteflimonyofthofe who make 
the above aflertion, we join the acknowledge¬ 
ment of Abrabancl (6), we (hall be tempted to 
believe, that the hemorrhoides are endcmial 
among them; and as this malady has fome- 
times periodical returns, feveral writers havc 
ferioufly concluded, that the Jews arc fubjedl 
to mcnftrual evacuations (7). Cardofo quotes 
and refutes various authors, who havc propa¬ 
gated thefe ridiculous notions (8). 

It is pretended alfo, that the Jews conflantly 
exhale a bad fmell. This, indeed, is not a 
new opinion; for we find frequent mention 
made of it in old authors; and this accufation, 
repeated in all ages, has perpetuated the fame 
prejudice ( 9). Ramazzini, in his Trcatife on 
ibe Difea/es of Tradtfmcn, has inferred a chap¬ 
ter on thofe of the Jews. He has no doubt, 
that the Jews exhaled a very fetid fmell, when 
they lived amidft the fplendor of Jcrufalem; 

and 
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and he afligns as the caufe of this pretended 
(link, and of their palcncfs, which is more 
real, their occupations, (fuch as that of felling 
old clothes) and their poverty, quia Junt Mi, 
angufla domus, el res angufla domi. Others af- 
cribe thefe effects to the frequent ufe of herbs, 
fuch as onions and garlic, the fmcll of which 
is penetrating; and fome to their eating the 
flcfh of hc-goats; while others pretend, that 
the flefll of geefe, which they are remarkably 
fond of, renders them melancholy and livid, 
as this food abounds with vifeous and grok 
juices (10). 

I admit the influence of thefe particular 
caufcs upon the conflitution, but the inductions 
thence drawn are not fatisfactory. Who will 
believe, for example, that felling old clothes 
is fuflicient to render the complexion dark? 
Are the inhabitants of the flreet Tirecbape t 
Paris, or of the Rag-fair at Stralbourg, lefi 
blooming than thofc of the flreets in the 
neighbourhood ? Bcfidcs, the Jews arc neither 
all poor, nor fellers of old clothes; and the 
cuftont of Metz, already mentioned, is not 
general. Mr. Vend, after remarking that the 
epilcpfy is common amonglt the Jews, that 
the greater part of them foon appear old, and 

that 
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that they fcldom attain to a great age, pretends 
that their ablutions contribute much to ener¬ 
vate their conftitutions (is). In anfwcr to 
this it may be faid, that the continual ufe of 
the bath did not enervate the Romans; that 
the Turks, fubjected in this refpeit to more 
legal ceremonies than the Jews, are not effe¬ 
minated; and that bcfidcs, cold ablutions, fuch 
as thofe ufed by the latter, inflead of relaxing 
the body, ought to ftrengthen the mufcles, and 
give them more elafticity. 

We fhall, perhaps, approach nearer each 
other, if we aflign different caufes, the united 
effeds of which may disfigure the’perfon, and 
imprefs on it the marks of degeneration. 
Such as, 

Firft, Dirtincfs, which in certain refpeds 
is legal in the time of mourning, and which 
is conftantly the fourcc of cutaneous diforders, 
fo common among the Jews (ta). Their ab¬ 
lutions, however, as we arc told, ought to 
produce a contrary effed. This we allow; 
but it is to be obferved, that thefe ablutions, 
w hich arc lefs frequent than is fuppofed, are 
a yoke to which the Jews have been fubjeded, 
and not a precaution taken for the preferva- 
fion of health: feldom arc they employed in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner as to be ufciul: and they are 
attended with no effect, when cleanlinels in 
furniture, linen, food, and the renewal of frefh 
air, &c. are not made to confpirc towards the 
fame end. 

Secondly, Their nourilhment is more fuited 
to the climate of Palcftinc than to ours; for, 
independent of religious and moral reafons, ab- 
flinence from certain kinds of food, fuch as 
is preferibed by Mofes, is often juftified by a 
knowledge of the climate, as has been proved 
by Mr. Bagird (13), after fo many others. 

Thirdly, The ufe of ill-chofcn and ill-pre¬ 
pared food. It is certain from experience, 
that this caufc makes the human race foon de¬ 
generate ; and the authority of Buffon gives 
an additional weight to thisaflertion (14); but 
it is certain, that from a fear of eating blood, 
the Jews fqueeze it almoft entirely from their 
meat, and by thefe means deprive it of much 
of its nutritive juice. We are allured, that 
in certain countries, they fait very little flclh; 
and on this account it mud have a noxious 
quality, and become difficult to be digefled; 
for it is w tilt known what a happy effect fait 
has ovc* the animal economy. 


( 6t ) 

Fourthly, The want of a mixture in the 
breed, w hich caufcs a race to degenerate, and 
lcircns the beauty of individuals; but if it be 
true, as Vaudcrmandc allures us ( 15), that the 
forbidding a brother and lifter to marry, was 
the very eifcnce of policy, I ftiould believe that 
policy to be founded on the idea of multiply¬ 
ing the moral relations between mankind, and 
of extending their benevolence, rather than 
upon phyfical experiments. However this 
may be, alliances between relations never 
tend to bring the fpccies to perfection. This 
is a circumftance w hich produced the degene¬ 
ration of the Parfts in the Eaft, and of the 
Jews every where. Difpcrfed often in ftnall 
numbers, and in the fame places, they have 
difpenfed with the ncccffity ofgoingtoagrcat 
dittancc to form alliances; they marry in the 
fecond degree; and it is almoft always the 
fame blood which circulates in the veins of 
different families. In confirmation of this 
aflertion, I (hall mention a fa<£t, told me as 
a certain truth, which is, that at Salenci, the 
cuftom of not feeking for w ives bey ond that 
afylum of virtue, has caufcd the race to dege¬ 
nerate. 

Fifthly, 


Fourthly! 
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Fifthly, Another caufc is the general practice 
of marrying very young. This cuflom, pre¬ 
judicial to both fcxcs, whom it enervates, 
caufcs women to be with child prematurely; 
which, according to Mr. Venel, weakens the 
mother, and the fruits of her womb. This 
truth, of which we have repeated examples in 
the prefent day, refutes the opinion of thofe 
who believe that the epoch of puberty, and 
being marriageable, arc the fame; and that 
early unions are according to the order of Na¬ 
ture. Let us add our reflations to thofe of 
the author juft quoted, and let us bring the 
matter to an examination. 

People have fallen into a great error to con¬ 
found ripenefs for marriage with fecundity; 
the latter is only the faculty of producing a 
being of the fame fpecics. It is well known, 
that it generally announces itfelf among the 
women by a periodical evacuation, which, 
perhaps, is not an inllitiuion of nature, for this 
problem has never yet been refolvcd (16), 
and by phenomena common to both fexes. 
But ripenefs for marriage cftablilhes certain 
moral relations between the man and the wo¬ 
man, it requires an afTemblagc ol thofe qua¬ 
lities proper for difeharging in their full ex¬ 
tent 
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tent the paternal and maternal duties: it fup. 
pofes, therefore, that the moral faculties have 
attained to as great perfection as the phyfical; 
and that to mature the latter, the progreftive 
advancement of the conftitution has not been 
forced, without which the produce of them 
would rcfeniblc thofe fruits, which, being 
ftunted in their growth, arc never endowed 
with that exquilite flavor, which is the gift of 
nature. It fecundity proved that a perfon was 
fit for marriage, we muft conclude, that the In¬ 
dian women, often fruitful at the age of eight 
or nine, have at that period all the qualities re- 
quifite for being mothers. The exiftence of 
periodical evacuations docs not fix the epoch 
of fecundity: it fometimes cftablilhes itfelf at 
the age of one year; and there arc mothers 
to whom it is unknown during their whole 
lives. By the fame reafon, valetudinary young 
girls, in cities, would be fitter for marriage 
than the robuft women of the country; for 
among the latter, the figns of puberty do not 
appear fo foon as among the former. 

But it will, perhaps, be faid, if fecundity 
precedes ripenefs for marriage, how can we 
juftify Nature in this rclpcdt? Has the endowed 
mankind with a faculty which may fometimes 

become 
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become their tyrant, becaufc it exifts before 
they ought to employ it ? Let us not do in- 
juft ice to Nature, that is to fay, its Author, by 
laying to its charge our faults; the marks of 
its hand are ftill imprinted on its moil beau¬ 
tiful works; but our focial conventions have 
greatly altered their features. The principles 
of education, and the enlargement of our 
knowledge refpeding the two fubftances of 
which man is compofed, have no where been 
regulated. And what is the confcqucnce? 
That the mind is often thirty years of age, 
while the body is only ten; fo that a forward 
imagination breathes the flame of paflion into 
the youthful heart, and fets it on fire. The 
progrefs of the evil is ftill more ftriking 
among young people w ho ufe too rich and 
luxurious food. The nutritive juice being 
too abundant, opens to itfelf new channels, 
and accelerates a premature puberty, the 
ufual confcquence of excefs, and which is 
different from natural puberty, which even 
that qualification declares to be the work of 
nature. This then is the rcafon why both 
fexes attain to that period fooner in cities, 
where luxury has eftablilhed its empire, than 
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in the country, where temperance prevails 
and where people approach nearer to Nature. 

It evidently appears, that in the order efta- 
blilhed by the Creator, thefe two periods be¬ 
ing only the fame, ought never to precede the 
full growth of the organs and of rcafon; bc- 
caufe, according to the remark of a judicious 
author, Nature never pays attention to the- 
fpccies till after forming the individual. But 
this order is at prefent inverted; for man, in 
every thing, ads contrary to Nature; and if 
puberty declares itfelf prematurely, let us not 
haften the extindion of the human race by too 
early marriages. 

This digreflion is not foreign to my fubjed. 
It was ncccflary to combat a prejudice, the 
fatal effeds of which are too often felt among 
the Jews. Let me add, that their women are 
continually enervated by a fedentary life; 
that the greater part of the men arc in the 
fame fituation; and that fomc, following a 
wandering life, which affords no exercife but 
to the legs, never have the vigorous arms of 
our ruftics. This phyfical degeneration, added 
to the poverty of part of the Jews, would 
impede their population, were it not favored 
by caufcs infinitely fuperior. 

F CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Prodigious Population of the Jews, 
are the Caufes of it. 


T 1 


mat 


'HE Jcwifli population under David, is 
reckoned by Mr. Wallau, to have been 
nearly feven millions (t). This calculation 
appears wonderful; but is he not deceived 
when he allures us, that the Jews are as nu. 
mcrous at prefent as at the mod flourifhing 
period of their exiftcnce in Palcdinc ? This 
calculation indeed appears extravagant,as well 
as the greater part of thofc which relate to 
population. Michaelis fays, that the common 
opinion in Germany is, to allow five millions 
of Jews to be cxifling on the globe (2); and 
this aflertion is much nearer the truth. 

If we wilh to colledt probabilities on this 
qucflion, let us not confult the works of the 
Jews, and above all, thofe of Benjamin de 
Tudela and Orobio; they have always exag¬ 
gerated the number of their brethren, to make 
us believe that their nation is dill Hourifhing, 
even in its difperfed date. It was doubtlefs 
from this motive, that in the lad century, 

Lurrati. 
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Lurrati, a Venetian Rabbi, followed in his 
account by Lancelot and Addifon (3), rcc _ 
kohed the Jews difperfed throughout the 
Turkifh empire to amount to fcvcral millions ; 
whild there is every prefumptivc rcafon to 
fuppofc that their number is much inferior. A 
late author (4) fays, that there are in Europe 
one million and forty-eight thoufand Jews, 
and this appears probable, though that wri¬ 
ter, or Mr. Brindel, who makes the lame 
aflertion, has erred in his calculation ; for he 
reckons the Jews in Alfacc twice, and both 
times erroneoudy. John-Jamcs Schadt, who 
died in 1722, is alfo miltakcn, in reckoning 
fcvcral millions of Jews to be in the coun¬ 
tries of Barbary and Mauritania alone {5). 
Bafnage, a contemporary with Schadt, but a 
more cxadl calculator, reduced the number of 
Jews to three millions, and he fupported his 
aflertion by very plauliblc reafons (6). Since 
that epoch, that is to fay, the commencement 
of the prefent century, they have experienced 
no great revolution by war, and we may 
cncreafe this number by one half, which will 
give four millions five hundred thoufand per- 
fons. A perufal of what follows will render 
this calculation probable. 

F 2 A learned 
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A learned man of Stralburgh (7) pretends, 

that a century is fuflicient to treple this num. 
ber, and the province which he inhabits fur- 
nifhes us with a proof of this aflertion (8). 
In 1689, there were in Alface no more than 
five hundred and forty-feven Jcwilh families; 
in 1716, there were thirteen hundred and 
forty-eight; and in 1761, the number was 
three thoufand and forty-five (9). 1-ct us 
fuppofe, and the hypothefis is agreeable to 
rcafon, that in the courfc of time, four hun¬ 
dred new families were drawn thither by the 
mildnefs of the French government, or by the 
avarice of the nobility, who might receive 
Jcwilh flrangers before the letters patent of 
1784., and to whom the Jews who were ad¬ 
mitted, Hill pay for the right of protection; 
fubtratfing therefore the new comers, we 
(hall dill find a quadruple multiplication in 
the courfc of feventy-two years, while Mr. 
Mohcau finds the population of France to 
have fcarcely cncrcafcd a ninth part in the 
courfc of feventy-four years (10). As this 
prodigious multiplication of the Jcwilh people 
has been remarked alfo in other places, wc 
mull endeavor to explain the caufo of it. 

We 
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We lhall not, with fomc authors, go to 
fearch for it in polygamy, and permilfion to 
obtain divorces. The latter are very uncom¬ 
mon among the Jews, and they arc not pro¬ 
cured without tedious formalities, w hich often 
produce repentance. Polygamy is very little 
known, except perhaps in fomc corners of 
the Eaft, and the effect refulting from this 
double liberty, is too trifling to be noticed in 
calculating the number of thefe people. 

A Jew, who at the age of twenty has no wife, 
is conlidcrcd as living in a ftaic of libcrti- 
nifm. 1 have remarked, that the cuftom of 
marrying too foon enervates people; the prin¬ 
ciples of reproduction, therefore, being con- 
ftantly weakened in effeminate bodies, the Jews 
cannot iranfmit to their poftcrity that vigor 
which they do not poffcls thcmfclvcs; and if 
we allow that there are hereditary difeafes, 
their children muff bring into the world with 
them the feeds of cutaneous diforders; which, 
however, will be attended with one advan¬ 
tage, which is, that they will prevent them 
from being attacked by others, becaufe the 
firft have the fame effiaff upon the body as 
cauteries and exutories (11) ; but the re- 
produtffivc principles will always have fuflici- 
F 3 cnr 
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cnt tirength to exert themfelvcs in fuch a 
manner, that the numerical population will 
never dccreafe. Bcfides, thorc who are ac T 
quainted with their legal obfervances refpert- 
ing marriage, know that they arc w ifely com T 
bined, and that they arc equally conformable 
to the laws of Nature and of decency; they 
hulband the refourccs of the former, and 
make both fexes referve them till the period 
moll favorable to propagation (f2). After 
bringing forth, mothers ill deign to re- 
Hert that they are mothers, and the com. 
mcndable cullom ot luckling their own chil¬ 
dren tends greatly to fupport the above 
caufes. Among us, poverty prevents a great 
number of marriages. Among the Jews, 
marriage ferves to confole them in their 
mifery, and indemnifies them from being 
deprived of the comforts of life. Of all men, 
the Jews are the mod defirous of multiply¬ 
ing, and the hopes of feeing the Meffias fpring 
from their race, renders them rtill more exart 
in fulfilling that precept in Gcncfis, which 
they confidcr as a law impofed on them. 
Among us, in the opulent claflcs of fociety, 
and even in that of thofe who only noflefs 
mediocrity, defirurtive luxury, vanity, or de¬ 
bauchery, 
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bauchcry, often check the progrcfs of popu T 
lation. Among the Jews, a numerous fa¬ 
mily is confidcrcd as an honorable teftimony 
of the lavor of Heaven. 

It is a certain fact, that the Jews are ex¬ 
tremely fond of fi(h; and if it be true, as 
Montcfquicu allures us, that this kind of food 
is very prolific, his obfervations refpedting fca 
port towns (13) may, with great propriety, 
be applied to the Hebrews. Wc have praifed 
their feverity of manners, which, added to 
their frugality, and their avcrlion to luxury, 
Bill favors their population. The fame caufcs 
which favor it, tend alfo to preferve it, and 
were not this the cafe, the whole nation would 
have been annihilated by the repeated mafla- 
crcs to which they have been expofed in all 
ages. What then in an hundred years will 
be the encrcafc of a people, among whom 
barrennefs is confidcrcd as adifgracc; who 
abhor celibacy, as a curfed (late ; who repro¬ 
bate widowhood, and who being exempted 
from taking up arms, never expofe them- 
fclves to the dangers of the fca (14), — a 
people whofc exigence is refperted by every 
government at prefent in Kuropc, ami who, 
condemned to an uniform kind of life, feldom 
F 4 expe- 
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experience thofe violent crifes, which among 
other nations often ruin the health of the mod 
robuft, if fome remedy is not fpcedily applied 
to reform them ? Futurity perhaps will j U f. 
tify the unfavorable predictions of Mr. Mer- 
cier (15), and dates become a prey to the 
intedine broils excited by a people grown 
too numerous, will one day fuffer for their 
negligence (16). 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Danger of tolerating the Jews in their pre - 
fent State, on Account of their Population. 

arc continually told, that a numerous 
population is a fource of happinefs to 
a date. Let us therefore examine this ader- 
tion, and, fuppofmg it to be jud. Jet us fee 
whether that of the Jews be not an exception. 
The advantages arifing from a numerous po¬ 
pulation, can only relate to the facility with 
which a date can procure a fubfidcncc, and 
defend itfclf. It is, perhaps, from not un- 
derdanding one another, that people have 
difputcd fo much upon this fubjed. It will, 
doubtlcfs, be granted, that the profperity of 
a nation condds in that of its members; hence 
I may conclude, that a country, in which the 
inhabitants have every thing necedary in 
abundance, is Houridling, even if its popula¬ 
tion be very limited. It mud, however, be 
allow ed, that in the prefent dtuation of human 
affairs, nothing can fecure a continuance of 
fuch profperity ; to didurb it nothing more is 
necedary than that a neighboring monarch, 

prompted 
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prompted by ambition, or a rage for con- 
qued, fhould fend againit a peaceable people 
formidable armies, which they cannot op- 
pofc but with unequal forces; (laughter will 
then terminate the misfortunes of one part of 
the nation, and the other will be obliged to 
receive chains. Whilft mankind third after 
blood, or rather whild the greater part of 
governments are deditute of the principles of 
morality; whild policy is only the art of de¬ 
ception; and whild people, unacquainted 
with their real intcrcds, affix a ridiculous 
importance to the trade of a foldier, and 
blindly fuffer thcmfelvcs to be conducted to 
daughter, almod always for the purpofe of 
fupporting vanity, and never to affert the 
rights of humanity, or promote the caufe 
of public felicity and virtue, the happied 
nation will be that which can with the 
greated facility butcher others. 

In this point of view, a numerous popu¬ 
lation may fecurc public felicity ; but we 
mud at lead fuppofc, that the country pro¬ 
duces abundance to fupply all the wants of 
its inhabitants. It mud procure all its pro- 
vifions either from itfclf, or from abroad; 
this alternative expofes it to a refufal cither 

from 
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from its neighbors or from Nature, and its 
fqffcrings will be increafed in proportion to 
the number of its fubjc&s. Famine, there, 
fore, cannot be prevented, unlcfs there be a 
fufficient number of people employed in pro, 
viding fuch articles of food as arc indifpcn- 
fably ncccll'ary; and while luxury is accufed, 
and w ith judice, of taking many ufcful hands 
Irom the country, we preferve amonglt us a 
nation interdicted from agriculture ; a nation 
which confumcs without making any fupply 
in return, and which by their retail trade, can 
never dll up the vacuum occadoned by their 
confumption. Thus the Jews, deprived of 
the power of nourilhing the country, as well 
as of defending it, will every day become 
more hurtful. It is true, that population, 
when it reaches a certain degree dops; the 
boundaries ot it are marked out by the na¬ 
ture of the civil and religious government 
under which men live ; by the extent of the 
country they inhabit, and by the fertility of 
the foil which they cultivate: their multipli¬ 
cation will always be in proportion to the 
facility they dnd in procuring cdabliffimcnts 
and fubddence, and from thefe principles it 
appears, that the population of the Jews is 
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in a condition to furpafs ours. We have fecn 
with what facility they encreafe; and as they 
every where render the farmers tributary, the 
objedsofeonfumption wdlfirft pafs into their 
hands, and their population will becontinuaily 
augmented. They are like thofe creeping 
plants which wade the fubdancc of the trees 
to which they attach themfelves, and which 
may at length exhaud and dedroy them. 

To prevent this exorbitant multiplication 
of the Jews, fevcral lcgiflators have thrown 
obdades in the way of their marriages. Let¬ 
ters patent, of 1784, concerning thofe of Al- 
facc, forbid them to enter into the nuptial 
contrad without permidion. An edid of the 
King of Prudia, in 1722, enjoined the fame 
thing, by fubjeding them to pay a duty to the 
military treafury, when leave was granted them 
to marrv. In the territories of Culembach 
and Heflc, their marriages were put off till 
late epochs; that of tw enty for young women, 
and that of twenty-four for young men. The 
number of Jews being determined, one of the 
children may fupply the place of the deceafed 
father, but the red have not the right of 
remaining in that country where they fird 
drew breath (1). Such prohibitions are vio¬ 
lences 


Icnccs od'ered to Nature, which would difavow 
them, were the padions filent. 

But when the Jew s, become too numerous, 
{hall inundate and infed a country, what mud 
be done? A German author, who, in a prolix 
dyle, has advanced much falfe rcafoning rc- 
fpeding the Jews, does not examine this mat¬ 
ter ; and yet, when polilital inflilulitms are form¬ 
ed, it appears very proper that a political 
quedion of this nature diould not be neg- 
ledcd. When the evil has attained to its 
greated height, rccourfe will perhaps be had 
to an expedient often employed, that of ba- 
nidiing them. Can it be a crime, then, to ex¬ 
amine the judicc of this treatment? The bed 
rcafons will never prevail againd the right of 
force; but the right of brutes will perhaps 
not always be that of men. 

If Germany, for example, banilhcs all its 
Jews, and if we, in imitation of other powers, 
refufe to receive thefe unfortunate people, they 
will be forced to precipitate themfelves into 
the Rhine, bccaufc they will be deprived even 
of the liberty of fighing on its banks. Our 
anccdors opened afylums for thofe from whom 
the prefent Jews arc dcfccndcd; but this in¬ 
dulgence towards the fathers, does not pre¬ 
vent 















Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 


I 


( 7 * ) 

rent the children to acquire a right—an im- 
prefcriptible right—like that of emigrating- 
when people, not finding happinefs in their 
native foil, may, w ithout violating the rights 
of general fociety, leave it, and feek a more 
hofpitablc land wherever they think proper. 1 
know no man for whom the earth was not ere- 
atedi and if, after living under the protection 
of the laws i after difeharging in my native 
foil the duties which they impofc, I have not 
acquired the rights of other citizens, let me 
be told what l muft do to obtain them. 

But it perhaps will be replied, the crimes 
of the Jews, and their ufury—Their ufury, 
without doubt, ought to be fupprcllcd; but a 
right to punilh the guilty does not convey a 
power to banifh them. By what right, in¬ 
deed, am 1 entitled to put a robber in the way 
of taking the purfes of others, in order that 
I may prevent him from getting pofieflion of 
mine ? What title authorifes us to fend into 
neighbouring Bates thofe banditti who in- 
feft ours, and who, in other places, would 
only renew their former crimes? The punifh- 
ment ol exile is one of thofe ufages equally 
ancient and barbarous, as well as that of con- 

fifeation; 
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fifeation; but the cafe refpeefting thefe will be 
the fame as with regard to the rack, the French 
will be the fir ft to difeover the abufc, and the 
lad to reform it. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Tbs Danger of tolerating the Jews in their 
prcfnt State, on Account of their Aver- 
fan to other People, and of their relaxed 
Morals. 

A Rcfpedable writer (i), who wifhes to 
juftify the morals of the Jews, obferves, 
that the principal book of their religion is 
the law of Mofcss and that with them we alfo 
pay refped to that facred volume. The argu¬ 
ments which Mr. Dolun ufes to juftify the 
Jews cannot be applied but to the feeble 
and difperfed tribes of the Caraites, who are 
declared enemies to oral traditions, and who, 
on that account, have the Rabbinifts as their 
enemies. Every body knows that the latter 
have changed the morality of the bible by 
intermixing in it talmudical reveries—reveries 
fo much refpccled, that the Jews compare the 
Bible to water, the Mifna to wine, and the 
Gcmarc to hippocras. 1 hefe two parts form 
the Talmud, that vaft refervoir, I had almoft 
faid link, in which is accumulated every folly 
that the human mind is capable of inventing. 

The 


The Jews have their Efcobars, and they 
have alfo their Sanchez. A number of their 
cafuifts, we are told, authorife deception, equi¬ 
vocation, mental reftridion, and hypocrify. 
A Rabbi Simeon decides, that if idolatry pro- 
mifes you life on condition of committing an 
ad of idolatry, you muft accept that condi¬ 
tion, becaufe it is not faid you Jhali die by tbefe 
laws, but you Jball live by them. Perjury ought 
not to wound their confciences, becaufc God 
effaces it in the day of expiation; and 
whether they be guilty of perjury, or of any 
other fin, they can cafily get rid of it, by go¬ 
ing, on the commencement of the new year, 
to the banks of fome river and carting it on 
the fifties (2). I will not venture, however, to 
affert, with a modern writer, that they con- 
fidcr the taking a falfeoath to be as honorable 
as to perform a meritorious adion. I muft 
even confcfs, that Ibmc Rabbis have haran¬ 
gued to their flocks on deceitfulnefs in words. 
Abcn-Ezra obferving how common this crime 
was among the Jews in his time, confidcrcd 
it as a fuflicicnt caufe for the prolongation of 
their miferics; but even this acknowledgement 
prove* the relaxed ftate of their morals; and 
had not their probity been fufpeded, would 
G fo 
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fo many precautions have been enjoined, and fo 
much written in Germany, on the manner of 
adminiftcring an oath to the Jews, which, 
ncvcrthclefs, arc thought ltill inefficient to 
give people confidence in them? 

° But, adds Mr. Dolun, the relaxed opi. 
nioni of fome Rabbis ought not to bring a re- 
fledion on the dodrine of the Jews, taken in 
general, any more than ideas of the like kind, 
advanced by Chriftian divines, ought to be put 
on a footing with the doctrines of the facred 
fcripturcs. Such a comparifon is very inaccu¬ 
rate. There is, however, a great difparity; 
for the erroneous opinions of our divines will 
have no influence but upon the narrow circle 
of their adherents ; whereas the decifions of 
the Rabbis arc irrefragable, fince one muff be¬ 
lieve a Rabbi, fays Luther, even were he to 
allure us, that the right hand is the left; and 
when two contradid each other, both ought 
to be conlidcrcd as in the right, and be pre¬ 
ferred to Mofes (3). Several of our divines 
have advanced maxims reprobated by the 
fcripturcs; but have they ever infultcd reafon 
by axioms as dctcftable as the following? 

Is it true, that according to the Talmud, » 
Jew ought to falutc a Chriftian by curfing him, 

and 
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and to wiffi him a good journey, by adding, 
petto, like that of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, or 
of Haman to the gallows (4)? Is it true, 
that according to Maimonidcs, one mull con¬ 
vert the idolater or kill him? That if he is in 
danger of being drowned one mull not affift 
him, and that not to thruft him over a preci¬ 
pice is doing him a favor (5)? Maimonides, 
among the Jews, is flylcd the Eagle of Dcftors; 
fo that, fince Mofes the legiflator, no one has 
appeared greater than Mofes Maimonidcs. 
Solomon Jarchi having decided that one mull 
bruife the head of the woman, as that of the 
ferpent, explains this thought, and confines 
the feverity of it to the Chriftian women (6). 
Bafnage has collected fevcral decifions of this 
kind. A Jew, who reads thefe authors, or who 
opening his Talmud finds there that he is ad- 
vifed to kill the beft man that may be exifting 
in any nation, if he docs not refpedt that book, 
which is now become claffic among all Rab- 

binifts, would not be far from-but I dare 

not finifh. Bafnage even aflurcs us, as well as 
Boulanger (7), that they have eftabliffied their 
hatred againft us into a precept, and that it is 
carried even to madnefs. I choofc rather to 
believe, however, that he muft be deceived in 
G 2 aferib- 
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afcribing to the whole Jews this horrid axiom 
of a few cnthufiafh, that he who docs not keep 
up his hatred, and avenge himfelf on his ene¬ 
mies, is unworthy of the title of Rabbi (8). 

The decretals evidently Ibew, that from a 
hatred to Chridianity, they formerly affetfed 
to appear in public with great pomp on Good- 
Friday, and that it was found neceflary to for¬ 
bid them to quit their habitations on that day. 
But to defeend to a period nearer the prefent 
time:—Do wc not fee, that in 1702, the King 
of PrufTia placed a Chridian infpedor in each 
of their religious aflemblies, and publidicd a 
fcverc edict againd them, to prevent them 
from repeating a form of imprecation ufed in 
their houfes and fynagogues, with a prohibi¬ 
tion under pain of banidimcnt, and even of 
being beheaded, to teach it to their children? 
This form of imprecation was ll'ir knien und 
bukken, uns abet niebt wr Jem gebangten Jefu: 
that is to fay, li e kneel down—we proflralc mir- 
/elves, but not before that Je/us who was banged. 

The fervor of the Jew s is Angularly inclined 
to fanaticifm; and they arc highly inccnfcd 
when one of their members abjures his reli¬ 
gion. This is in confcqucncc of a principle 
imputed to Maimonidcs (9), that thofc who 

abandon 


( ) 

abandon Judaifm ought to be perfecuted to 
hell. In 1752, when Borach Levi, a Jew ot 
Hagcncau, fummoned the clergyman of St. 
Sulpicc in due form of law to baptize him, 
after explaining his defire, his capacity, &c. 
in his fupplicating letter to the Archbifhop of 
Paris, he faid, If I rejoin the Jews, I am cer¬ 
tain that 1 Jhall be poi/oned (10). We dill re¬ 
coiled! that Italian Rabbi, who, about twenty 
years ago, wilhing to become a Chridian, re¬ 
ceived the baptifm of blood from the hands 
of the Jews. Many other anecdotes of a fimi- 
lar nature might be found to confirm thofe 
here mentioned. 

The averfion of the Jews is extended to two 
feels, fprung from the fame dock as themfelves. 
Thcgofpci atteds their inveterate hatred againd 
the Samaritans. Thefc, become almod ex- 
tinid, can no longer be objcdls of perfec¬ 
tion; but they arc objedts of calumny to the 
Rabbinids. I have heard that chimera main¬ 
tained, which has been fo often repeated, that 
the Samaritans aidually dill worlhip a pigeon 
on Mount Gerizim. It appears that in the 
twelfth century, the Rabbinids caufed the Ca- 
raites to be driven from Spain. F.very time the 
latter approached them, they w ere treated only 
G 3 with 
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with infulc ('«>)• A Caraitc, who came to 
Frankfort, would have been pelted to death, 
had not Ludolph refeued him from the fury of 
the fynagogue ( 12). Their hatred, indeed, 
is carried fo far, that if a Caraiteand a Chrif- 
tian happen to be in danger of drowning to. 
geiher, a Rabbinill ought to make a bridge 
of the body of the Caraitc, in order to favc 
the Chriftian fi3). Cudoms, which arc mat. 
ters of very little importance, and a certain 
pride, have even produced a divifion among 
the Rabbinids thcmfclvcs. Amderdam and 
London have fometimes fecn fcandalous fcencs 
arifing from the antipathy between the German 
and Portugucze nations : and even lately, a 
Jew of Berlin having married the daughter of 
a Portugucze phyfician, the parents of the 
girl wore mourning as for the death of a re¬ 
lation ( >4). What therefore are we to con¬ 
clude from what 1 have related? That we mull 
banifli the Jews and dcllroy them?—By no 
means.—It proves Hill more clearly, how nc- 
ceflary it is to reform them. One honed man 
more or fewer in fociety, is an objedt of no 
little importance; and yet we (hall find 
from four to five millions of Jews dif- 
perfed throughout the world, nearly forty 

thou- 
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thoufand of whom cxid in France. To rec¬ 
tify their education would be of the utmoft 
utility, both to the people and their morals. 

I mud, however, confcfs, that the mild- 
nefs of modern governments has a little cooled 
their religious cffervefccnce, and mitigated 
theirhatred againd us. This morality, founded 
upon a ferocious theory, fpecimcns of which 
we have given, is fcldom that of their con¬ 
duct; but even fuppoling that they pradlife it, 
let us repeat w ith tears, O reader, what I have 
faid before, This is our -sort ; bad we been in 
ibeir JitMlion, we Jbould have been much worfe. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Danger of tolerating the Jews in their 
prefent State, on Account of their 
Commerce and ufurious Praclices. 

hiflory of Verdun prefents us with a 
fad, which is Angularly linking. In 
the year 14(4, the inhabitants having fent 
deputies to the council of Bade, they pre. 
fented a petition, fetting forth, that as they 
lived on the borders of a country often laid 
wade by war, leave might be granted them 
to admit into their poor city Jews, who by 
their induflry might enliven it by commerce, 
and procure them the enjoyments of life. 
Violent debates, fays WalTebourg (1), took 
place on this petition, and it was at length 
rejedted. Was it in the power of the Jews to 
realife the defircs of this.city, or did the Vcr- 
dunoife /peculate badly? This queflion I lhall 
not examine; but it is at lead very doubtful, 
whether any city at prefent would wilh to 
admit them. In our fca-port towns, and in 
omc others, the Jews, as they arc ufeful in 
commerce, occafion a kind of livclincfs and 

adtivity; 


( *9 ) 


adlivity; but we mud allow alfo, that they 
hurt its credit, by weakening that confidence 
which is as it were the foul of it. If they 
favor the libertinifm of young people, and if 
they tend to corrupt the national manners, all 
thefe evils arife from their being entirely con- 
fined to commerce. As this occupation caufes 
fpccic to circulate in their hands, it renders 
it cafy for them to follow ufurious pradlices, 
and to debafe the current coin (2). Befides, 
commerce forms a connedtion between them 
and a great many citizens, by which they 
are enabled to employ a number of decep¬ 
tions, to make fraudulent bargains, and to 
fpread their baneful influence in a more effica¬ 
cious manner. 

Leo dc Modena has attempted to juflify 
his nation refpedling ufury, by the prohibi¬ 
tions mentioned in the pentateuch (3) ; but 
it is a Angular apology to quote the text of a 
law, in order to prove that it has not been 
infringed. On the contrary, who does not 
know that the facrcd books have ferved the 
Jews as a pretence for their robbery, and that 
juftifying thcmfclvcs from a paflage of Deu¬ 
teronomy (4), commented by avarice, they 
have extended the land of Canaan every w here, 
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in order that they might have a right to find 
Ammonites and Philirtines throughout the 
whole earth? Bcfidcs, being always filled with 
the idea of a MelTias, w ho is to fubduc the 
univerfe, they doubtlefs believe that their 
ufurious profits arc only a flight anticipation 
upon his conqucfts. We are allured, that 
many fynagogues borrow money on exorbi¬ 
tant interefl, bccaufc they have a certain 
profpaft of a clear gain by lending it out 
afterwards at a ftill higher rate; Toflat ( 5 ), 
therefore, and a multitude of authors with 
him, pretend, that the Jews do not confider 
it as a fin to cheat a Chriftian. If this afier- 
tion be true, can we find fmccrity among 
men, who have the art of committing frauds 
without remorfe, and who cannot live honeft- 
ly, without adting contrary to their own prin¬ 
ciples? The dread of punifnment then will 
be the only curb to reft rain them; but the 
lamp of jufticc has not always fuflicicnt power 
to dillipatc thofe clouds of darknefs, under 
which crimes are fometimes veiled. Bcfidcs, 
it is well known, that juftice indeed may be 
bought and fold, and that to certain people it 
becomes a very lucrative branch of in- 

duftry. 
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duflry. • With money the Jew purchafes 
protectors of credit, who fhelter him under 
their wings, and by thefe means fraud be¬ 
comes a contagious diftemper, which cor¬ 
rupts the purity of national manners. 

I.co dc Modena confcflcs, however, that 
the Jews in their abject (late, among different 
nations, may have fometimes degenerated 
from the ancient probity of the Ifraclitcs. 
This confeflion is fomething, but he would 
have done better to allow, that for a long time 
pafl, this vice has been prevalent among the 
Hebrew people. It is by this that they have 
debated thcmfclvcs; for exalted fentiments, 
vivacity of genius, and avarice, are three 
things that cannot be alloyed. But this 
author, in apologifing for the Jews, has not 
touched upon the favorable fide, which was 
to prove, that their ufurious practices arc the 

# The tranflator cannot refill the temptation of this 
opportunity to exprefs his indignation againft a fet of 
fharpers in this country, who, under pretence of their 
being inftruments of juftice, cxercife their rapacity 
upon every perfon who is unfortunate enough to fall 
into their hands. Pfttj? fogging attornitt and Trading 
Jujlun are a difgrace to any country. Vet fucb tbingt 
fir/-.—T. 

imme- 


p. 90-91 


Page 51 of 150 














Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 


( 92 > 

immediate and neccflary confequcnce of the 
opprclfion under which they labor; and that it 
is highly unreafonable to reproach them with 
crimes, after we have obliged them 10 commit 
them. However, What a Rabbi has never yet 
attempted, a Roman prieft hopes to execute 
with fucccfs; and the public, doubtlcfs, 
will with pleafure fee a Catholic minifter 
become an advocate for the grcatcll enemies 
of his religion. 

Dr. Pocock, an Englilh traveller, fur- 
prifed to find few Jews in the ifland of Scios, 
alked the reafon, and received the following 
anfwcr: He are too cunning for them (6). 
Peter the Great, when requeued to admit 
the Jews into his territories, where there are 
fome of them at prefent, replied to the perfon 
who was interceding for them, “ Congratulate 
“ them upon my rcfufal; they are cheats; 
" but as the Ruffians furpafs them in that 
“ refpeef, they would be an ovcr-match for 
them. The afiertions of the Czar and of 
the Sciotcs may, however, be doubted. No 
people have carried farther than the Jews 
the art of cunning, and of w atching for mis¬ 
fortune, in order that they may fall bufily 
upon thofe who are victims to itj at the 

moment 
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moment when you flatter yourfclf with the 
hopes of feeing the w hole feries of their de¬ 
ception laid open, they entangle you in new 
fnares. 

If a debtor at the Hated term of payment 
cannot liquidate his debt, to avoid a ruinous 
law fuit, he will be forced to purchafe at 
triple the value a horfc of no utility but to 
the tanner. Soon after, this debtor brings the 
fum w hich he ow es, but fometimes, under the 
infernal mafk of indulgence, he is told, that 
there is no ncccffity for his putting himfclf to 
any inconvenience, in order that being in¬ 
duced to employ his money elfewherc, they 
may have an opportunity of making an un¬ 
expected demand upon him, and of did reding 
him. Sometimes they return him a fccuritv, 
exactly copied from his own, with fo much 
artifice, as to Hand the (triCtcft examination, 
and to impofc even upon the molt experi¬ 
enced. Is this your note of hand ? Yes— 
Do you wifh to have the pleafure of feeing 
it burnt? By all means—It is then thrown 
into the fire—The debtor departs fully per- 
fuaded that he is liberated—But fome time 
after he is fued for the debt, and the real 
note is produced againll him. The only 

method 
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method to avoid any furprirc in fuch cafes, 
would be to enact, that the Jew, when he 
returns the note, (hould alfo give a receipt 
before two witncfTcs. I fay before witncfTcs, 
for (liould he have the fatal addrefs to vary 
his manner of writing, he would form his 
characters very differently from thofc which 
he ufually employed, and the receipt would 
be confidcred as a forgery. If the Jews pay 
very heavy taxes to the Sovereign, they 
know' well how to indemnify themfelvcs 
among the lower clafs of fociety, and the 
tribute which they pay to the (late, is a real 
burden upon the people. They make ad¬ 
vances to the farmers, by fupplying them 
with cattle on credit, and by lending them 
money to purchafc whatever may be ncceffary 
for agriculture; but this is a definitive kind- 
nefs which fupports thefe victims for a mo¬ 
ment, until they ufurp a right to ruin them. 
And thanks to the probity of the Hebrew 
people, every one knows the meaning of the 
vulgar cxprcllion, to be in lb,- bauds of the Jews. 
Purfuing the occupation of jockies, they have 
the mifehievous talent of giving to worn-out 
horfes, a borrowed youth, and a fictitious 
vigor, which deceive the molt dear-fighted ; 

and 
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and it is to be remarked, that in this, as well 
as in every other kind of contract, they almolt 
always exact one half too much; fo true it is, 
that they only want dupes to charge double 
the value of whatever they fell. 

As it is proper to difeufs both fidcs of the 
qucltion, I m id, however, obferve, that the 
Jews of Metz have tw ice rendered important 
fervices to the province. In the war, which 
was terminated by the treaty of Ryfwic, they 
procured horfes from Germany for the ca¬ 
valry, notwithflanding thofc prohibitions pub- 
lilhcd, which made it a capital offence to 
tranfport horfes to France. In 1698 , the 
poornefs of the crops giving people caufc to 
be apprehenfive of a famine, they conveyed 
corn from Frankfort, and brought back abun¬ 
dance to the province. It may, perhaps, be 
objected, that they found their advantage in 
this conduCt, by the profits arifing from the 
laic; but to this we reply, that we ought 
often to give men credit for their good ac¬ 
tions, without enquiring too narrowly into 
the motives from wmch they proceeded; 
but here a good aCtion was, as we are told, 
entirely detached from intcrcllcd views, fince 

they 
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they facrificcd above 1200 I. ftcrling by their 
contradl (j). 

After mentioning fads which give delight 
to the heart, we mud return to fcencs that 
pain it. Can we, for example, (hut our eyes 
upon that injury which the Jews do to youth, 
in favoring their libertinifm, by lending them 
money at exorbitant intcred ? What will that 
officer do whofe pa (lions begin to acquire 
force? or that other whofe affairs arc deranged 
by gambling or debauchery? The Ifraelite 
makes his appearance very feafonably, difplays 
his purfe, and mcafurcs his gain by the cm- 
barraffment of the borrower, and the dangers 
likely to arife from lending. The ufurcr is 
not acquainted with the Macedonian decree; 
but he knows very well, that he cannot in. 
voke the protection of the laws, which do 
not authonfe an action againd a minor, and 
which exprefsly forbid him to lend money 
to young heirs. Mud he wait till the bor¬ 
rower comes of age, a period generally not 
ir dlftant? At that epoch, he will find 
means to get propel' freurity for all debts 
contraded before; befides, the civil laws do 
not annihilate thofe of a minor; and if a 
tcfpeOs public opinion ever fo little 

he 
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he may extricate himfelf by giving up, to his 
great lofs, jewels and other valuable effeds, 
which thejew perhaps has already had in his pof. 
feffionfor fomctimc.as afecurity for his money. 
Even the parents thcmfdves are ready to con¬ 
tribute fomething, in order that they may ef¬ 
face thofe errors of youth, the fiiameof which 
would be refleded upon them, and perhaps 
prevent their foil from procuring an advanta¬ 
geous cdablidiment. 

What will become of the honed, indudrious 
farmer, ruined by the Jews? His mind is dc- 
bafed by indigence, and he has only one dep 
more to make to become a villain. Led 
adray by defpair, he will foon pafs that feeble 
barrier. If his wife has not yet died of a 
broken heart, die mud become an accomplice 
in the crimes of her hulband; and the chil¬ 
dren, educated amidd vice, will prepare for 
the following generation a race of worthlefs 
citizens. Ye unfortunate inhabitants of Sund- 
gaw, anfwcr, if ye have dill fufficient drength. 
Is not this a jud piclurc of the mifcrablc fitu- 
ation to which ye have been reduced by the 
Jews? Your country, formerly fertile, and 
w hich enriched your fathers, fcarccly produces 
II the 
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ihe coarfeft bread for their numerous defen¬ 
dants; while creditors, as mcrcilefs as deceit¬ 
ful, contend with you for the price of your 
labor. With what will you hereafter culti¬ 
vate thofe fields of which you have no longer 
but a precarious enjoyment ? Your cattle and 
your implements of hulbandry have been 
fold, to fatisfy thefe vipers, and to difeharge 
only a part of the ufurious itttcrcft accumu¬ 
lated on your heads. Being no longer in a 
condition to a (Tift the fertility of the earth, 
you are reduced to the ncceflity of curfing 
that of your women, who have brought forth 
children to be miferablc. You have been left 
only arms, wafted by pain and hunger; and 
if your rags ftill remain to atteft your mifery, 
and that you may bathe them in your tears, 
it is becaufe the ufurious Jew difdained to 
take them from you (8.) 

Boulanvillicr allures us, that during the 
wars of the laft century, the Jews gave great 
aftiftance to the inhabitants of Alfacc (9). I 
have no mind to contradict a faCt which does 
them fo much honor; but it is no lefs true, 
that one muft melt into tears, and fhudder 
with horror, in beholding the misfortunes oc- 

cafioned 
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cafioncd by the Jews in that province. Let 
the reader traverfe it in the fame manner as I, 
to be fatisfied refpedting the crimes of which 
I have given only a flight (ketch; and if his 
heart is not callous, or deferving to be fo, his 
heaving breaft will fuffer a figh to efcapc from 
it; his foul will be open to pity, and his purfe 
to indigence. It is very ftrangc, that every 
journal almoft is filent with refpcCt to thefe 
events, of which that country was the theatre 
fome years ago, and I fhall only give a (light 
account of them, for the fat is lad ion of thofe 
who are unacquainted with them. 

The Jews, greatly multiplied in Alface, 
multiplied their ufurious practices, and re¬ 
duced many Chriftians there to beggary. A 
number of other Chriftians, threatened with 
the fame fate, had rccourfc to rcprifals, by 
oppofing fraud to fraud. All of a fudden, 
Sundgaw was inundated with forged receipts; 
and the Jews raifed the cry againft impofture, 
and demanded the vengeance of the laws, 
without difeontinuing their oppreftion. This 
afiair, confidcred in its whole extent, exhibits 
a myftery of iniquity, a work of darknefs, 
which it is neither poffiblc nor prudent to cx- 
H 2 amine 
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amine too clofely. The thunder-bolts of juf- 
ticc have not been able to crufli all the crimi¬ 
nals who were convicted; the Jews lament 
them; but let us pity the Chriflians, while wc 
condemn them. 


CHAP. 


( ioi ) 


CHAPTER XII. 

In what Manner the Jews became a com¬ 
mercial People, and UJurfrs. 

T HE political ftate of the European 
powers in the middle ages, furnilbed the 
Jews with many and even lawful means of en¬ 
riching themfclves. Every commercial refource 
was found naturally in their hands; for, the 
clergy excepted, of what kind of people 
were nations then compofed? Of lords and 
flavcs. The former, abandoned to diffipation, 
hunting, or military exploits, never thought 
of incrcafing their fortunes by the afliftance of 
commerce; and had they even been acquaint¬ 
ed with it, they would have difdained it. The 
latter could not cafily quit their wretched ha¬ 
bitations, in order to circulate the productions 
of different countries, nor had they any defire 
for augmenting the enjoyments of tyrants, 
w ho deprived them of all theirs. The Jews, 
for the mofl part were ferfs, as well as others; 
but as they were not attached to the foil, they 
retained a certain portion of liberty, w hich 
jq -j opened 
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opened a field for their induffry. Buying and 
felling were occupations confined then exdu. 
lively to them, and they carried on the whole 
retail trade of Europe, clpecially in Germany. 
1 (hall leave the reader to judge whether, with a 
third forgair, anacutenefs which in an indant 
could fee what profits were to be made, a fa. 
cility of correfponding with one another, and 
with their brethren in foreign countries, and 
opportunities of employing all thefe means, 
they could (ail to amafs riches. Their hiflory 
is intimately connected with that of com¬ 
merce, the fpirit of uhich they and the Vene¬ 
tians revived in Europe. Their genius for cal¬ 
culation gave rife to the art of finance, till 
then almod unknown, and in a very lhort time 
fpccic pafled entirely into their hands. They 
were, therefore, almofl every where the only 
farmers of the revenues, until Lombardy fent 
forth a multitude of knaves, who, under the 
name of Caoffins or Corfins (i), came to 
dare in the fpoils of the people, particularly 
m France and in England. Princes armed with 
all their power found it very difficult to extir¬ 
pate thefe vermin who preyed upon their dates, 
the Corfins, however, difappeared; but the 
Jews, repeatedly expelled, always found the 

fccret 
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fccret to return. During their exile, they had 
art enough to get poITeffion of their effects, to 
conlign them into the hands of their confi¬ 
dants by private letters, and to turn thefe let¬ 
ters into money, by the means of travellers 
and foreign merchants. This gave birth to 
letters of exchange, a thing unknown to the 
ancient Greek and Roman jurifprudence. Fif- 
cher gives the honor of this invention to the 
Germans (ah The author of Inflruflims re- 
fpc fling Bills of Exchange, aferibes it to the 
Florentines, of the faction of the Guclphs, 
when upon their expulfion by the Gibelins, 
they retired to France, and to other parts of 
Europe. But hidory atteds the contrary: and 
according to what is related by John Villani, 
in fome part of his work, the Jews were the 
inventors of bills of exchange and of infur- 
ance (3), adopted afterwards by the Vene¬ 
tians and the Hanfc Towns. To the Jews, 
the French alfo are indebted for the cdablifli- 
ment of the banks of Bayonne and Bour- 
dcaux. 

A Jew, then, eagerly employs thefe different 
means to elude vigilance, and to fupport him- 
fclf by riches almod invifiblc, which may be 
fent every where, fays a certain author, and 
H 4 which 
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which leave no traces behind them. They 
protect commerce, and caufe it to flourifh in 
every quarter of the globe: but this fignal ad¬ 
vantage is attended with one inconvenience- 
which is, that the merchant, become a citi¬ 
zen of the world, by the facility with which 
hecantranfport his fortune, which is contained 
in his port folio, is feldom a zealous patriot. 

It is well known when and in what manner 
the third rflates were created in the diflerent 
countries of Europe, and how civil liberty 
was rc-e(labli(hcd, which was ow-ing rather to 
the embarraffment into which Princes were 
thrown by the feudal fyftem, than to the hu¬ 
manity of their hearts. We have, already 
hinted, that the Jews were in part the occa- 
fional caufe of the ferfs being made free. We 
fliall here offer a remark, which no perfon, 
perhaps, ever yet made; which is, that this 
enfranchifcment became a barrier that often 
checked the robbery of the Jew*.. .Corpora¬ 
tions and communities, prompted by a defire 
of acquiring property, and put in ad ion by 
the tyring of liberty, gave themfelves up to 
every kind 0 f commercial fpeculation. The 
Chriftians, then, could in perfect fccurity deal 
' 11 1 c ' r brct hren ; fincerity appeared in 

many 
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many contracls; and the rays of rcafon, en¬ 
lightening the mazy path of ufury, taught the 
people to be on their guard againft the frauds 
of the ufurcr. 

But if the Jews, become brokers ill every 
country, worfhip no other idol but money, 
and arc infefled with no other ieprofy but 
ufury (4) : and if thefe people, without coun¬ 
try, have fo often fold their honefty to the 
higheft bidder, governments ought to blame 
themfelves for having led them to this cx- 
ccfs, by depriving them of all other means 
of fubfiiting. Why have they bent the unfor¬ 
tunate Hebrew s under the yoke of the fevered 
opprcflion, by loading them fo heavily with 
taxes, that they are even made to pay for 
the infectious air which they breathe ($) ? By 
interdicting them from following trades and 
profcfTions, they have limited the objects of 
their indudry, tied up their hands, and by thefe 
means compelled them to confine themfelves 
entirely to commerce. A ftriking proof of 
this adcrtion is, that they have only applied 
thcrnfclvcs.to this purfuit lincc their difperfion. 
The facred hidory fpcaks of the trading ficcts 
of Solomon, but no others can be mentioned; 
the genius of that great Prince created them; 

and 
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and we find that they were not continued by 
any of his fucceirors. Among the Hebrews, 
there were always very little circulation and 
little barter; their law appears to have been 
almoit dire&ly contrary to the fpirit of com¬ 
merce (6); and whilft, by the form of their 
government, they were confined to the culiiva. 
tion of a fertile territory (7), they neglected 
commerce, though they inhabited a maritime 
country, abounding with excellent harbours. 

But in the middle ages, commerce was the 
only avenue open for ,them to arrive at opu¬ 
lence. Some of them could not engage in it 
on account of old age, or difeafe; and others 
could not attain to any eminence, becaufc con- 
fidcrable capitals were requifite for that pur- 
pofe, and credit fufficient to fecure the confi¬ 
dence of their creditors; thus the greater part 
of them being confined to the lowed traffic, 
neceffity almod compelled them to add, by 
deception, to the moderate gain arifing from 
a fubaltern profit; becaufc, when people arc 
opprefied by third and hunger, w hen they arc 
deflitutc ot every refource, and when the af¬ 
fecting cries of a numerous family, implor¬ 
ing affiftancc, refound in their cars, they mud 
either rob or perifn. This proves that the 

Jews, 
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Jews, indcad of being fitted for a country 
trade, would, on the contrary, be more dan¬ 
gerous in that part, efpecially if their bar¬ 
gains were not concluded for ready money. 

It has almod always been obferved, that the 
mod numerous part of this nation droll about 
under the rags of mifery, whild a fmall num¬ 
ber have had the art of accumulating riches. 
But thefe riches, acquired by the mod odious 
means, have often fallen a prey to the law lefs 
rabble, under a pretence of recovering their 
property (8). When the dorm was pad, the 
fame pretence authorized the Jew to be guilty 
of new aids of ufury, w hich were fucceeded 
by new depredations; and the Ifraclite, when 
he again appeared on the fccne, according to 
an expredion of Cardinal Huguc, contempo¬ 
rary with Saint Louis, without coining money, 
of a fou Tottrnois, made a Pari/is * (9); and 
according to Chryfippus, in Lucian, he drew 
intered from intcrcd, as one confcqucnce is 
drawn from another, becaufc he regulated his 

* A /ei Pari fit is a fit which contains > fourth more 
than a Jth Tturmit, becaufc the money formerly coined at 
Paris, was a fourth more in ralue than that coined at Tours. 
The common fit, therefore, is worth only twelve drnitrt, 
whereas the Jut Parifii is worth fifteen.—T. 
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ufury in proportion to the rirque which he 
ran of lofing his principal. Always expofed, 
therefore, to the rapacity of the people, and 
of the Exchequer, the Jews were under the 
neceflity of attaching themfelves to money 
particularly; for being more portable than the 
gifts of fortune, it is at the fame time the 
reprefentative of all the reft. 

In proportion to the incrcafc of humanity 
among people, and of wifdom in govern¬ 
ments, the evils of which I have fpoken be¬ 
came lefs frequent; but formerly. Princes 
and the chiefs of nations pretended to be ig¬ 
norant of them, in order that they might 
have a Iharc in the fpoils. How often have 
they been feen to confifcatc the property of 
the Jews, and to exonerate their debtors (10)! 
It has, without doubt, been remarked, that 
this unlawful treatment involved the innocent 
with the guilty, cffentially wounded without 
rcal'on the right of property, and exceeded, 
therefore, the bounds of thcfovcrcign authority, 
Jufticc, however, wiflied fometimes to proceed 
in a more equitable manner; but if we examine 
the different regulations made in different ages, 
refpefting this objedt, we fliall find that they 
are often unjuft, and for the moll part ufclefs. 

CHAP- 


C 10 9 ) 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Means hitherto employed to fupprefs the 
ufurious Practices of the Jews. In¬ 
efficiency of tbefe Means. 

T Have fomewhere read, but I do not re- 
"*■ collect in what author, a Icgidativc aft 
paffed in fomc country, by which the Jews 
were ltriftly commanded not to purchale 
ftolcn goods. This order ought to appear 
ftrangc, cfpccially as it added nothing to the 
obligation impofed by the law of nature, fincc 
it inflicted no punifhmcnt upon the offenders 
who broke it. The advice given them by a 
certain author, who has written upon artificial 
fire-works, not to burn powder magazines, 
feems to be equally efficacious; but a circum- 
ftance (till ftrangcr, perhaps, is that in other 
countries, the Jews have had a right not to 
return ftolen goods, except when they re¬ 
ceived value for them. This we learn from 
different tcftimonics, and above all, from a 
Bilfiop of Olmutz (i). A very Angular 
right alfo is the permilfion granted to the 
Jews, by the Emperors Charles V. and Ferdi¬ 
nand 
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nand I (2), and by various tribunals, among 
others, the parliament of Metz, to exadl no 
higher intercfl than the Chriftians (3); 
whilft all other legiflative codes atteft the 
efforts of thefc two powers to fupprefs ufury. 

The fourth council of the Latran, in 1215, 
defirous of obliging them to repair the injury 
they had done by their oppreflion, forbade 
them to have any intcrcourfc with the Chrif- 
tians, till they had fatisfied that law. Other 
councils (4) renewed thefe ordinances, w hich 
were too vague to be put in execution. A 
council of Albi, in 1254, and another of Mont¬ 
pellier, four years after (j), were much more 
feverc; they exonerated the Chriftians from 
paying thofe debts which they owed to the 
Jews, provided they could fwcar that the 
latter had made ufc of ufurious pradlices in 
their dealings with them. People, however, at 
that period, were not fufhcicntly enlightened 
to perceive, that fuch a decree expofed the 
Jews to the avarice of their debtors, and fur- 
nithed villainy with arms againft them. An 
affembly held at Mclun, under St. Louis, ab- 
folutcly forbade borrowing from the Jews (6), 
and the fovcrcign Pontiff Paul IV. renewing 
a flatute of the council of Frilinguen (7), de- 


( in ) 

prived them of the liberty of receiving in- 
tereft. It may be readily perceived, how 
cafy it was to elude thefc two laws, the firlf, 
by giving to loans the name of falcs, and the 
fecond, by making the intcrcft a part of the 
principal. 

An edidt of the year 1228, under the mi¬ 
nority of St. Louis, had already ordered, that 
when debts were contracted with the Jews, 
three copies Ihould be drawn out of the pro- 
miffory note or bond, one of which Ihould be 
put into the hands ol the king’s officers, ano¬ 
ther into thofe ot the debtor, and the third 
into thole of the Jcwilh creditor (8). There 
was a time, w hen debts, contradfed w ith the 
jews in Normandy, were not accounted legal 
until they had been regiftcred by the bailiff, 
before whom creditors were obliged to fum- 
mon thofe who borrowed from them. 

In Hcffc, they were forbidden by edidls 
publifhed in >718 and 1748, to lend on pri¬ 
vate fecurity, a fum exceeding twenty florins. 
In the territories of Darmflad. it was ne- 
ceffary, that if the borrower was married, he 
fhould be accompanied with his wife ; befides 
this, the Jews were forbidden, under pain of 
loflne the intereft, to lend lor any longer time 
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than two years (9). All thefc formalities, 
preferibed in this manner, produced that 
effect w hich was to be expected from them: 
they approached towards the end, without 
ever reaching it. 

By an Imperial law-, Jews who had money 
owing to them by Chriftians, were forbid to 
transfer their debts to any one, under pain of 
lofing the fum due. The author already 
quoted (10), fays, he forry is to fee difufed an 
edict, which he calls a very w ife one ; but I 
do not know on what grounds, for all that it 
could produce was, to oblige the Jew to cx- 
crcife his ufurious practices on his own ac¬ 
count, and certainly this was not fulheient to 
check his rapacity. 

By a recefs of the empire in 1441 .it was 
ordered, that all deeds between the Jews and 
Chriftians lliould be executed before a magif- 
tratei to the former, it forbade all private 
deeds, except in fair time, bccaufc it was fup- 
pofed, that in public it would be more dilfi- 
cu lt to practice fraud: feveral Sovereigns 
adopted this law. We have, therefore, fecn 
Louis XV. by a declaration of 1733, forbid 
the Jews to receive notes from the Chriftians, 
unlefs attefted by witnefles ; in Lorraine alfo, 

the 
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the good prince Leopold, by his edift of De¬ 
cember the 30th, 1728. ordered, that there 
lliould be no dealings w ith the Jews by notes 
of this nature; that for loans and bargains by 
fale, no engagements lliould be entered into, 
but by deeds executed before a notary : and 
that in cafes of borrowing money, the intereft 
lliould never be added to the principal, in 
order to accumulate, 8tc. In different coun¬ 
tries thefc ordinances have been repeated an 
hundred times, and violated an hundred thou- 
fand. Experience has fliewn the inutility of 
all thefc means; and, like the hydra in the 
fable, ufury continually revives to make frelh 
ravages. 

Thefc arc the principal laws which have 
been made in different countries and different 
ages, againlt the ufury of the Jews. Princes 
and councils alfo have made others lefs im¬ 
portant ; but to enumerate them would be as 
tedious as ufelcfs: and it clearly appears, that 
the infufficiency of them gives us rcafon to 
wifli for new ones. Bafnagc is very angry, 
that councils ftlould attempt to regulate what 
is out of their fphere. He ought, however, 
to have remarked, that after the fccond race 
of our kings, and in the middle ages, many 
I coun- 
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councils, both in France and Germany, were 
a kind of parliamentary alTemblics, in which 
ftatutes were formed by the concurrence of 
two powers, and befides, princes were eager 
to confirm ecclefiaftical decrees, in order to 
enfurc the execution of them. On this ac¬ 
count, Clotairc II. confirmed that of the fifth 
council of Paris, in 615, which forbade the 
Jews to bring any action againft a Chrif- 
tian (11). This law, preferable to all thofe 
which followed, would in a great meafure 
have extirpated ufury, had it been put in 
force with rigor. The fenate of Bade, by a 
regulation of December the nth, 1768, for¬ 
bade the Jews to carry on any trade in horfes 
and cattle, except on thofe days when the 
market was held in the city, and in the fairs 
of the canton; it forbade them bcfidcs, to 
conclude any bargain even on thofe days ex¬ 
cept for ready money. The plan which I am 
going to explain, approaches near to the fpi- 
rit of the council of Paris, already mentioned, 
and to the law of the magiftrates of Bade. 
Since on this fubjedt one may venture to ex- 
pofe ones ideas, we fiiall here give ours. 


C II A P- 


( ) 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Ni’W Means propofed to fupprtfs the Ufury 
of the Jews. 

\yHAT is ufury ? The acceptation of this 
word is not yet fixed by a definition 
univcrfally received in our moral code, and 
this is a great deficiency, which eternifes the 
difputes of the greater part of divines with 
politicians. Several cafuifts, however, whofc 
number is continually encrcaling, and whofc 
logic is forcible, authorife interefl upon njo- 
ney lent, at the rate fixed by the Sovereign, 
and this they do fo much the more readily, 
as the church has not yet pronounced dog¬ 
matically on the fubjcdl. This is not a proper 
place for examining this queftion, which has 
been lately treated by fcveral authors; but we 
may predict, that in lefs than half a century, 
they will all be unanimous in their opinions. 
We ought then to wifli for the arrival of that 
happy moment, which will raife up a power¬ 
ful barrier againft ufury, whilft the facility of 
making a lucrative loan under the fandlion 
of law, will multiply the rcfources of indi- 
I a genec. 
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gence. It has been obferved, that ufurious 
pradices were more common, cfpecially in 
Alfacc, after the prohibition forbidding thofe 
who had pofleffions in mort-main to purchafe 
annuities; and how great advantages may be 
derived from the religious houfes, when peo¬ 
ple think that they may, without wounding 
their confcienccs, receive an yearly income 
from money lent for a certain flatcd period ? 
One Chriftian then finding afiiftance in the 
purfc of another, w ill be lefs expofed to fall 
a prey to Jcwifli rapacity. 

Another means, which checking the ufuri¬ 
ous pradices of the Jews, will afford a relief 
to the unfortunate, would be to cflablifh in 
every capital city, a Lombard, or Mont de 
Pietb * which might poffefs the confidence 
of the public. Money might be lent there 
on fccurity, without intcrcft, or at lcaft the 

• Lombard, in France called Mont dt Pieti, a name 
given in Holland and Flanderi fo an cftablifhmcnt, au- 
thorifed by government, fo lend money upon pledge*. 
It wau invented by the Lombard Jews. The intereft 
paid u regulated by a magiftratc, and \$ moderate; but 
the great profit* of the Lombard, arife from the fale of 
the efttft* at the end of the year, in cafe they are not 
redeemed*—T. 

intcreft 
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intcreft might be extremely moderate, and 
country people, as well as citizens and Jews, 
might have acccfs to thefc places. We know 
how much Italy has been benefited from infti- 
tutions of this kind, eftabliflied by fome of 
the Popes, to reftrain the ufury of the He¬ 
brews, as appears from the infeription upon 
that of Bologna (i), and the advantages of 
them cannot be too much commended. 

But thefe acceflory means do not ftrikedi- 
redly at the root of ufury; and it is neccfTary 
that we (hould attack the monftcr in its re¬ 
treat. 

Compel the Jews to fell only for ready mo¬ 
ney, annul all fecuritics (2) that they may 
hereafter receive from the Chrillians, and 
thefc expedients will perhaps be the mod effi¬ 
cacious that can be employed to fupprefs ufu¬ 
rious deception. Securities are intended only 
to warrant the payment of debts; and when 
ufury (hall have no other fccurity than the 
honefty of the debtors, it is doubtful, whether 
to commit an ad of injufticc, a Jew will leave 
himfclf at the mercy of thofe who have been 
his vidims. To lend, therefore, upon a fim- 
plc promife, and give credit for goods upon a 
promife, will never be agreeable to his lallc, 
1 3 for 
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for he augurs fo much the more unfavourably of 
thehonefty of mankind, becaufe his own fervea 
him as a point of comparifon to judge from. 
To lend or fell before witnefles, will never fc- 
cure him, though there were an hundred of 
them, becaufe he can bring no a&ion for 
debt againft a Chriltian; he cannot claim the 
fupport of the law, in cafe the debtor denies 
the debt. People are not tempted to receive 
as ready money, bills which they can make no 
ufe of after they have difeounted them; by 
this law, therefore, the ufurious agency of the 
Jews will be annihilated. An cirential claufe 
in this law would be to fix a time, reckoning 
from its being palled, in which every Jew, 
holding bills from a Chriftian, fhould be ob¬ 
liged to regiftcr them in the Regifter Office of 
the place where he expects to be paid for them, 
under pain of his title being invalidated, by 
neglecting to comply with this regulation. It 
is not difficult to comprehend the intention of 
this claufc. It would prevent the Jew from 
coming ten or twenty years after to prefent 
fecuritics, recently forged, but ante-dated in 
fuch a manner as to elude the law. 

I fee only one method of eluding it, and 
that is, by making ufe of bills payable to the 

bearers 
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bearer; it is well known, that in thefc the 
creditor is not mentioned. In the moment of 
diftrefs, you borrow an hundred crowns of a 
Jew, you give him a note, payable to the 
bearer, for one hundred and fifty, which he 
will fell for one hundred and thirty, and hence 
arifes his gain. By ancient regulations, fuch 
aCts were forbidden in France. Louis XV. 
aboliffied them anew in 1716s but by a decla¬ 
ration of January 21, 1721, he again eftab- 
lifficd the ufe of them. The inconveniences 
arifing lrom thefe notes have been always ba¬ 
lanced by their advantages j and if we are de- 
firous of reforming a people, if we are anxi¬ 
ous that the Jews ffiould become good citi¬ 
zens, the profeription of fuch bills ought to 
form a part of the plan adopted to realize that 
wiffi; at leaft the ufe of them ought to be fub- 
jeCled to fuch formalities as would raife a bar¬ 
rier againft the abufc of them. Such would 
be that of requiring, in cafes where ufury was 
fufpeCled, that the holders ffiould declare, and 
prove from whom they received them; though 
different arrets have decided that they arc not 
under this obligation. Such alfo would be 
that of fubjeCting thefe bills to infpedors, who 
might point out, in a certain manner, the firft 
1 4 pofTclTor 
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pofTcfTor of the bill; in order, that on the 
flighted doubt, the Rcgifler Office might be 
confulted, which would dear up the whole 
affair. 

When deeds, figned without witnefTes, have 
been fubjeclcd to fomc formalities, letters of 
exchange, and bills payable to order, and to 
the bearer, have always been exempted from 
this law, as ccnilituting a feparate clafs. This 
diflinelion was made in the edict of October, 
1705; and before thar, by the declaration of 
May the 15th, 1703; which exempted them 
from the order of the ediift palled in Decem¬ 
ber, 16S4. The ncccffity of thefc formalities, 
which we propofc for notes payable to bearer, 
would a little retard the circulation of property j 
but this flight inconvenience would be diffid¬ 
ently compenfated by the happielt elfetfls. 
However, even in cafe it fliould not be thought 
proper to proferibe thefc notes entirely; and 
though the utility of the propofed formalities 
ffiould be contcflcd, an edidt, annulling the 
fecuritics in the hands of the Jews, would 
almolt always anfwcr its proper end, for the 
following rcafon. The Jew, rendered inca¬ 
pable of converting his notes into cadi per- 
fonally, cannot commit a fraud, but by mill¬ 
ing 


( «2I ) 

mg to Chriflians who are Jews in difpoTttion. 
and to whom he privately fells his notes, pay* 
able to bearer, or'who lend him their names 
to bills of other kinds. But the villain who 
is capable of infringing the laws of the (late, 
by conniving at fuch a manoeuvre, would be 
equally capable of informing againfl the Jew 
as a violator of the fame laws, or of cheating 
his employer, who could not bring an adion 
againfl him. Bcfidcs, thofe who lend their 
names mufl be paid; and thofe bills which 
pafs in trade do not bring to the feller the 
total of the fum mentioned. The diminution 
of gain, in cither of thefc cafes, and the dread 
of incurring very heavy penalties, which the 
delinquents would be obliged to pay, will lef- 
lcn and even annihilate the defire of commit¬ 
ting a fraud, which could not be acomplifhed 
on either fide without running great rifque. 
The law, therefore, can never be eluded, but 
by very indirect means, extremely difficult, if 
not impoffiblc. 

1 his law is not contrary, but in appearance, 
to the principles of civil liberty, the advan¬ 
tages of which we w iffi to extend to the whole 
nation. 1 hough corrolivc fubllanccs be em¬ 
ployed againfl an inveterate diforder which 

cannot 
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cannot be overcome but by violent remedies, 
we always fay, and with juftice, that they tend 
to the recovery of the patient. Befidcs, the 
Jews form only a very fmall part of any nation 
whatever, which may be molt interefted in 
checking their extortion; the government, 
therefore, which choofcs to purfuc the proper 
means, will equally attain to its end, which is 
to promote the happinefs of the greater num¬ 
ber. 

It is doubtlefs unneccffary to remark, that 
all the propofed regulations will ccafc to have 
effect, when circumllances render them of no 
farther ufc. It may be readily judged, that 
an edi<fl will not fuddcnly deltroy ufury in its 
principle; for this vice is too deeply rooted 
among the Hebrew people, and the character 
of a nation cannot be changed in the fame 
manner as the uniform of a military body. 
This change cannot be operated but by length 
of time, and we have explained the means 
which ought to contribute towards it. The 
reader has feen in the twelfth chapter, that the 
piopenfity of the Jews to ufury, is the confe- 
quence of their wretched fuuation in the dif¬ 
ferent countries w hich they inhabit; it is there¬ 
fore evident, that a change in their condition 

will 
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will produce another in their eondudt. When 
they become citizens, and apply toother p Ur - 
fuits than commerce, ufury will be no more 
prevalent among them than among other peo¬ 
ple, to whom they will be perfectly fimilarin 
every thing. In expeftation of the heart be. 
ing converted, let us put a flop to the ra¬ 
vages of ufury, by rendering it inactive; and 
every one knows, that a lire is foon extinguiflied 
when it is not fupplied with fuel. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Pcffibility of reforming the Jews. This 
Reformation may be reconciled with their 
Manners, their Prejudices, and their 
religious Principles. 

S OME writers, and the celebrated Micha- 
elis at their head, pretend that the changes 
propofed to bring about a revolution among 
the Jews, arc incompatible with their religi¬ 
ous and moral conftitution, and that it would 
be in vain to attempt to reform them (1). 
Thcfc authors have wafted abundance of rca- 
foning and erudition, to prove a thefts which 
we arc going to controvert. We ftiall prefent 
our objedions in all their force; we (hall add 
new ones; and we (hall anfwer them all; but 
let us previoufly give a dear idea of the true 
flare of the queftion. 

It is not ncccffary to examine whether the 
jews, confidered in thcmfclvcs, arc fit for 
every art and trade, and for difeharging all 
the functions of citizens. 1 heir refidcnce in 
Palcftine proves the pofiibility by the fad ; 
but it is our bufinefs to enquire, whether civil 

functions, 
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functions, and the arts and the trades, fuch 
as they are cxcrcifed among us, can be recon¬ 
ciled with the laws, the morality, and the 
prefent prejudices of the Jew*. The dilficulty 
arifes from their religion comprehending every 
adion of life, in regulations which our poli¬ 
tical conftitutions will never adopt; they 
would wifh rather to fubjed them to the obfer- 
vation of national laws. Abftrading from the 
truth or fallity of religious principles, in every 
creed, the precepts and the morality alone 
ought to be confidered as invariable; for the 
ritual laws may be modified, or at lead the 
excrcife of them may be omitted, on account of 
the difficulty or impoffibility of obferving them; 
and though ignorance and prejudice havefome- 
times brought external ceremonies to a level 
with dogmatical and moral principles, every 
fenfiblc perfon, of whatever religion, has been 
convinced, that to omit rites, in certain cir- 
cumftances, is not to abjure them. They 
have been of opinion, that without offending 
againlt the rights of the Deity, one might 
bend under the yoke of ncccffity; and the 
Jews have done it an hundred times without 
remorfe. I (peak not only of laws merely 

. - local, 
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local, fuch as thofc which relate to facrifice*. 
the eating of the pafchal lamb, &c. but of 
thofealfo, which by their nature are applicable 
to every place whatever. Is there any law 
more precife than that which enjoins a man to 
marry the widow of hi3 brother, if he dies 
without ifluc? But what Jew at prefent would 
fcruple to deviate from it (2)? Is his confci- 
cncc difturbed bccaufe he can no longer inflift 
the punilhment appointed in the pcntateuch; 
and bccaufe he is not permitted to ftonc adul¬ 
terers, blafphemcrs and rebellious children? 
We have feen the Hebrews deviate from their 
law in important points, even when they were 
under no nccclfity ol doing lo; fuch as their 
being prohibited from having paintings in 
their houfes; notwithftanding which, many 
Jews, cfpecially in Italy, have in their poflef- 
lion, preferve, and are fond of the mailer* 
pieces of eminent artifts. 

Many learned Jews, with whom I have fre¬ 
quently converfcd, had a very confined creed. 
They reduced the fundamental dogmas of their 
law to three: the unity of God; the immorta¬ 
lity of the foul, and future rewards and pu- 
nilhments. To many of them the coming of 
the Mcflias is only an object of hope, and not 

of 
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of belief; they admit only of three things, 
which ought to be avoided, even at the ha¬ 
zard of one’s life—idolatry, inccfi, and mur¬ 
der—comprehending, no doubt, thofc crimes 
which thence proceed, or w hich arc analagous 
to them. After this, they make a diftinction 
between precepts and periniflions, as divorce 
and polygamy, then between efiential precepts 
and regulations of the police. In the latter 
clafs are included the laws rclpecfing majority, 
doweries, the order of fuccelfion, guardians for 
children, 5 cc. all things extremely variable, and 
of fuch a nature as to be modified or changed. 
They allow that thcccrcmonial laws w hich con¬ 
cern agriculture, and the diltimflon of clean 
and unclean food, were merely local; fome 
were dietetic rules, that concerned certain un- 
wholcfomc kinds of mear in Palclline; and 
others tended, as we fay at prefent, to keep 
the Hebrews at a difiancc from the ceremonies 
of Paganifm. This obfervation unveils the 
fpirit of feveral conflitutions, which one is 
almoff tempted to confidcr as ridiculous, but 
which were the confequcnceofapolicy equally 
wife and profound. Maimonidcs himfelf has 
acknowledged it. 

The 
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The principal rites in the Jcwilh worlhip 
arc circumcifton, obfervance of the Sabbath, 
fedivals, &c. and perhaps there is no religion, 
the doctors of which can fo calily relax, rcfpcct. 
ing practices conlidered as indifpenfible. By 
conniving at a hypocritical difguife, the Jews 
of the province of Honan have adopted a part 
of the Chinefe worlhip, and honor Confu¬ 
cius (4). At Salonica, the followers of Zab- 
bathai-Zevi, who are very numerous, frequent 
the mofqucs, but never the fynagogucs, and 
yet they are Jews in their hearts (5). How 
often, in the middle ages, have they been feen, 
and ftill appear in Spain, under the fpecious veil 
of Chrillianity, to Judaife, in fccret, w ithout 
being circumcifcd; to labor on their fabbath- 
day, and to abdain from no kind of food (6/, 
without being reputed by their Rabbis dc- 
ferters of their worlhip. Mofes, indeed, by 
the laws which he preferibed to the Jews, fc- 
parated them from other people; a prudent and 
wife plan, to drengthen the union of the Is¬ 
raelites with their brethren; to counteract the 
inclination which they had for imitating their 
depraved manners, and the idolatrous worfliip 
of the nations bordering on Judea. On this 
account, they were reproved for forming mar- 

riage 
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nage alliances with the Gentiles; but did thefe 
laws, refpecting dangers, didblve their foc'ial 
union, and were they fubjeCt to no exceptions? 
Did they prevent 1 ledcr from lawfully efpouf- 
ing Ahafuerus; and Solomon from forming 
an alliance with Hiram? Did they condemn 
the Hebrew, when he went to iharpen his 
plow-lhare among the Philidines; when he 
received the officers of the Queen of Sheba, 
and when he was a minidcr or courtier in the 
palace of Babylon? A difparity of worlhip 
docs not bring men nearer each other; but 
this inconvenience, which is common to all 
religions, weakens civil bonds only; it will 
never dedroy them, but among men, who by 
their creed arc commanded to hate thole w ho 
have one different from theirs. 

This lall obfervation naturally leads to an 
objection which has been often repeated. It is 
by this principle, fay fomc, that the Jew is an 
enemy to all thole who arc not of the fame 
perfuadon. As for me, 1 have fpoken very 
openly refpeCting his avcrfion to us, without 
fearing to be reproached with contradiction, 
becaufc this hatred was never preferibed by 
the law. Shall we find it in thofe facrcd books, 
which formally and fo often command, that the 
K dranger 
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ft ranger {houldbc received in the fame manner 
as the widow and the fatherlefs? and which 
defeends even to order, that the ears of corn 
in harveft, and the grapes in the time of the 
vintage, {hall be left for the benefit of the 
ftrangcr and the poor ? 

The ferocious maxims of fome Rabbis, too 
much adopted, without doubt, are not, how¬ 
ever, generally approved; and the Jews op- 
pofc to them a great number of doctors who 
have written in a different manner. Maimo- 
nides, accufcd of having in one of his works 
pronounced a fcntcnce of proferiprion againft 
all idolaters, ncverthclcfs fays, that anlfraclite, 
w ho does not love all men who are followers 
of the religion of nature, is not acquainted 
with his own. Almoft all thcfymbolical books 
of the Jews, printed for thefc three centuries, 
have in their title page an axiom of the fame 
author, which exprcfsly commands the Jews 
to love all other nations (7). Though the 
cuftom of prefixing this motto to all their 
works, may be ow ing to political affectation, 
we can at lcaft ftill fay, that the nation pub- 
lickly difavows that infernal morality which 
enjoins them to hate all other nations. The 
Hebrew doflors have concurred to degrade 

thefe 
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thefe people; but .we {hall explain by what 
means they may be made to contribute towards 
their reformation. We fliall begin by them, and 
we (hall do for them what we have never yet 
done for ourfelves, who have fo many treatifes 
on education, and not one on that of eccle- 
fiaflics, who are charged with the inftruflion 
of three fourths of the kingdom (8). The 
Rabbis will have a very powerful influence over 
the education of the Jews; as thefc people 
always fwear in verba magiflri 

The Jews, however, though they give them- 
fclvcs up blindly to the decilions of the doflors, 
may be ftill detached from them. Certain con- 
11 i tut ions, indeed, forbid them to read the 
works of Chriftians; but thefe prohibitions, 
unknown to fome, never check others, when, 
prompted by curiofity, they wifh to improve 
themfclves by foreign knowledge. Some of 
them even have adopted the Platonic philofo- 
phy, that is to fay, what ought to have the 
feweft attractions for them (9); fince the 
doctrine of the Trinity was always, as is well- 
known, a ftumbling-block and an offence to 
the Jews ; and the idea fo long received, that 
the dillinction of three perfons was in Plato, 
muft have infpired them with an averfion fot 
K a the 
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the Grecian fage. A nation, undoubtedly, 
who confidcrcd it as an honor to have 
poflefled a Mendellhon *, begin to be en¬ 
lightened by the dawn of reafon. Many of 
the Jews, difgufted already with all the non- 
fenfc of the Rabbis, expunge the additions, 
made by man, to their law, without violating 
the truth of its principles. They even com¬ 
plain, that others carry liberty of thinking to 
licentioufnefsj for mankind too often run from 
one extreme to another, and from the mod 
ftupid credulity fall into downright fccpticifm. 

With regard to the hatred of the Jews for 
other people, we have explained the motives 

• Mofc* McndcKhon, that is to fay, Mcftt the fat of 
Mendel, a Jew of Berlin, and one of the mol? celebrated 
writers of Germany, died in that city, at the age of fifty, 
feren, in the year 178*. He began his literary career by a 
work cntituled Jerufaltta , in which he pretends that the 
Jews have a law and not a revealed religion; that dogmas can 
never lie revealed; and that the only dofltine of his nation 
is the religion of Nature. He obtained much more honor 
by his Pbeedoa, or Diffrttation n the Spirituality and Immor¬ 
tality of the Soul, tranflated into Krench in 17731 in which 
that grand principle, the foundation of all morality, isdil- 
played with the fagacity of an enlightened philofopher, and 
the charms of an elegant writer. On account of this work, 
fbmc Joumalifls have (Vied him the Socratet of the Jetti- 
—T. 

. of 
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of it. The caufe and the eftetft are correlative; 
let us fuppprefs the caufe, and wc (hall find 
that they have only waited for a change on 
our part, to change in rcfpect to us; befides, a 
man who entertains hatred, muft always make 
fomc facrifice. Readers, admit this prin¬ 
ciple, not by way of favor, but from jufticc. 
The Jew, harrafied by continued hoftilitics, 
and by the mod unjuft oppreffion, has fomc- 
rimes repelled force by force, or oppofed ha¬ 
tred to fury. This conduit is not unnatural, 
though it be contrary to reafon. But fhall wc 
confidcr the momentary paroxyfms of ven¬ 
geance as the ufual and ncccflary ftate of his 
foul? Is there any force of argument in fay¬ 
ing, if the Jew hates us, becaufe we load 
him with misfortunes, he will hate us alfo 
when wc treat him with kindnefs l 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The fame Subjcfl continued. 

B U T the Jews, I fhall be told, arc inca¬ 
pable of being reformed, bccaufe they are 
abfolutely worthlefs. 1 reply, that we fee few 
of them commit murder, or other enormous 
crimes, that call forth public vengeance; but 
their abominable mcannefs produces bafe ac¬ 
tions. Mr. Michaelis allures us, that in Ger¬ 
many, of twenty-five criminals imprifoned or 
condemned, twenty-four are always Jews. 
This is the aflertion of Mr. Michaelis—but, 
in the firft place, an afTertion is no proof.— 
The truth of this, however, might have been 
eafily afceitained, by examining and produc¬ 
ing the criminals.—Secondly, fuppofing the 
circumflance to be as true as it is doubt¬ 
ful, this would prove nothing but againft the 
German Jews; and laftly, it would Hill be 
ncceflary to cfiablilh as a certainty that this 
perverfity proceeds immediately from their re¬ 
ligion, or their natural difpofition. That it 
is not infpired by the law, is evident; (hall 
we believe, then, that it is innate? Some 
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peevilh philofophcrs, indeed, have pretended, 
that man is born wicked; but happily for the 
honor and comfort of humanity, this fyftem 
has been baniflied to the clafs of abfurd and 
mortifying hypothefes. So many laws made 
againft the Jews, always fuppofe in them a 
natural and indelible worthlcfihefs; but thefe 
laws, which are the fruit of hatred or preju¬ 
dice, have no other foundation but the motive 
which gives rife to them. This perverfity is 
not fo inherent in their character as to affed 
every individual. We fee talents and virtues 
fhinc forth in them w herever they begin to be 
treated as men, cfpecially in the territories of 
the Pope, which have fo long been their tcr- 
reftrial paradife; in Holland, Prufiia, and 
even among us. Hertz, Block, and Marz 
render the Jewifti nation illuftrious at prefent 
in Germany ; and the Hague is honored by a 
Pinto. • We mull, therefore, believe thefe 
people fufccptiblc of morality, until we are 
lhcwn, that they have invincible obftacles in 
their phyfical organization, and in their reli¬ 
gious and moral conftitution. 

Let us chcrifh the virtues, but let us not be 
fo unrcafonablc as to require them from thofc 
whom we have compelled to become vicious. 

K 4 LcI 
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Let us reform their education, to reform their 
hearts; it has long been obferved, that they 
arc men as well as we, and they are fo before 
they become Jews. 

Mr. Michaelis objcCts alfo, that this nation 
being in conftant oppofttion to general man. 
ners, will never become patriotic. We allow 
that it will be difficult to incorporate them 
into univerfal fociety; but between difficulty 
and impoflibility, there is the fame differ¬ 
ence as between impoflibility and poflibility: 
1 have myfelf remarked, and even proved, 
that hitherto the Jews have been invari¬ 
able in their manners and cuftoms; but 
the greater part of their cuftoms are not con¬ 
trary to civil functions; and with regard to 
thofe which may appear to be incompatible 
with the duties of the citizen, they are pre¬ 
ferred only by the uniformity of that conduCf, 
which all nations obferve towards them. If 
we do not maintain, with Helvctius, that the 
character and difpofition of man depend 
altogether on his education, wc at lcaft allow, 
that in a great mcafurc they arc the refult of 
circumftances. Can the Jews ever become pa¬ 
triots? This is a queftion propofed by thofe 
who reproach them with not loving a country 

that 
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that drove them from its bofom; and with 
not cherifhing people who exercifed their 
fury againft them—that is to fay, who were 
their executioners. 

Flatterers, in every country, extol the at¬ 
tachment of the people to their fovereigns, 
and to their country; thus gratifying the va¬ 
nity of the mafter at the expence of truth. 
Study the characters of men, in different coun¬ 
tries, and you will find, that pleafure and 
intereft arc the grand fprings by which they 
arc adluated; provided the people fleep fe- 
curely in their habitations, and enjoy there in 
peace, the fruits of their fields, which they 
cultivate at their cafe, and provided they are 
not fubjeCted to the fcourge of the law, nor 
opprefled by the iron hand of dcfpotifm, they 
arc fatisfied; but under any other circum¬ 
ftances, they (hew fomething more than indif¬ 
ference with regard to their government, as 
well as to their fovcrcign: they even olfer up 
fee ret vows fora revolution, bccaufc they ima¬ 
gine that a new order of things will procure 
them happinefs; and they know nothing of 
patriotifm but the name, except, perhaps, in 
places where they have a fharc, though at a 
diftancc, in the legiflative or executive autho¬ 
rity. 
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rity. We may, therefore, lay it down as a 
fact, that the chara&cr ol the French, for 
two years pafl, has acquired more energy, and 
tlifplaycd more patriotifm than in the two lafl 
centuries. 

The Jews, every where difperfed, yet no 
where eftablifhed, have only had the fpirit 
of a body which is entirely different from the 
fpirit of a nation ; for this rcafon, as has been 
oblcrvcd, it is neither that of the Englilh at 
London, nor that of the Dutch at the Hague, 
nor that of the French at Metz; they form 
always a (late within the Hate, becaufe they 
arc never treated as children of the country. 
In republics even, where the people taking 
an active part in the legiflation, are fubjeCt 
only to thcmfelves, the Jews arc always paf. 
five, and counted as nothing; they poflcfs no 
landed property; though commerce, which 
generally renders men citizens of the world, 
procures them portable riches, that afford 
them a fmall confolation for the opprobrium 
thrown upon them, and the load of oppref- 
five laws under w hich they groan. You re¬ 
quire that they fhould love their country— 
firfl give them one. 

But 


( ) 

But, fays Mr. Michaelis, they will always 
look towards Palcfline, as the (cat of their 
repofc; and will never confiderother countries 
but as places of patfage, without ever attach¬ 
ing thcmfelves to them. Whom mufi we be¬ 
lieve, him or Boulanger? The latter affures 
us, that the fanaticifm of the Jews begins to 
cool; and that, in procefs of time, it may be 
totally extinguifhed. They hope to return to 
I’aleliine, but they hope at the fame time to 
conquer the w hole world, which will fecure to 
them the pofTclfion of other countries. Bcfides, 
this return is fixed at an uncertain epoch; the 
Talmud forbids them to think of it; and to 
take any Hep in confcqucnce of their expec¬ 
tations, until (Inking prodigies announce the 
arrival of their deliverer. 

At the moment when the weight of misfor¬ 
tune oppreffes the Jew, and when he eats with 
trembling the bread of forrow, he fighs, per¬ 
haps, for the arrival of the Meffias. 1 fay, per¬ 
haps, for all do not confider that event as a very 
favourable profpeft; fince, according to fome 
Rabbis, a fevere judgement mull previoufly 
try thofe who arc to be made partakers of the 
felicity that will thence arife to men. The 
exclamation of a certain doiflor is w ell known, 

let 
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let him come, provided I do not fee him ! However 
this may be, his coming will appear lefs de- 
firous to our Ifraelitc, when the humanity of 
the world (hall fuffcr him to breathe in peace 
under his paternal roof, become the abode of 
tranquillity and happinefs, which to him will 
poflefs all the charms of novelty. The com¬ 
forts of the prefent life make people too often 
forget thofe promifed in the next; the Jew 
hrs his fenfations as well as we, and his hopes 
will never induce him toabandonprefentenjoy- 
ments, when he can obtain them. When he is 
once become a member of the date, attached to 
it by the tics of pleafurc, fccurity, liberty, and 
cafe, the fpirit of the body will become dimi- 
nifhed in him; he will not be tempted to tranf- 
port his riches elfewhcrc, when his landed 
property has fixed him in that country where 
he has acquired it ( 2 ); and he will cherifh his 
mother, that is to fay his country, the intcreds 
of which will be confounded with his own. 


( 141 ) 


CHAPTER XVII. 

Is it pofjible to train up the Jews to the 
Arts and Trades, and to Agriculture ? 

117 OU LD it be bell to fuffcr the Jews to 
’ ” vegetate in a date of inactivity, or to 
reftify their commerce, if it be true, that 
they are calculated neither for purfuing agri¬ 
culture nor any ufeful art ? This we are af- 
fured of, by a German writer (t)—but what 
proof does he bring?—Not the fmalled. It 
is, therefore, unneccfTary to refute an afler- 
tion, which ij difproved by experience, and 
which that author himfclf fhews to be falfe; 
fincc he believes them to be fit for commerce, 
the combinations of which require at lead as 
much penetration as the mechanical arts. 

In Europe there are very few Jews who are 
artifls, or follow trades, and this, perhaps, 
will be aferibed to their want of aptitude for 
them. Wc, however, often fee fomc of them 
difplay great ingenuity; we fee fcveral of them 
fucceed in engraving; and at prefent Pruffia 
confiders it as an honor to pofTcfs Abraham, 
the bell cutter of dyes for medals in that coun- 

try. 
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try. In the Eaft, though the greater part of 
the commerce is in their hands, they are 
dyers, (ilk-weavers, &c. ( 2 ). In the king, 
doms of Fez and Morocco, in Ethiopia, 
where they are fo numerous, and on the Ealt- 
ern coalts of Africa, where trade is but lan¬ 
guid, they arc goldfmichs, blackfniithj, and 
weavers—in fhorr, they exercife different 
trades ( 3 ): and our Jews would foon become 
like thofc of the Eaft, and of Africa, did go¬ 
vernments, notwithffanding the outcry againft 
their hatred, deign to inftrudt them and to 
employ them in the mechanical arts. 

Many Chriftians, perhaps, will with pain and 
a jealous eye fee them admitted into the body 
of tradefmen. Muff we, therefore, force them 

to be admitted ? By no means-We intend 

not to attack prejudices by violence, but in a 
more efficacious manner: rivallhip will foon 
excite an emulation, which w ill be of great ad¬ 
vantage to the arts, by bringing them to per- 
fedion, and alfo to the buyer, by reducing 
the price of goods, as there will then be a 
competition in the laic of them. Of what 
conlequcnce, therefore, is it, ffiould they be 
received into the body of iradcfmcq, if their 

cxclufion 


exclufion deprives them of no advantage or 
privilege? 

The greater part of trades require very little 
money for the payment of premiums during 
apprenticefhip, or for procuring a flock of 
fuch inffruments as may be ncccflary. We 
fhall foon fee tender and feeling hearts, as well 
as philanthropic focieties, open fubferiptions 
for inftruiling young tradefmen gratis, and 
the gifts of fortune will flow through the 
channels of benevolence. In certain places, 
the Jews may even be obliged to inhabit only 
fuch houfes as they have built, as well as to 
wear none but fluffs of their own manufacture; 
and it may be readily perceived, that to avoid 
the imputation of injuftice or folly, thefe re¬ 
gulations will require to be modified by the 
circumftanccs of time and place. Bcfidcs, let 
a free circulation be granted to their works, 
let their induftry be encouraged, and let their 
efforts be crowned with rewards and dirtinc- 
Ncccflity, that imperious miflrefs, will 


tion. 


foon expand the faculties of the Ifraclite, whofc 
pliable genius can bend to every thing ; and 
honor, together with the love of gain, will 
give them more energy. 

Here, 
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Here, then, we have brought the nation 
to a cultivation of the arts and of trades; and 
even though they fhould flill retain their rapa¬ 
cious difpofition, it would be hardly poflible 
for them to acquire any fraudulent gain, as 
the productions of the mechanical arts being 
conrtantly fubjed to the infpedion of the pur- 
chafer, it is generally eafy to determine their 
value. Another advantage is, that a more 
intimate connedion would be cltabliflicd be¬ 
tween the Jews and the Chriftians. 

It will doubtlcfs be alkcd, if they mull be 
made farmers alfo.—This is a point to which 
I earncflly wilh to attain. No people, per¬ 
haps, were ever fo much employed in agricul¬ 
ture as the Ifraelitcs in Palcftine, according to 
the remark of the judicious Flcury ( 4 ). It 
mull, however, be allowed, that every thing 
belonging to rural economy, is as foreign to 
their tallc as to their knowledge. Thole who 
enjoy hereditary pofleflions, are unacquainted 
even with the elements of gardening, and arc 
under the ncccllity of having rccourfc to the 
alfiftance of the Chriftians. 

Since their difperlion, the Jews have never 
been engaged in agriculture. Pctachias, who 
in the twelfth century travelled into the Eaft, 

faw 


( 


) 


faw fomc, however, who were employed in 
that way near Niniveh ( 5 ). In the fame cen¬ 
tury, when Benjamin dc Tudcla vifited Greece, 
he found Mount Parnalfus inhabited by two 
hundred Jews, whofe occupation was to cul¬ 
tivate pulfe and other vegetables ( 6 ); but that 
we may quote facts nearer to our ow n times, 
there are I’ome Jews who live by cultivating 
the earth in the northern parts of Pcrfia ( 7 ), 
and alfo in Lithuania. Mr. Coxe pretends, 
that the latter is the only country in Europe 
where the Jews apply to agriculture ( 8 ); but 
are there none in the Ukraine? In the laft 
century. Cardinal Commendon faw many who 
fubftfted by hulbandry.and whofe honeft labours 
were not dilgraced by ufury ( 9 ). His afler- 
tion is very credible: though the dew of hea¬ 
ven docs not always fertilize the field of the 
labourer, its benedi&ion feems almoft always 
to attend his profeftion; and amongft the in¬ 
ferior dafTcs of focicty, there is not one, per¬ 
haps, in which we (hall meet with purer man¬ 
ners, or more incorruptible probity. 

It may be readily conceived, that the Jews 
are calculated for cxcrciling trades, the greater 
part of which require lefs ftrength than inge¬ 
nuity; but it will perhaps be laid, agriculture 
L requires 


p. 144-145 


Page 78 of 150 








Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 



( >46 ) 


requires a robuft conftitution, which, accord¬ 
ing to your opinion, the Jew' has not. The 
doubts ftarted on the poflibility of rendering 
them farmers, do not prevent us from embrac¬ 
ing the affirmative fide of the queftion; for 
it is to be obferved, that we do not pafs fud- 
dcnly from one extreme to another: we do not 
by to the Jew, to-day (hut your (hop, and to¬ 
morrow cultivate that field. He may in time 
acquire knowledge, which at prefent he has 
not; he may call in the afiiftance of other 
hands, and Chrifiian fervants will fccond his 
labours. The Jews of Ahace, in letters pa¬ 
tent granted to them in 1784 , were refufed 
the latter advantage, though they were per¬ 
mitted to excrcifc agriculture themfclvcs; but 
the French government ought to annul a pro¬ 
hibition, the inconveniencics of which might 
be eafily (hewn. 

Rural labors will then invite the Hebrews 
to thofc plains which were formerly moificncd 
with the blood of their fathers, and which will 
be moificncd afterwards with the fweatof their 
brows. They will abandon their wretched 
habitations, in order to breathe pure air on 
the hills; and foon, fiimulatcd by intcrcfi, 
their a rmj, al ready adtive, will be ftrengthened 

by 
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by cxercife; while this phyfical advantage will 
he attended with one of the higheft impor¬ 
tance to morals, fince the firfi of the arts is 
the mod favourable to virtue. 

It is more than probable, that in a little 
time, the Jews may be made hulbandmen; 
and that they will foon find themfclvcs happy 
in draining a marfh, or improving and fertiliz¬ 
ing wade land, where they intend to fix their 
habitations. Some of our colonies, and fe- 
vcral of our provinces, fuch as Bretagne and 
Guycnnc, arc in want of hands; let the voice 
of government invite them, therefore, into 
thefe countries, by difperfing them among the 
Chriftians. If Spain, impoverilhcd amidfi 
its treafures, had known its real intcrefts, its 
plains would have been now flourifhing under 
the hands of three hundred thoufand Jews, 
whom it expelled (to). 

It is not to be imagined, that the Jews, 
when become farmers, will ever follow the 
regulations of the pentateuch, rejecting the 
fabbatical year, and the year of jubilee; per- 
fuaded that ordonances were merely local, they 
have always confined them within the boun¬ 
daries of Paleftinc. Too happy, had they 
comprehended that their religion, being the 
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only one, the whole of which became every¬ 
where impofliblc to be praftifed—the Eternal 
called them into a new alliance, of which the 
firft was only a figure. 

There arc, indeed, certain prohibitions con¬ 
cerning the ruftic art, which, if we believe 
Leo dc Modena, are ftill thought to be obli¬ 
gatory ; fuch as that of fowing mifccllanc *, 
and of eroding the breed of different kinds 
of animals, in order to procure mules. The 
Jew, perhaps, will not yoke the afs with the 
ox, nor in cloth intermix worffed with thread 
(n); but in thefe we only fee cuftoms dif¬ 
ferent from ours, and not great inconveni¬ 
ences: it is very doubtful, w hether the Rabbis 
would enforce the obfervation of thefe ffatutes. 
The nineteenth chapter of Leviticus, in which 
they will be found, contains others alfo, re- 
fpefling the prefervation of the beard, the ufe 
of which, however, the Portugucze Jews have 
abandoned. Let us not be under any appre- 
hcnfions, therefore, that they w ill remain long 
fubjeded to the regulations of the Talmud, 
of which thofe concerning agriculture arc very 
happily the lead abfurd. Let us hope, that 
the Jew will foon place thefe reveries on a 


• A mixture of corn. 


level 
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level w ith thofe of Matthew- Lanlbcrg. He 
will firft read the prohibition which forbids 
to engraft, or to have in ones garden any 
grafted trees, whilft he is permitted to cat of 
the fruit ( 12 ) ; this abfurd contradiclion will 
difguft him, and the breath of cultivated 
| rcafon will foon entirely difpel fuch chi¬ 

meras. 

The following queftion naturally arifes here. 

I Will you oblige the Jews to ccafc from labour 

on Sundays and feftivals? two days following 
in the week w ill be then loft to labor. Will 
you permit them to be idle on thefe days? This 
innovation will offend the people; and it ap¬ 
pears that it ought not to be allowed, at Icaft 
openly; but the Jews may be forbid external 
I or too noify labour, which might difturb facrcd 

worftiip, without however rendering them 
entirely inaflivc. There will be no neceffity 
to pry into their houfes, to fee whether they 
arc employed in beating their hemp, or in 
t fifting their grain, while their fpoufes arc bufy 

w ith their needle and work-balkct; and when 
a pcriftiing crop, or other reafons require the 
1 Jews to work on Sundays, they may have the 

fame liberty as the Chriftians. It is well 
known how ftrift they are in the obfervation 
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of the fabbath; but notwirhflanding this, we 
have reafon «o believe, that the Rabbis will 
relax upon that head, when their decifions 
come to be authorized by neccflity ; and the 
Jew will give up his fcruplcs, when he is w ar¬ 
ranted by the infallibility of his doctors. 


CHAP- 




( > 5 * ) 

CHAPTER XV111. 

It is pofjible to form the Jews to the mili¬ 
tary Art. Review of this Chapter, and 
the two preceding. 

T HE Emperor has lately enrolled among 
his troops fcveral thoufands of Jews, and 
time will (hew, what they may have perform¬ 
ed. In the mean while, let us examine what 
they are capable of doing. If I can convert 
a lew into a farmer, why not make him a 
foldier ? Why fhould he be confined, as cer¬ 
tain people with, to defend the country in 
which he lives by his money, and not by 
his perfon ? Among the Romans, the mi¬ 
litary profeflion required a robuft conftitu- 
tion; the foldier, loaded with heavy arms, 
carried provifions alfo fuflicicnt for fcveral 
days; and whether in peace or in war, he pre- 
ferved his vigour, by the feverity of the la¬ 
bour to which he was continually expofed : 
whereas, under our modem governments, the 
foldier, in the time of peace, is enervated by 
inactivity, that leads to debauchery, which 
effeminates him more and more; and, fmee 
■the invention of gunpowder, when it is ne- 
L 4 ce,rir > 
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ccflary to march againrt the enemy, courage 
and lkill are of more utility than ftrength; a 
rcfpcclable author has faid, and with ■great 
jullicc, that uar is fcarcely any thing more 
than the rcfult of a chemical operation (i). 

It may, perhaps, appear furpriftng, that I 
fhould fuppofc the Jews to be poflelTcd of the 
feeds of valour. Caron confidcrs them as 
mean (laves, among whom wc can fcarcely 
find a Spartacus; but this nation, fo warlike 
under the princes of Ammon; who in the fixth 
century defended Naples againfl the enterprise 
of Bclifarius ( 2 ); who in the tenth affirted the 
Chriflians to expel thofc plunderers who were 
ravaging Bohemia (j) ; who in 1346 , fortified 
themfelves in Burgos, and held out againrt 
Henry dc Tranftaman, after he had murdered 
the lawful fovereign; who are laid to have 
fupplied Portugal with an able General, and 
England with a Commodore ( 4 ); who in the 
lall century diftinguilhed themfelves in the de¬ 
fence of Prague and Buda, w hen they were be- 
lieged ( 5 J; and who made a confpicuous 
figure at the attack of Port-Mahon, undoubt¬ 
edly might dirtinguifh themfelves under our 
hands, and render themfelves worthy of fight¬ 
ing under the banners of France. 

If 
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If wc wi(h to receive the Jews into our re¬ 
giments, or incorporate them among our mi¬ 
litia/ it will be neccllary to difpcrfc them 
throughout the different military corps; for 
the more their relation to us is multiplied, fo 
much the ealier it will be to reform them. 
The pollibility of railing a legioncntirely com- 
pol'ed of Jews, may be readily conceived; but 
lo many reafons oppofe the formation of fuch 
a body, that we dare not mention them, left 
wc fhould offer an infult to the penetration of 
our readers. A vigilant and firm police would 
ihcltcrthe Jew s, thus dillributed into our re- 
giments, from every infult. When French 
foldicrs receive the commands of their officers, 
l'ubordination and honor are two powerful 
fprings of action always cafy to be moved. 

The obfervanccof certain Rabbinical ul'agcs 
would at firft eftablifh fome difference between 
the Jew ilh and Chriltian foldicrs: for inflancc, 
the former would not eat milk and flclh at the 
fame repalt; but imperious ncccffity, example, 
and harmlcfs ridicule, levelled againrt their 
prejudices and not their perfons, would foon 
bamfh thefe follies. He, who before would 
have confidercd it as a crime to employ at 
table the knife of a Chriftian, will foon ufe 
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the fame food as the Chriftian, now become 
his intimate friend and companion. The Jews 
of the Levant, and thofe of Germany, for 
the mol) part never drink wine made by 
Chriftians, while they do not hefitate to drink 
beer and cyder that have been prepared by our 
hands. Let us not believe, that they w ould even 
long refufc to work on the fabbath-day: in the 
Talmud and Maimonides, we find twopaflages 
that formally permit them (6). The Jtcwilh 
journaliffs of Berlin have lately calmed^ the 
confcicnccs of their brethren, who have been 
enrolled by the Emperor, on that head. Bc- 
fidcs, the example of Jofliua and the Macca¬ 
bees would teach them, that on fuch a day 
they might not only defend their habitations, 
but even attack thofe of an enemy; and it is 
well known, that during the ficge of Jerufa- 
lem, they laboured upon that day as they 
would have done upon any other. Being ad¬ 
mitted into the Roman troops, for four centu¬ 
ries they continued there on the fame footing, 
till the Emperor Honorius thought proper to 
declare incapable of military fervice ( 7 ), a 
nation who had Ihonc in the armies of Alex, 
wider and of the Ptolemcys—a nation, w ho, 
when conquered by Pompcy, fecurcd the ef- 
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teem of the conqueror; who, in the war 
againft Mithridatcs, caufcd victory to declare 
itfelf in favor of Cscfar; and who, for four 
centuries, made a diftinguilhed figure under 
the banners of the Roman legions. 

Before 1 conclude this chapter, the ohjeft 
of which is intimately conne&ed with that of 
the two preceding, I mull obferve, that the 
Quakcrii, and the wandering Bohemians, have 
a moral conftitution very different from that 
of other nations. It has not, however, been 
thought impoffible to unite them with the 
body politic, and the attempts made for that 
purpofc have been crowned with fucccfs. 
Some provinces of Poland and Ruffia prefent 
a fantaftical mixture of different religions:— 
near a Protcftant, who cats his pullet on a 
Friday, lives a Catholic, who confines him- 
felf to eggs ■, both drink wine, and labor on 
that Friday by the fide of a Turk, who, cir- 
cumcifcd like the Jew, abflains from wine as 
well as from labour; and thefe varieties do not 
difiurb the peace of focicty. 

I (hall terminate this chapter by the follow¬ 
ing fimple and dccifive rcafoning. In the 
four or five firft centuries of the Chriffian xra, 
the Jews, who were then difperfed, had the 
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fame law as at prcfcnt, and the fame preju¬ 
dices ; for the Talmuds were then in exiftcncc: 
they then excrcifed all the arts and trades, 
and difeharged every civil function; difperfed 
throughout all nations, they went different 
ways to perform their devotions in different 
temples; and, on their leaving thefe, they all 
in concert embarked in the fame veffcls to 
plough the ocean; marched to battle under 
the fame ffandards, and moiftened the fame 
fields with the fwcat of their brows. We 
have here, then, certain data or principles, 
to enable us to judge whether the Jews can 
be incorporated into the general mafs of fo- 
ciety. When experience fpcaks, all thefe ob¬ 
jections muft be filent. 


CHAP- 


( '57 ) 


CHAPTER XIX. 

The propofed Reformation is agreeable to the 
Views of Chri/lianity ; on the contrary, 
it may be reconciled with the political and 
civil Laws of Nations, and with their 
Intcrejls. 

T F it be clearly proved, that the religious 
and political laws of the Jews, as well as 
their manners and prejudices, arc compatible 
with the propofed reformation, the parallel 
propolition is cflablifhcd alfo; for the diffi¬ 
culty was to know whether their prcfcnt fix¬ 
ation would admit of changes, founded upon 
the religious and political laws of the Chrif- 
tians. But in a matter of this importance, 
can one complain of an accumulation of ar¬ 
guments, which filence every objection that 
can be made? 

It cannot be denied, that both religious and 
national hatred begin to disappear. Thofc 
ages in which people thought it a meritorious 
action to compel the Jews to abjure their re¬ 
ligion, arc now very remote from us. What 
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difference between the reign of Louis XVf. 
and that of Dagobert I. and of Leo the Ifau- 
rian, who gave them the choice between bap- 
tifm and death ft).—A cruel edid! that de¬ 
prived men of their liberty in an article which 
politics have no right to touch. Gregory IX. 
more prudent and more humane, forbade, 
under pain of excommunication, any reftraint 
to be laid upon their confcicnccs, or that any 
one fhould difturb their fcflivals, or violate 
thofc fpocs where they depoftted their dead, 
&c. ( 2 ); and our tribunals have checked that 
intemperate zeal which carried away Jcwilh 
children, in order to educate them in the 
principles of the Chriflian religion. The 
Pontiff's themfelves forbade the rights of pa¬ 
ternity to be thus violated; and the conftitu- 
tion of Clement XIII. in 1764 , was only a 
revival of that of Julius III. pubtilhed two 
hundred and thirty years before. Even yet, 
however, our language has but few words 
which affed the minds of men with fo differ¬ 
ent fenfations as toleration and its compound ; 
in turns they have become the general cry of 
impiety, which wifhed to adopt them with¬ 
out feparating them from their errors; and of 
fangumary zeal, which was defirous o.f pro- 

feribing 
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fcribmg even perfons. Chriftianity points out 
the true medium that preferves the rights of 
the Creator, without offending againft thofc 
of his creatures, and which opens its bofom 
to miffaken brethren, without ever opening it 
to error. 

1 (hall now affert a fad, w hich though it may 
appear to have a paradoxical air, is no lefs agree¬ 
able to truth, as may be cafily proved. This 
lad is, that the clergy, fo often accufcd of 
want of toleration, arc the body who praidife 
molt the contrary virtue ; if by toleration we 
mean that rational light which inculcates in¬ 
vincible adherence to revealed truths, and 
that uniform indulgence which wilhes all 
Chrillians to unite firmly together, in order 
to promote the general happinefs of mankind. 
One of the mod linking emblems of our di¬ 
vine Legiflator is, the figure of a lamb; one 
of his admirable maxims is the following— 
Learn of me, ~jJjo am meek and lowly of heart t 
and thefe words of the gofpel, tonftrair. them 
to enter, only point out the preffmg exhorta¬ 
tions and fervent prayers of charity. The 
Saviour had no intention of giving to his re¬ 
ligion a charadcr of violence, which would 
have rendered it odious; he condemned thofc 
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difciples, whofc intemperate /cal wiflted to 
call down the fire of heaven upon a city which 
had not received them. Charity is the general 
cry of the gofpcl; and when I fee Chriftians 
become pcrfecutors, 1 am tempted to believe 
that they have not read the feriptures. Tear 
thefe facrcd writings to pieces, or follow the 
morality which they inculcate ( 3 ). 

We too often find iron-hearted men, who 
pervert and profane the word mercy j they arc 
generous enough to extend their pit)" to peo¬ 
ple who cxidcd two thoufand years ago, and 
their benevolence to nations fituated at the 
didancc of fix thoufand miles from them; 
their hearts arc melted when they hear of the 
fufferings of the Helots and the Negroes; 
while thofc unhappy wretches, whom they 
have daily in their eye, are fcarccly thought 
worthy of the (mailed degree of compalfion. 
Yet behold at our door the offspring of that 
ancient people, did retted brethren, at the 
fight of whom one cannot help feeling the 
gicatcft pain; and who, for fifteen centuries, 
have never fecn a finglc ray of happinefs (bine 
upon them. Around them they have found 
nothing but infults and torture; in their hearts 
only forrow, and in their eyes only tears. If 

they 
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they are not virtuous enough to deferve kind 
treatment, they are unfortunate enough to re¬ 
ceive it; and even though ingratitude fliould 
wound the hand of benevolence, good aftions 
will always carry their reward along with 
them. Whilft they are (laves to your preju¬ 
dices, and vidfims to your hatred, boaft 
not of your fenfibility. In their prefent de¬ 
graded date, they arc more deferving of 
pity than or blame; and fuch is their deplo¬ 
rable condition, that thofc who are not af- 
fedled by it, mud have forgot that they arc 
men, or have entirely diveded themfclvcs of 
humanity. 

Children of the gofpcl, the religion which 
you profefs, embraces in the bonds of love all 
men, not only in every country, but in every 
age. Is it the fault of that dodlrinc, if you 
ncglcdt your duty towards poderity ? It wifhes 
that, anxious for the fate of future generations, 
you fiiould prepare happinefs for thofc who 
llill deep in non-entity, and who will not be 
called into cxidcncc till you arc mouldering 
into dud. It is not yet long fincc you fird 
drew breath, and foon you mud be compa¬ 
nions for the worms. Will you leave nothing 
but your carcafcs to thofc who fuccced you? 
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May they learn, by your example, in what 
manner you have aided towards the Jews, and 
what they mull do alfo. Since life is fo long 
for evil, and fo Ihort for good, make hade to 
difeharge that debt, clfc ye will die infol- 
\cnt. Let us here apply the infeription en¬ 
graved on the monument of London— fnflen, 
poftcri, -aflra res aytur. Poderity, your deareft 
rights arc here concerned. You cxpcfl from us 
virtuous citizens; and (hall we leave you a 
race of men whom we have forced to become 
wicked? This would be fpreading fatal feeds, 
which would fpring up in your bofoms, and 
be tranfmitting corruption, perhaps, to the 
mod remote ages, l or a moment, let us 
anticipate on futurity to appear at the tri¬ 
bunal of our defendants, and to receive 
the effufions of their gratitude or their malc- 
diftions. 

Some people may be apprehenfive, that 
our plan is contrary to the prophets, who de¬ 
vote the Jews to opprobrium; but thefe fears 
may be allayed by the follow ingconfidcrations. 
The oracles w hich announced the dedrufUon 
of Jcrufalcm, point out the dillant moment 
at which the confcqucnccs of it arc to be ter¬ 
minated; and even if we diouid cafe the 

chains 
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chains of thefe people before thac epoch, they' 
would dill be without an altar and without a 
feeptre. Without an altar—for By allowing 
them liberty of confciencc, we do not redore 
to them the temple of Jcrufalcm; and with¬ 
out a feeptre—for it may be eaftly perceived, 
that we (hall never fee the Jews adorned with 
the diadem; and though we grant them a land 
of Go (lien, w’e will undoubtedly not choole 
our Pharaohs from among them. 

Let us not, then, attempt to make religion an 
accomplice in a feverity which it condemns; in 
predifling the misfortunes of the Jews, the 
Eternal did not mean to atithorifc the barbari¬ 
ties of others; and if, in quality of the indro- 
ments of his vengeance to accomplidi the pro¬ 
phecies, we pretend to be innocent, we may foon 
attempt to vindicate the treachery of Judas. 
Like Julian, we have not formed the facrile- 
gious projefl of giving the lie to the Deity; 
and if the hour is not yet come, to bring back 
the Jews to the fold, it may, as Gamaliel 
faid, watch for the accomplirtimcnt of his 
decrees; but our fruitlcfs attempts, judided 
by their motive, will dill obtain the appro¬ 
bation of Heaven. Bcfidcs, the Deity direfts 
every event in a manner agreeable to his fu- 
M 2 preme 
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prcmc views; and, perhaps, lie referves for 
us the glory of realizing his defigns, in pre¬ 
paring, by our humanity, that revolution by 
which thefe people arc to be reformed. That 
happy day will come, and its dan n, perhaps, 
now begins to appear. It has been proved, 
that the defire of religion is to foften the lot 
of the ]ewi(h nation; and if fomc canonical 
dccifions feem contrary to this plan, we ought 
to remember, that thefe decrees were never 
fanftioned by the whole church ; that befides, 
as they related to certain circumftanccs, or 
were dictated by prejudice, they fliould be 
abrogated when thefe circumftanccs change, 
and when prejudice is difpcllcd. 

Nothing is more ftrongly inculcated in the 
biblc, than obedience to the higher powers. 
The latter, in their turn, as their authority- 
docs not extend beyond the prefent life, ought 
to rcfpcct the religious principles of men, 
unlefs they be of fuch a nature as to create dif- 
turbancc in the ftatc. It has been faid, before 
my time, that fubmiftion is indeed a voluntary 
aft; that human power cannot affeft the 
mind ; and in the body nothing can be pro¬ 
duced but pain. The decree of Je/umi in 
Japan, and the oath of fit primacy and the lift 

aD 
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an in England, arc violations of the impre- 
fcriptiblc rights of mankind. By this dif- 
cuftion, we do not wander from our fubjeft; 
it eftablilhes that the reformation of the Jcw- 
ilh people is an obligatory aft; a debt due by 
fovereigns and jufticc, (however this aflertion 
may offend falfc policy,) and was always con¬ 
fident with their intcrefts. It is an im¬ 
mutable and eternal law, that what is ufcful 
originally fprings from what is juft. 

Complete religious liberty granted to the 
Jews, will be a grand ftep towards their re¬ 
formation; and, I will venture to aftirm, to¬ 
wards their convcrfion; for iruth is never per- 
fuafivc, but when it appears in the garb of 
mildnefs—Truth, they fay, fometimes wounds 
the bofom from which it fprung. I have here 
advanced a ferics of truths, of which I will 
always be the apoftlc, and to which, if neccf- 
fary, I would cheerfully become a martyr. 
But the Proteftants, it maybe faid, will claim 
the like privileges. 1 have laid down prin¬ 
ciples, and though I deduce the fame confe- 
quences in favor of the Proteftants, 1 wifli 
that the faithful Catholic and the loyal fub¬ 
jeft may be diftinguifticd in the humble w ritcr, 
who here offers his thoughts with timid cir- 
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cumfpecl ion, ami who never had the haughty 
prefumption to pretend to didate laws to the 
fupreme authority. 

Our penal laws are far from oppofing a pro¬ 
ject, the adoption of which would Amplify 
their operations; for the pecuniary edids then 
including every citizen in the fame form of 
proportional contribution, the art of finance 
will render its path more general, as it will 
then become much cafier, by the fupprdlion 
of emharrading modifications. 

Some may alarm us, perhaps, on account 
of the cxccflive multiplication of the Jews; 
for, according to Michaelis, when the gates 
of the temple of liberty arc opened to them, 
they will flock thither from all parts, and in¬ 
undate the country. If all the different flates, 
or at lcaft a certain number of them, grant 
them this favor, their influx will be left, or 
there will be none at all, and then thisobjee- 
tion falls to the ground; but even fuppoling 
that one only adopts the propofed reformation, 
it may be cafily anfwcrcd; Do not receive 
ftrangers, and confine yourfclf to the refor¬ 
mation of thofe only who refide in the king¬ 
dom; and even if you admit others, you may 
banifh your idle fears, for the rich will bring 

with 
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with them their fortunes, and the poot their 
abilities and their hands. 

Perhaps, alfo, it may be feared, that the 
Jews will abufe this indulgence, and that the 
ferpent will one day wound the bofom of him 
who cherilhcd it. They arc reproached, in¬ 
deed, with fomenting feveral feditions in the 
early ages of Chriftianity; this was the melan¬ 
choly confcqucncc of the feverity cxercifcd 
againft them; but let us forget crimes which 
remind us of our own. People never rebel 
but to extricate thcmfelvcs from mifery; when 
they are permitted to enjoy in peace the fruits 
of their labour, and when their errors are at¬ 
tacked only w ith the arms of perfuafion, they 
are not turbulent. Ihe flatc has no occafion 
to be apprehenfive of convulfions; and our 
peaceful lfraelites, having no longer a tallc 
for profelytifm, or the violent fpirit of fetfa- 
rics, it will always be cafy to keep them in a 
date of dependence. 

Let fomething be pointed out in the moral 
conllitution of the Jews, contftry to any form 
of government whatever: the choice ot the 
means to be ufed in order to reform thefe peo- 
pic, is the only thing that embarrafles fovc- 
rcigns, for all ardently w ilh tor fo dclirablc an 
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event. _ 
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event. Too long have they deprived them- 
fclves of the induff ry of thefe people, which, 
if well dirctfed, might have promoted the 
caufe of public profperity. The fcnfiblc citi¬ 
zen has long exclaimed again!! this conduct ; 
why {hould the houfe of my Jewifh neighbour 
prefent me with the view of a proferibed in¬ 
dividual? fliew me in his perfon an ufeful be¬ 
ing, w ho, fharing with me in the burdens and 
advantages of a citizen, may cafe my load, 
and enjoy a (hare in my affection. 


OH A P- 
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CHAPTER XX. 

IVbat Effefls the Laws lately made in 
Favor of the Jews by neighboring Na¬ 
tions have produced ; and what may be 
injerred from them. IVhat Influence a 
Reformation of the Jews will have over 
National Commerce; and the Quef. 
tion examined, whether this R forma¬ 
tion will change what is moft commend¬ 
able in their Moral Conflitution. 

TN 1753 , the Jews, by an a<ft of parliament 
palTed in England, were granted the 
rights of men and of citizens. In Naples, 
thirteen years before, an aift which iflued 
irom the throne, fccurcd to them the fame 
advantages. Their joy, however, was not of 
long duration; in the former country, the cor¬ 
ruption of the Britifli miniftcr, according to 
fomc, and the brutal oppofnion of the people, 
according to others, and in Naples fupcrfli- 
tion, or rather as I have faid, the liccntiouf- 
nefs of the Jews, caufcd laws fo honorable to 
thofc who framed them, and fo confoling to 
the Hebrew people, to be revoked. 

It 
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It appears, however, that the prefent go¬ 
vernments wifh to expiate the wrongs of 
former ages. Some years ago, Spain abolifli- 
ed the diftindions of new and old Chrillians; 
but without permitting a few Jews concealed 
in its bofom to tear the veil of hypocrify, 
which they had wrapped round them. In 
France, by letters patent regiftered at Colmar 
in 1784, divers privileges were granted to 
the Jews, and they were exempted from cor¬ 
poral toll, which put them on a level with 
the mod contemptible animals. It is well 
known, that Hill more was done in their favor 
by the late F.mpcror. 

In order to know what effcdls have refultcd 
from thefe meafures, I confultcd the public 
papers, different travellers, fevcral corrcfpon- 
dents, and my own eyes. The refult is, that 
in the empire, as in Alface, the beft effects 
have thence arifen, but that the progrefs of 
them is not fufficicntly clear. The Jew pof- 
fcfling much indifference, and rcgardlefs of 
the public opinion, is always engaged in low 
fpeculations, becaufe his genius has not been 
direded in an efficacious manner towards 
other objeds of commerce. To reform the 
Jews, we mull not believe that it will be fuffi- 

cient 
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cient to naturalize them; the Portuguefe Jews 
who have in France enjoyed that happinefs 
lince the reign of Henry II. are generally 
more fcnfiblc, and polTcfs more delicacy of 

fentiment than the reft of their nation._ 

Though loaded with calumny under Henry 
Ill. they were afterwards completely vindi¬ 
cated, yet they have not yet adopted the fpirit 
of the French, and the work of their change 
is ftdl to be begun. 

Education and legiflation never attain to 
their end, but by proceeding in a progreffive 
path regulated according to circumftances 
and neccflity. This end is often miffed, be¬ 
caufe the methods and rules adopted are not 
fuited to national genius; or bccaufe national 
genius has not been prepared for receiving 
them; and if a humble citizen were allowed 
to give his opinion on the adions of a fbve- 
reign, I would fay, that it was an cfTcntial 
fault in the Imperial edid to pafs over all 
the intermediate ones. The refult thence 
was, that in Gallicia and 1 -ndomcria, it was 
found necefTary to deprive the Jews of fevcral 
privileges, and to reflrain others (1); it was 
requifitc previoufly to difpofc their minds, in 
order to direcl their hearts; to difperfc books 

and 
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and to diffufc preparatory ideas ; to make the 
Chriftians and the Rabbis concur towards 
this grand work; to give a different tendency 
to the genius of the Hebrews; to inflame 
them with a defire for liberty, that its value 
might be enhanced; to grant one favor 
to induce them to hope for and endeavor to 
deferve another; to convince them that the 
way to riches is the path of honor; to incor. 
poratc them into the national mafs, fo as to 
make them citizens in the full extent of the 
word; in fhort, to fketch out a plan, which 
comprehending every detail, might employ 
every mean, and this method, much flower, 
would have accelerated the confummation of 
the work, and the accomplilhmcnt of the 
wilhcs of Jofcph II. 

A great advantage is, to be able to apply 
the fame plan of reformation to the whole 
nation ; for, as we have already obferved, their 
character is uniform; but whatever may be 
the means proper for accomplilhing that end, 
they will never produce the delircd effect, 
unlefs this plan, well drawn up, and brought 
to maturity, be executed with firmnefs and 
caution. If people confine thcmfclvcs to a 
few vague regulations, we fliall foon fee their 

ill 
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ill combined efforts mifearry; and vanity, in- 
tereffed in proving the falfity of thefe means, 
will refer their want of fuccefs to the pre¬ 
tended impoflibility of reforming the Jewilh 
people. The eye of the fovereign ought to 
watch over this object, or at lead, thofe who 
arc entrufted with the execution of his orders, 
ought to be men, and not leeches, who with to 
exhauft the fubftancc of our unfortunate Jews, 
and make them pay dearly for the indulgence 
of government. 

It may be afkcd, what influence will the 
reformation of thefe people have upon the 
national commerce. It will have none, or 
fcarcely any, fincc prudence requires that the 
genius of the Jews fliould be directed towards 
other ohjefts than commerce. The cafe, 
however, will not be the fame with regard 
to arts and trades; when the Jew, freed from 
his fetters, is put upon the fame footing as 
the Chriftian, the public will reap the fruits 
of a rivalfhip, which will improve the arts, 
promote induftry, aboliflt monopolies, and 
preferve goods ot every kind at a low price. 

By encouraging the Jews, they will infen- 
flbly adopt our manner of thinking and 
acting, our laws, our culloms, and our man¬ 
ners. 
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ners. But will they be gainers by adopt¬ 
ing our manners? This queftion 1 have al¬ 
ways dreaded. 

Let us fuppofc, that there is a country, 
where, except a fmall number of fages, the 
greater part of the nation profefs a religion 
which they never examined; while the other 
rcafon fallly, in order that they may have 
none; where, what is called honor, is only a 
fplcndid phantom fubftituted for virtue; 
where, eager to fccurc public efteem, people 
lhcw very little anxiety for being in reality 
what they wifli to appear ; where, imperious 
frivolity refufes to merit that refpccT which 
is lavifhed upon the whims of fafliion and 
falfc wit; where, the greater number, inca¬ 
pable of cultivating great virtues, and even of 
committing great crimes, indulge paflions 
that exhibit every mark of bafenefs.—I aflc 
whether fuch manners would be a proper 
model to hold up to others for imitation? 
And if this be a pi&ure of our manners, is it 
not to be apprehended, that the Jews, after 
having been the inftruments of our luxury, 
and witnelfcs to our depravation, will foon 
become vidims to them alfo ? Whatever ad¬ 
vantages they may promife to thcmfclvcs by 

becoming 
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becoming citizens, were it certain that they 
would lofe in point of morality, we ought, 
without any hefttation, to fuffer them to vege¬ 
tate under their load of opprobrium. This 
is the objection in all its force, but to thefc 
fears we may oppofc confidcrations that 
ought to allay them. 

Wc may fay, that the Jews, being children 
of the Bate, have a right to be treated as fuch; 
that the inconveniences of which wc have 
fpoken, not being necefiarily connected with 
their reformation, their right remains irrefra¬ 
gable; and that, betides, a debtor is obliged 
to fatisfy his creditor, even though he may 
forefee that he will make a bad ufe of his 
money. The Jews may fupport thefc argu¬ 
ments, upon which wc thall not here enlarge ; 
but perhaps, their debt will be difputcd, from 
a dread that they will claim arrears alfo. 

Wc mud, however, remark, that the good 
to be hoped for from the reformation of the 
Jews is certain, and the evil to be appre¬ 
hended is very doubtful; a relaxation of 
morals could not be catily introduced among 
a nation, who would never conlidcr them-, 
felvcs but as tolerated, notwilhftanding the 
extcnfion of their privileges. Bclidcs, they 


p. 174-175 


Page 93 of 150 






Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 


( 176 ) 

arc fubjcctcd by their religion to a number of 
obfervances, very incompatible with the ele¬ 
gant tafle of our depraved focietics, and which, 
keeping them always at a certain diftancc 
from luxury, would fave them from its in- 
fixftion, or weaken its influence. Tinctured 
by a more falutary education, with a feverer 
morality, and affected with a fenfe of our 
continued favors, they would learn to love 
enemies, too generous to be hated; fo that 
they would acquire fociability, fentiments and 
virtues, without lofing their ancient (implicit)' 
of manners. If we mult call in experience to 
fupport our rcafoning, we (ball again quote 
the Jews of Berlin, the Hague, and Bour- 
deaux, who have been brought much nearer 
to the condition of citizens than any others. 
To moral propofitions, we cannot aflign the 
fame degree of certainty as to theorems; but 
when we are under the neceflity of choofing 
between two fidcs, which prefent advantages 
and inconveniences, we ought to compare and 
weigh them thoroughly, and to obferve to 
what fide the balance inclines—here it evi¬ 
dently inclines in favor of a reformation; 
and, as experience removes every doubt, the 
Poflibility of accomplifhing it feems fully 

eflabliflied. 1 
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eflabliflied. Let us, therefore, make the Jews 
citizens—reformed both in their moral and 
phyfical character, they will acquire a founder 
and more robuft temperament, as well as 
more knowledge, and more probity, while 
their hearts directed to virtue, and their hands 
enured to labor, will be of the higheft ad¬ 
vantage to general focicty. 

They thcmfclvcs will attain to the higheft 
degree of happinefs which can be enjoyed in 
this world, or we arc not at home; for virtue 
and happinefs arc fvnonimotis; and fhould 
any one afl'edt to doubt this aflertion, I (ball 
not waftc my time in proving it. By this re¬ 
volution wc fliall procure friends, and the date 
will gain an increafe of induftry and riches. 
Every thing I have advanced ferves as pre- 
miics to this conclufion. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

pole ol our old clothes, and to procure a fup- 

ply of horlcs for our cavalry ? 1 

Confderations on the Commerce of the 

It has been fometimes alkcd, whether it 
would be expedient to exclude them from 

Jews, and the Bounds which ought to he 

commerce altogether. This would be as un- 

Jet to it. 

Jtill as to atTalTinatc thefc poor people; for 

T) ARON Bicllield allures us, that a com¬ 

being luddcnly deprived of the only moans 

which remain to them ot procuring bread, 1 

mercial (late cannot difpcnfe with the 

lor want of trade, they could not fupport ! 

Jews altogether ( 1 ). But why could it not? 

t hemfelvcs but by robbery and theft. j 

Tyre and Carthage flourilhed without them. 

Mud we unite them alfo with the mcrcan- - 

Geneva, Bremen, Auglburg, and Nuremberg, 

tile body? This queflion, which, in fcscral 

have none of them; and the latter city never 

tribunals, has occaiioned very warm debates, 1 

even fuffers them to remain fora few moments 

might have been caiily decided, had rcafon 

within its w alls, but when attended by a guard, 

and humanity alone been confultcd. The 

which renders the government perfectly fecure 

latter would have invoked pity in their favor. 

rcfpectmg their conduct. At Augfburg they 

and the other would have apologifcd for 

pay a florin per hour, and at Bremen a ducat 

them. It mightHiavc allcdgcd their obedience 

per day. This plain reafoning deflroys at 

to the higher powers, their refignation when 

the fame time the aflertion of the author of 

under misfortunes, and their adivity in every 

the SpeS/ator , who conilders them as pegs anil 

thing that concerns what is called retail 

nails, abfolutely ncceflary to conned the dif¬ 

trade ( 3 ). With as great a lliarc of patience, 

ferent parts of a large edifice ( 2 ). Are their 

fobricty, and economy, as the Armenian mer¬ 

mercantile fundions of fuch a nature, that 

chants, they have more fagacity to watch for 

they cannot be exercifed by other hands? 

and embrace every favorable opportunity. 

Mull we abfolutely apply to the fynagoguc 

In every country there arc certain branches 

to get rid of the refufe of our (hops, to dil- 

of trade, and foioe manufadures entirely neg- 

pof* 

* N 2 leded, 
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Icclcd, or in a languilliing condition, and the 
deficiencies occafioncd by national indolence, 
are fupplied by imports from foreign nations. 
Thefc are true gold-mines, which the Jew, in- 
duftrious wherever there is a profpcct of gain, 
might eafily open ; and by doing fo, if he were 
in the leaft encouraged by the miniftrv, he 
would fumilh employment for a number of 
hands, and atford them a fure means of fub- 
fifting; he would foon caufc the price of im¬ 
ported goods to be lowered, and prevent the 
fpecic of the nation from parting into foreign 
countries. But, perhaps, when his manufac¬ 
tures had acquired a decided fuperiority, he 
might wifli to tyrannife over the purchafcr, 
by regulating the price of them according 
to the dictates of his own avarice {4). Perhaps 
Tome alfo, under the appearance of a coafting 
trade, and of difperfing their goods, might 
give thcmfclves up to fmuggling. In thefe 
two cafes, it would be nccertary to rtllrain 
them, by revifing the too fevere laws which 
punifh monopolies and other illicit praiftices. 

As long as the Jews can fubfift by com¬ 
merce and ufury they will do it; but let us 
not forget, that it is of the utmoll importance 
to divert them from that path, and to turn 
... - - their 
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their views to other objects, in order to extin- 
guifh or weaken ih them the fpirit of ul'ury ; 
and, if to bring about a revolution, it be 
thought neceflary to interdict them from it, 
we mull from the date of the edict publilhed, 
leave an interval of fomc years, to prepare 
them for that reformation; but then it will 
appear as juft as proper, not to fubject to it 
thofe who are married, or who being ba¬ 
chelors, arc twenty years of age; lor the Jew 
who has entered into the marriage ftate, or is 
arrived at that period, has probably formed 
his plan of occupation for life; he has taken 
his bent, and to endeavor to make him fub- 
mit to fuch a prohibition, would be to tor¬ 
ture his difpolition to no purpofe, and would, 
perhaps, deftroy the edifice of his fortune. 

The edict which we have propofed, will 
not be attended with any of thefe inconveni¬ 
ences. It leaves the Jew s at liberty to carry on 
trade, by felling for ready money only; it 
docs not expofe them to the rifquc of being 
cheated of their due, bccaufe, having no pow¬ 
er over anterior tranlaclions, it leaves in full 
force all fecuritics made prior to its promul¬ 
gation, and by publilhing it, the moment of 
its beginning to be in vigor will be retarded 
N 3 fome 
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fome years. The Jew, who in a futurity not 
far dilianr, beholds fetters prepared to confine 
hi* commerce, will fecure other means of 
making a fortune, though he is faid to be 
averfe to manual labor; and his fon as he 
approaches manhood, will feck for a certain 
fubfiftcnce in the exercife of fome trade. 

It is here proper to obferve, that in the 
beginning of this revolution, it will be prudent 
to interdiA the Jews from following occupa¬ 
tions of a certain kind 5 fuch as that of keep¬ 
ing taverns, a thing very common in Poland. 
This lituation would enable them to praftife 
dangerous deceptions, and to adulterate liquors 
and provifions, and it would leave them too 
much power to impofe on their cuftomcrs, 
consequently it would hold forth a tempta¬ 
tion to villainy, and expofe travellers to un¬ 
juft evasions, as well as endanger their health, 
l.et us exclude diem alfo from being tax- 
gatherers, cuflom-houfe officers, calhiers, at¬ 
torneys, and from every employment which 
would give them too many opportunities of 
being guilty of extortion, of fmuggling, and 
of receiving bribes; for we muft never lofe 
fight of the character of the people whom wc 
wifti to reform. 

CHAP- 


( ««3 ) 


CHAPTER XXII. 

It is very impolitic to ajfign feparatc Quar¬ 
ters for the Jews, as they ought to be 
difperfei among the Chrijiians. 

T N the firft ages of their difperfion, the 
"*■ Jews fcvcral times attempted to eftablifh 
themfclves into a national body; defperate 
adventurers often declared themfclves their 
deliverers, and thoufands of people flocked 
to the ffandard of revolt. By endeavouring 
to (hake off their chains, they, however, al¬ 
ways rendered them more galling: their ef¬ 
forts tended only to cover them with confu- 
fion, and to bring new misfortunes upon them: 
Three men among the Chriftians are faid to 
have formed each by himfelf a plan, or at 
ieaft 0 defire, to collect the Jews into fome 
corners of the globe. In the laft century, La 
Peyrera (1); and in ours, the Duke dc Ri- 
perda, who died at Tctuan in 1737; and the 
Marquis dc Langallcrie, w ho died in prifon 
fit Vienna twenty years before. The ifles of 
the Archipelago were, as is laid, the afylum 
which the latter deftined for the Hebrew peo- 
N 4 pic; 
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pic i but thcfc projects, worthy of their au¬ 
thors, pcriflied along with them. But even 
fuppofing that their attempts to unite thefc 
people hail been efficacious, would they have 
had it in their power to form a well organized 
government ? By no means.—They could only 
have aflembled cnthuliafts, whofc fanaticifm 
would have daily ruled with full fway; becaufc, 
intoxicated with a momentary profperity, they 
would have finccrely believed that the MclTias 
was about to appear, in order to give them 
the empire of the whole world, and to reign 
over all Ifracl. To umte the Jews, w ith a 
view of freeing them from their prejudices, 
would be like throwing fulphur into a fire to 
weaken its activity. On the contrary, it will 
be nccefTary to feparate them, and to deflroy, 
as much as poflible, all communication be¬ 
tween them. 

It would appear, that it has been thought 
poflible to limit their population, by limiting 
the extent of their habitations; for feparate 
quarters have almofl always been affigned them; 
and to mention only my own province, I can 
fay, that fuch is the tendency of the public 
arret of Leopold, paifed in 1726. This uni- 
verfal phn admits of very few exceptions; 

and 
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and fomc cities of Italy have even preferred 
the cuftom of (hutting them up every evening 
in the Ghetto •; and I do not know whether 
the follow ing infeription is not Hill to be feen 
upon one of the gates of the Ghetto of Padua. 
AV p'jpulo Ctdejlis r<^m LereJi ujus cum cxIxereJc 
ejjet t. 

Pochnicr will permit us to differ from him 
in opinion, when he approves and recommends 
this cuftom, under pretence th^t mixing the 
Jews with us tends to heighten our averfion to 
them (a). We may cafily difpute with him 
the juftnefs of this remark; for it appears, 
on the contrary, that by feparating the Jews, 
we incrcafe the hatred of the Chrillians, by 
prefenting the objcCt of it in a clearer point 
of view. We ought to confidcr, bcfidcs, that 
religion, becoming every day better known, 
fupports the rights of humanity, by working 
upon mens’ hearts; and that the Chriftians of 
the prefent age arc not thofc of the twelfth 
century. Wc have mentioned the treatment 
which the Jews experienced at Thouloufc and 

* The feparate ftreets affigned them are thus named.—T. 

t That the people, heir* to the kingdom of heaven, 
may hate no comnmmiation with thofc who are difin- 
hcrited.—T, 

Beziers; 
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Brtiers! but at prefent, if an inhabitant of thefe 
cities, forgetting the precepts of the gofpel, 
fhould infuit or injure a Jew, his crime, equally 
bafe as true I, would be punitlicd with the ut. 
mod feverity. 

To the inconveniences which Pochmer 
thought likely to arife from mixing the Jews 
with us, we oppofe the more certain dangers 
that refult from their refiding in feparatc quar¬ 
ters. In thefedifmal abodes, there is a continual 
fermentation of putrid air, calculated todifliifc 
and even to occafton epidemical diflempers 
(3). There the Jews are a diftimft people; 
and there their mifepy and their prejudices arc 
concentered. Thcfc prejudices take deeper 
root, becaUfc they are nouriflied by example 
and enthufiafm : for cnthu(iafm and example 
adl in proportion as individuals approach one 
another; and the Jew, above all, is cafily fub- 
jc&ed by thcfc two means: his ignorance and 
his principles difpofe him for being readily cor¬ 
rupted. When legiflators with to reclaim peo¬ 
ple who have erred, by the influence of thcfc 
two means, they will find the accomplifhmcnt 
of their purpofc much caficr by taking them 
in derail, than when they labor upon a num¬ 
ber uditod. 

Almoft 
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Almoft all the Jews with for a facility of 
difperling thcmfelves, becaufe it gives more 
extent to their liberty, and to their means of 
acquiring riches; but I hold it as a certain 
fail, that the moll; fenlible among them with 
for il on anuthcr account. It may be readily 
conceived, that having a marc enlightened 
knowledge, and more exquifite fenfatioru than 
the populace, Haves to prejudice, and the con¬ 
fined ideas of low traffic, they grow tired of 
a neighbourhood where they find it difficult to 
efcape from the litigioufnefs of fanatical folly. 
Will it be believed, for example, that the fy- 
nagogue at Metz accufed, and endeavoured to 
bring an aiftion againfl I'ome young Jews, who 
W ere guilty of the abominable crime of wish¬ 
ing to be clean ? They powdered their hair. 
In confequcncc of this accufation, a cele¬ 
brated lawyer at Mfctt (4) was confuted by 
the defendants : and it is much to be regretted, 
that his memorial never appeared, as it would 
have amufed the public, and expofed the fy- 
nagoguc to general ridicule. 

I hc inference to be drawn from this chap¬ 
ter is then, that the Jews mud not only have 
liberty to eflablith thcnifclvcs without diftinc- 
tion in every corner of thofe cities where they 

rclidcj 
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refide; but that the number of them permitted 
to inhabit every ftreet mult be limited, ac¬ 
cording to the extent of each town or village. 
When this number is completed, the .reft, 
mull be obliged to remove fomewherc elfc : 
and neither lords nor municipalities mud re, 
fufe them admittance, upon paying the fees 
of entry, previoufly fettled, and exhibiting 
fufikient proof of the impodibility of remain¬ 
ing:^ the place from which tfiey came. In 
villages none mud be received, but fuch as 
areartidsor tradefmen, tanners or proprietors; 
for, without this precaution, the Ifraclitc of 
the-village would foon become an ufurer—the 
extortioner, and the vulture of the canton. 

By giving the Jew a permanent relation with 
other citizens, we Diall foon find that his fen- 
fibilify will attach him to thofc who furround 
him, and his tics with us being multiplied, 
will give us more hold to beat down his pre¬ 
judices. 


CHAP. 


( i«9 ) 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

Whether the Jews ought to be fuffertd to 
live according to their own Laws, or to 
be deprived of that Privilege. 

% , • I’ 

'T'HF. reader, I prefume, willdifpcnfe with 
my repeating what I have faid and 
proved, rcfjioding the nccedity of granting 
the Jews liberty of confciencc, with all the 
privileges that proceed dircftly from it. The 
minidry mud be vigilant, in order to fecure 
to each the enjoyment of natural rights in what 
concerns falvation: agreeably to the conftitu- 
tions of the Popes, the children of the Jew's 
mud not be baptized until they have attained 
to the ufe of reafon, without the confcnt of 
thofe who arc the authors of their cxidencc. 
From this regulation we except illegitimate 
children, conveyed to hofpitals. If, when a 
child is capable of making a choice, it em¬ 
braces the Catholic religion, it mud be dif¬ 
fered to remain under paternal authority, un- 
lefs in cafes where cruelty tow ards it is proved 
or drongly p re fumed. This prefumption, 
hell edablidled, will be futficicnt to make him 

become 
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become a ward of government. It may 
be readily conceived, that by threats or 
bad treatment fanatical fathers might chain 
up the inclinations of their children, 
who leaned towards Cnriftianity; and that 
they might be tempted to dilinherit thofe 
who were converted. Care then mud be taken, 
that the latter may find protection under the 
wings of jufticc, and that the benevolence of 
their country may have a watchful eye over 
their lives and their poffefiions. 

The Council of Bafic ordered, that Ikilful 
profeffors might be cholcn for the purpofc of 
converting the Jews. A politician of the fix- 
teenth century wilhed, that in order to pro¬ 
mote this convcrlion, they might be received 
as citizens of Paris, and obliged once a week 
to afiift at the Sorbonnc (i), where their errors 
were attacked. In the fame century, 101584 , 
Gregory XIII. commanded weekly infiruction 
to be given to the Jews. Difiercnt fovereigns 
have enacted the lame thing ; and this cuftom 
of preaching to them, which ccafed in Hcflc, 
the principality of Colcrabcrg. and in Metz 
fl ‘ U commue d in Italy. It is well known 
with what fucecfs Father Marin preached 

upon 


( ) 

upon controverted points to the Jews of Avig¬ 
non. 

To oblige the Jews to receive inftruclion, is 
not obliging them to abjure their religion,- 
and I am inclined to believe, that to compel 
them to hear fome difeourfes is not contrary 
to the rights of humanity) clfc prove to me, 
that the ftatc cannot force its fubjects to ac¬ 
quire knowledge. Government, perhaps, 
might with fucccfs employ the fame means to 
inftil into their hearts and minds rational prin¬ 
ciples refpeding every duty of a citizen; but 
in that cafe let nothing announce feverity or 
conftrainl.—We wilh only for conferences, as 
amicable as thofe of Limborch and Orobio. 

We now come to the queftion—Whether 
the Jews mult be fuffered to retain their own 
laws and ufages—a queftion often agitated and 
debated, the laft time with much violence, in 
the affair of the Jew Pcixotto-, who wilhed 
to repudiate his wife ( 2 ). If they are per¬ 
mitted to be Jews, faid the defender of the 
wife, they muft be permitted alfo to live ac¬ 
cording to the Jcwilh laws. After contracting 
marriages in the manner preferibed by the 
Mo fa ic rites, can they not diffolve them by 
virtue of the fame rites ? And if they arc pro¬ 
hibited 
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hibited from divorce, they ought to be pro¬ 
hibited alfo from every part of the Jcwifh re¬ 
ligion. This inference is very falfc; and Mr. 
Target, the council for the hulband, replied, if 
the lews are permitted to live according to 
their own laws, they mud be permitted like- 
wife to have a plurality of wives; to (lone 
thofc w ho commit adultery, &c. This anfwcr 
appeared decifive; Pcixotto loft, and the mar¬ 
riage was confirmed. In Hcflc, the Rabbis 
have been forbid to intermeddle in divorces, 
though there, generally, as well as clfcwhcrc, 
they are fuppofed to have the power of judg¬ 
ing in matrimonial cafes. Divorces, and mar¬ 
rying the wife of a brother, arc not contrary 
to the law of nature, or the law of Mofcs; 
but as thefe caufcs are of fuch a kind as to 
have very little influence over our plan, we 
(hall only fay, jYsrr nojfrum tanlas coinponere lites. 
Let us, however, prohibit the Jews from mar¬ 
riages forbidden by our laws, as the crofting of 
the breed is among the number of the means 
requifite to reform a people, whoft! phyfical 
conftitution has degenerated. 

During the four firft centuries, the Jews in 
feveral countries were permitted to live under 
their own laws, cfpceially bv favour of the 

Homan 
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Roman policy, which endeavoured to attach 
conquered nations and towns to the empire, 
by leaving them the free ufe of their own laws 
and cuftoms. 1 he Pandcifts praife the rc- 
feripts of Severus and Antoninus, who ad¬ 
mitted the Hebrews to public employments. 
At Antioch, their principal magiftratc bore 
the title of Archon : in Egypt they had Eth- 
nacs; their fenate at Alexandria, compofed of 
forty-eight members, had, as its Prcfident, an 
Alabarch, who was alfo a Jew; and wc find 
thofc of Berenice in Africa, compofing, with 
other citizens, a regular magirtracy, and pair¬ 
ing public decrees ( 3 ). 

At prefent, in fomc countries, they have a 
right to judge in the firft inftancc rcfpccting 
any difputcs that may arife amongft them. 
At Bourdcaux, Metz, Stc. they have fyndics 
and aflemblies of elders, who regulate their 
internal government, and whofe ftatutes arc 
famftioned by public authority. They arc 
permitted to retain the greater part of theif 
ufages, becaufc it has been obferved that their 
religion extends to every branch of legiflation, 
and even to the fmallcft details of the police. 
Their Sanhedrim judges both in civil and ec- 
dcfiaftical caufcs. 

O But 
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But let ui didinguidi in the Mofaical law, 
what elTcntially belongs to the exercife of its 
worfhip, from what is only the objed of civil 
and criminal jurifprudence.—Thcfe arc fepa- 
ratc things. Let us grant to the Jews com¬ 
plete liberty in the fird article, and in every 
thing that docs not a tied the property, liberty 
and honor of the citizen:—in every thing elfe 
let them be fubjed to the laws of the nation. 
Lcr us leave, then, to the Rabbis, the right of 
palling fcntence in affairs which merely con¬ 
cern religious rites, without having connedion 
with government. By an arret of the Parlia¬ 
ment of Metz, palTed in 1749, they were 
forbid to pronounce fcntence of excommuni¬ 
cation, and the other Jews to fubmit to it.— 
If this right, however, be left them, confined 
to objeds merely of a religious nature, it mull 
have no relation with thofeof political fociety, 
and mud never brand a citizen with infamy, 
as the fynagogueof Amllerdam branded Uriel 
Acolta. To obviate inconveniences, there 
mud always be an appeal to our tribunals. 

It is very improper to permit the Rabbis in 
Alface, and fome of the States of Germany, 
to exercife the office of notary, and to judge 
concerning pecuniary caufes and legacies. I 

would 
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would not have them interdicted from the 
peaceful mode of arbitration ; but in affairs 
that may concern the government, their ju¬ 
dicatory power fhouldbe fupprclled, and their 
caufes referred to the ufual tribunals: fuch is 
the law of Jofcph II. It will doubtlcfs not 
be pretended, that bccaule our King Henry II, 
received the Portuguefe Jews without redric- 
tion, and that his fuccelfors confirmed their 
privileges, the fovercign has not power to 
make regulations concerning their civil date, 
and that they cannot be citizens, and at the 
fame time be freed from obedience to the laws, 
in virtue of which they enjoy the privileges of 
citizens. They thcmfelvcs do not afpire at 
this exemption; and they follow new regula¬ 
tions without rcinorfc, as we have already de- 
mondrated. 

The Jews mud, therefore, be fubjeCted to 
the jurifprudence of the refpeiffivc nations in 
which they live; and there will be nonecefiity 
to form particular cudoms for them, as has 
been done at Metz. Their women, who do 
not inherit, but failing male-heirs, mud be 
admitted to fucccffion, in a manner more fa¬ 
vourable to their fex: majority among the 
Jews, fixed at the fame period as among us, 
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will be attended with lefs inconvenience. Our 
tribunals will then no longer refound with 
caufes between the Jews and the King's offi¬ 
cers. refpecfling the ellablilhmcnt of guardians 
and the taking of inventories. 

The vigilance of the police ought to deflroy 
a general abufc amongft them, which is their 
precipitate interments. 

Being fubjecled to the fame taxation, and 
admitted to public offices, they will partake 
of the fame advantages, becaufe they will en¬ 
joy all the privileges of citizens. But by fup- 
pofing that fomc may have become bound in 
vafftlagc to their lords, it mull not be lawful 
for the latter to redeem thefe unfortunate peo¬ 
ple ; to levy any money from them, or to ad¬ 
mit them, and expel them according to their 
plcafure. Some feudatories in Alfacc pretend, 
but in vain, to have this right by the nature of 
their fiefs, which arc immediate, or held by 
pofieffion immemorial. The fovereign autho¬ 
rity cannot be limited by ufages fubverfive of 
national happinefs: and though they may be 
ufiablifhed by time, they ate no lefs improper. 

The plan which 1 have traced out includes 
the diflolution of Jewifh communities; but 
will it be eafy to overcome the following dif¬ 
ficulty? 


( »97 ) 

ficulty? Several of thefe corporations have 
property and debts. This property, there¬ 
fore, mart be difpofed in fuch a manner, that 
the Jews may have their proportional fharc in 
the Chriffian communities, of which we fup- 
pofe they have become members, and the fur- 
plus may be divided for their benefit. But 
how fhall the debts be liquidated? Will it be 
by new imports, while the Jews arc fcarccly 
able to pay thofe under which they at prcfeilt 
groan, or by opening loans, which would only 
be remedying one evil by another? 

Firft, The Jcwifh nation, poor in general, 
has, however, fomc individuals extremely opu¬ 
lent j and if their generality were equal to 
their wealth, they might lend without intercfl 
to the Jcwilh communities, who by thefe 
means wouldimmcdiatclydifchargethc interert 
of their debts, and afterwards employ the 
money arifing from the interert to pay the 
principal. 

Secondly, The union of the Jews with the 
general mafsof fociety, will fupprefs a number 
of prefents given and received through politc- 
nefs, or from fear offered to rapacity, which 
extorts from the unfortunate, by felling them 
a definitive credit at a dear rate (q); and 
O 3 which 
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which arc a tribute paid by weaknefs and ti¬ 
midity to force and terror,- by the fame will 
be annihilated alfo pcnfions granted through 
gratitude, or other motives: fuch as that of 
twenty-thoufand francs, which the Jews of 
Metz pay annually to the Brancas, which, as 
wc are told, is a conceffion granted by the 
King to that family. This penfion is to ter¬ 
minate w ith, or foon after, the prefent cen¬ 
tury, and it then devolves to an hofpital. This 
gift, however, may be revoked; fince it ap¬ 
pears unjud to endow an afylum of mifery at 
the expencc of the unfortunate. 

Thirdly, l-'ailing thefc means, there remains 
only one. The reformation of the Jews is a 
matter of the higheff importance to the na¬ 
tion in the bofom of which thev live; the 
nation, therefore, mull make fomc facrificcs, 
in order to accompliih that end. The Jews, 
being taxed in the fame manner as the Chrif- 
tians, will be affeffed in the fame rolls; but a 
didinction mull be made refpebting the quota 
levied from them for the liquidation of their 
debts, by paying annually a part of the prin¬ 
cipal with the intcreft, and by this form of an- 
nuity, the whole will foon be difeharged. 1 
conlefs, that in the prefent date of our finances, 

1 ought 


( >99 ) 

I ought not to propofe making facrifices; but 
the debts of the Jews in France arc a very 
trifling object, when compared with thofe of 
the nation, and Ncckcr is at the helm of go¬ 
vernment. 

Let there be, therefore, no fyndic for ma- 
naging the affairs of thefc people, and no Jcw- 
ilh communities—let them be all members of 
ours. When they may be under the ncccfiity 
of holding counfcl, and voting on affairs in- 
difpenfablc in their religion, let a royal com- 
miffary prefide over thefc affemblies, in which 
every thing ought to be debated in the lan¬ 
guage of the country, for the Jews mull be 
compelled to ftudy it, and to ufe it in their 
cornratfls, regiflers, accompts, wills, calendars, 
&c. and in the cxercife of their public wor- 
fliip, or at lead all the books of their liturgy- 
ought to be tranflated. The ufe of the vulgar 
tongue, in facrcd rites, is not contrary to the 
principles of their religion; fince, even at 
prefent, fomc fy nagogucs perform their fervice 
in Spanifli, though it is now three centuries 
fince they w ere expelled from Spain. 

That Tudcfco-Hcbraico-Rabbinical jargon 
which is ufed by the German Jews, which is 
intelligible only to them, and which tends 
O 4 grc atl y 


p. 198-199 


Page 105 of 150 





Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 



{ 200 ) 


greatly to incrcafe their ignorance, or veil 
their deception, will doubtlcfs one day be ex¬ 
tirpated. No national language is univerfally 
fpoken by the Jews in Europe, or in any other 
part of the globe with which I am acquainted. 
France, in its bofom, contains perhaps eight 
millions of fubjecls, fomc of whom can 
fcarccly utter a few mangled words, or dis¬ 
jointed phrafes of our language: others art* 
entirely ignorant of it. It is well known, that 
in Low Brittany, and in many places beyond 
the Loire, the clergy are obliged to preach in 
a kind of local gibberilh, as they would not 
be underflood were they to fpcak French. 
Governments do not know, or are not fuffici- 
vntly convinced, of how much inqiortancc 
the abolifhing of gibberilh is to the enlarge¬ 
ment of fcicnce, to the knowledge of pure 
religion, to the ready executing of the laws, 
to national happinefs, and to public tranquil¬ 
lity. 


CHAP. 


( 201 ) 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

On the Admiffion of the Jews to Civil 
Offices, to Nobility, and into Academies. 
Of their Education, and the Acquifition 
oj Landed Property. 

have omitted every thing that might 
tend to elevate the minds of the Jews, 
and to give them more energy. It is proved 
by hiflory, that in the four firft centuries, and 
even in latter periods, they were admitted 
into all offices, both civil and military. The 
council alTcmbled at Paris in 615, by Clotairc 
II. excluded them from public offices (1); 
but even this prohibition proves our aflertion.. 
Among the Mahometan princes they might 
afpire at, and fometimes attain to the moft 
eminent polls in the minidry. At Morocco, 
above all, they arc frequently feen to pulh 
thcmfelvcs forward at court, and to difeharge 
the duties of Ambaflador; as an indance of 
this, we fhall only quote the famous Pacheco, 
who died at the Hague in 1604. (2). Some 
time after, in the fame century, two Jews 
were refidents in Holland, from the courts of 

Portugal 
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Portugal and Spain, and fome of them have 
been in great favor even at the court of Rome. 
In the twelfth century, we find a Rabbi Je. 
hiel, fuperinrendant of the houfe and fi. 
nances of Pope Alexander III. But in general, 
we have interdicted the Jews from holding 
even the lowed civil offices. 

If wc wifh, however, to bring about a 
thorough reformation among the Jews, let us 
not feparate them from us by mortifying 
didinclions; let us bring them nearer to us 
and to our ufages; let us hand them forward 
in even- place which may call forth their vir¬ 
tues and their talents; and let us attach them 
to the date by the hope of public edeem, and 
by a right to hold every civil office in the 
different claffes of fociety. A fundamental 
law of fome country, excludes from offices 
thofc who arc not of the edablifhed religion. 
But is this fevere policy juft ? We do not 
propofc to admit the Jews to be uttornies; 
the rcafon ot this may be readily guefled; 
but in uniting them with the body of advo¬ 
cates, might wc not difpcnfc with their oath 
of catholicifm, and fubjccl their faclmm to 
tenfure? In governments, where the people 
have a fliare in the Icgidativc authority, or at 

lead, 
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lead, in the executive, as in our provincial 
adetnblics, might not a Jew, who is become 
a citizen, be admitted into them with judice, 
and make a confpicuous figure? 

It would, however, be wrong, if by their 
difpofition in fociety, they could have a dire& 
infiuencc over a religion to which they are 
born inveterate enemies. Such would be the 
right of conferring benefices—a right devolved 
to the Jew, Calmer, by the acquifition of the 
Barony of Pequigny, for we now find beings 
capable of accepting fuch nominations, per¬ 
haps, wc fiiould foon find fome to purchafc 
them, and the feller, not confidering Gmony 
as a crime, according to the remark of 
Mr. Linguct, would think that he made a 
lawful bargain; perhaps he might think that 
he even did a fervice to his religion, by in¬ 
troducing a worthlcfs character into ours. 
It will be objected, no doubt, that wc fee 
Cathoiicks and Protedants have the right of 
prefenting to benefices, in a religion of which 
they arc not profeflbrs, and fcvcral Lords have 
a power of appointing Rabbis. The cxclu- 
liorx which we give to the Jews at prefent, is 
founded only upon their averfion to Chridian- 
ity, and the depravation of their morals, 

which 
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which we may be allowed to mention, with¬ 
out prejudice to the flattering exceptions 
we have made with To much plcafure; and 
when there (hall be no caufe for making 
fuch an obfervation, tranfported with joy, 
vc (hall be the firft to obliterate it. 

Except the above, why fliould not the Jews 
obtain all thofe prerogatives which are fuppofed 
to be never granted but to met it ? VY'hy lhould 
the doors of academics and learned focieties 
be (hut againft them, fince the fcicnces and 
compliments have nothing to do with reli¬ 
gion? But if a literary fociety, or a body of 
nobility, blu(h to receive the Tons of Abraham 
amongft them, this weaknefs would make the 
latter not regret his being excluded, and the 
virtuous Ifraclite, contented with poflefling 
true nobility, and with being a knight of the 
order of merit, would difdain a diliindtion 
founded only upon opinion (3). 

There is If ill an article, upon which we 
(hall touch but (lightly, almoft trembling, 
and confcfling that the following obfervation 
can be applied only very feldom, and to a 
remote period. In the firft ages of our xra, 
efpccially from the years 450 and 550, the 
connexion between the Chriftians and the 

Jews 
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Jews was very intimate, and difparity of wor- 
(hip did not prevent them from uniting in 
marriage. Emperors and councils afterwards 
forbade thefe alliances, which, to the Catholic 
party, w-crc fometimes the caufe of deduction, 
and often even of apoftacy. 

Our divines confefs, that the prohibition 
founded upon difparity of worfhip, was not 
introduced by a general ftatuic, for we find, 
none very prccifc, but by a cuftom, which, 
being univerfally adopted, has acquired the 
force of a law (4). It is (fill univerfally agreed, 
that the church may difpenfc with the ob- 
fcrvancc of its difeiplinary laws, without 
(baking its doctrine, and this fo much the 
more, as the fame regulation, extremely wife 
in certain cireumflances, may become ufelefs, 
and even hurtful in others. What good ef¬ 
fects have rcfulrcd from the matrimonial 
union between St. Analtalia and Publius, the 
Pagan, St. Cecilia and Valerian, St. Monica 
and Patricius, St. Clotilda and Clovis, &c.? 

Seduction can no longer take place. In 
permuting fuch alliances, it may be required, 
that the children produced from them (hould 
be educated in the Catholic religion, or at 
leaft, that the boys (hould be left at liberty to 
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embrace that of the father, ami the gitls that 
of the mother; and this permiffion granted 
to the Jews of contracting marriages with the 
Chriflians, would form a new bond of union. 
They indeed cannot be multiplied too much. 

We have no rcafon, however, to hope much 
from adults: as their difpofition is formed, it 
will be difficult to change it; let us attack 
the evil at its root, and let us direCl our efforts 
to the generation about to be born, and to that 
which is now advancing towards puberty. 
Letthefc youth partake of the education ufed 
in the different claffes of focietv, either in 
public fchools, or colleges and univerlitie*; 
but we here fuppofc, that the mode of public; 
inftrudlion has in many places, and in many 
things been amended; that among others, 
the fchools of jurifprudcncc have experienced 
a complete reformation, and that enlightened 
teachers, loving their Chriffian and Jcwilh 
pupils without diffindion, will eftablilh among 
them that cordiality which arifeS from the 
extinction of hatred. 

Religion to a wife man, is the principal ob» 
jedf to which his attention is directed, as his 
fugitive exiffcncc here prepares him only for 
that future life which is eternal. Since, there¬ 
fore, 
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fore, you have reformation in view, infpire 
rational notions relpeCling belief, and we (hall 
no longer fee iffuing from our colleges fo 
many puppies without a talle for virtue, with¬ 
out principles to love it, and without juftnefs 
of thought. As foon as they arc hurried into 
the vortex of fociety, affected witticifms, con- 
fummatc arrogance, and impious and inde¬ 
cent ridicule decide for life concerning their 
manners and their faith. But let us never 
forget, that zeal without prudence is only a 
fire-brand, and if we fpcak of religion, and 
the catechifm to Jcwilh pupils, wc (hall only 
cncreafc the hatred of the Hebrew people, 
ft lengthen their prejudices and fufpicion, 
forewarn them to be upon their guard, and 
confirm them in their obftinacy; in (hort, 
we (hall fail in every point of view; fathers 
will infpire children, who are fufceptible of 
every iroprefiion, with prejudices againft us. 
Their fufpicion, therefore, muft be overcome 
by our affability, and then thefe pupils, not 
being alw ays deaf to reafon, will collect, even 
without wilhing it, found ideas to counter¬ 
balance the abfurdities with which they were 
amufed, when in the bofoms of their mother. 
When they become i'enliblc that it is their 
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imereti to be inltru&cd, emulation and (ludy 
will call forth their talents, and public appro¬ 
bation will crown them by admitting them to 
degrees in law, phyfic, and the arts (5). I do 
not here fpeak of theology, becaufc it is nei¬ 
ther agreeable to their tallc, nor belongs to 
their province. 

The importance of obliging th'ofc pupils 
who are deltincd to be at the head of fyna- 
gogucs to frequent our fchools, cannot be too 
often inculcated. Tins truth mull appear very 
linking to thofe who know what influence 
thqjcwilh doctors have over their hearers. 
Rabbis, the expcncc of maintaining whom is 
very great, may lac difpcnfcd with, as fcvcral 
Jcwilli communities have never had any, and 
as for two years that at Metz has not been 
replaced; but fuppoflng them to be cftablilh- 
cd, the civil authority mull red rain the free¬ 
dom of election. The Jewifh policy never 
admits any but llrangcrs, who have no alli¬ 
ances, and who have no connection with any 
fubordinatc individual. Without paying at¬ 
tention to this cullom, ours mull be natives 
graduated in our univcrlitics ; a Uriel exami¬ 
nation mull be made into their knowledge 
and principles; preference mull be given to 

thofe 
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thofe who are found bed qualified in thefe 
refpects, and their inflnnftion in the fvni- 
gogucs mull be dirciflcd towards political and 
moral good. 

A confequencc of the fyflcm which we have 
ellablilhcd is, to permit the Jews to acquire, 
buy, and exchange lands; for dlates are never 
fo well cultivated, as by the hands of the pro¬ 
prietor. When they arc allowed to poflefs 
landed property, they may more cafily be pre¬ 
vented from difinheriting fuch of their chil¬ 
dren as arc converted; but in preferving 
the rights of the latter, we mud not imitate 
the injulliccof Giafar-Sadcc,who enafted,that 
Jewilh or Chrillian children, who embraced 
Mahomctanifm, lbould be heirs to the whole 
property. 

The edift which annuls debts owing to 
the Jews by the Chrillians, mull forbid them 
alfo from having mortgages from the latter, 
without which, ufury would enter by that 
door. The bad policy of Poland ought to 
ferve as a caution in this rcfpccft. There 
was a period, when the Jews of that country 
had all its foreign and internal trade in their 
hands, and poflefled at the fame time the 
bell of the landed property ( 6 ). 

P It 
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It will, perhaps, be faid, this is precifeiy 
the evil to be apprehended. 1 he Jews, after 
taking advantage of the liberty which they 
have to cxcrcifc commerce and the arts, for 
the purpofe of encrealing their capitals, and 
of their pernullion to acquire them, will in the 
end getpoflefliqn of the w hole landed property, 
which this nation, w hile they form only one 
family, will never fuffer to etc a pc from their 
hands; and thus the Chrillians will lofe all 
hopes of ever receiving from them what they 
have loft. To avoid this inconvenience, a 
learned Benedictine propofes to declare the 
fucceftion to lands vacant, whenever there arc 
not heirs in the dirccl line, fo that collaterals 
lhall never be admitted to the policilion of 
them. This vacant fucceftion muft devolve 
on the province which may fell the lands, 
and apply the money thence arifing to efta- 
blilhmcnts of public utility. Should this law 
appear too fcverc, the half of the purchafc 
money may be granted to the collateral heirs, 
and the other half fet apart for the purpofe 
above mentioned. 

Should this fyftem be adopted, I w ould re¬ 
commend the following modifications: firft, 
that collateral heirs (hould have the right of 

redeeming 
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redeeming thefe eftates; fecondly, that the 
money which has devolved to the province, 
ftiould be employed in difeharging the debts 
of the Jew illi corporations, or be appropriated 
to relieve the poor; in a word, to fome pur¬ 
pofe ufcful to that nation particularly, or in 
preference to the Chriftians. 

Might we not in leaving the Jews at li¬ 
berty to purchafc lands, and to rent farms, 
oblige thefe people to till them thcmfelves, 
or by the hands of other Jews aftifted by Chrif- 
tian fervants? This regulation would have the 
double advantage of forcing them to apply 
to agriculture, and of preventing them from 
enlarging their heritages. Should it be ima¬ 
gined, that their liberty by this would be too 
much confined, give it more extenfion, but 
regulate it in fuch a manner, that in the pur¬ 
chafc of landed property, they lhall not ex¬ 
ceed a certain fum, as for inftance, 20,000 
franks.* 

In lliort, their defire for purchafing lands 
will not cncreafc, unlcfs they acquire a coun¬ 
try, and entertain hopes of procuring a legal 
cxiftcnce: their privileges extended or con- 


* About 800I. ftciling.- 
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fined according to exigencies, will lead them 
to merit and demand all the advantages of 
citizens. And what will not people do to 
obtain fpeedily what they ardently wifh for? 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Confderations on the Nature and Caufes of 
the Prejudices of the fetes. In uhat 
Manner they are to be remedied. 

\K 7 ERE the Jews only uncivilized, it would 
* T be much caller to reform them: It 
would be fufficient to fow new land with the 
hopes of an abundant crop; but they are funk 
in ignorance, which has depraved their intel¬ 
lectual faculties. We mud, however, admit 
fomc flattering exceptions, in favor of a few 
amiable and learned individuals, who have 
left their nation far behind them; there is as 
much difference between them and their Rab¬ 
bis as between James de Voraginc and Boffuet. 
I fpcak here of the bulk of the nation, flaves 
to credulity, and overwhelmed in an ocean of 
foolilh opinions. Commerce generally recti¬ 
fies falfe ideas, teaches one to think rationally, 
and deflroys or weakens prejudice; but this 
is the cafe only among men, who, enjoying 
the rights of citizens in the full extent of 
the word, can live like brothers, or who at 
lead are upon an equal footing; whereas the 
P 3 Jews, 
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Jews, always kept at a great diftancc by ha. 
tred, and confidcred in a manner as interme¬ 
dia! beings between us and the brutes, have 
feldom been able to attain to the dignity of 
the red of mankind. 

Thefc people (till retain their pride in their 
debafed date, and rcafon only from the ravings 
of their doctors. Among the Rabbinids, Elias 
the Levitc, and Mcnaflcr, are almod the only 
perfons who have reduced their traditions to 
their jud value; but too happy in being fo ju¬ 
dicious with impunity, they have not been able 
to amend their brethren, who have continued 
to give vent to reveries, and to corrupt hido. 
rical facts, fo thatcriticifm among them is dill 
to be born. They even created formerly a 
river Saifalbius, which ccafed to How on the 
fabbath, or flowed only on that day. Perhaps 
it is to be found in the kingdom of Cazar, 
which is near the fca of Cardan. The Jews 
have given us beautiful deferiptions of that 
country, which pever exided but in the ima¬ 
gination. Scarcely can we believe our eyes 
when we read Benjamin dc Tudela (i), and 
Jofcph Bengorion (i), who arc, however, the 
Livy and Tacitus of the fynagoguc. What 
then did they formerly produce ? thofe cele¬ 
brated 
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brated academies of Tiberias, Sora, Nahar- 
dec, Pombc-Ditha, Peruts-Schibbur, l.uncl, 
&c. &c. and in our days, thofe of Sapheta, 
Thcflalonica, Prague, and Fez? The latter 
was always the lead abfurd. Clcnard found 
there forpe men of learning; but in general, 
indead of enlarging the boundaries of the 
human mind, they have confecrated its errors, 
by publifliing as dogmas the flights of a dif- 
ordcrcd imagination; and in that multitude 
of Rabbis, w ho fwcll the collection of Barto- 
locei (3), we fcarccly find a few good writers 
handed down with applaufc to podcrity. For 
want of better, we fliall quote Marin Akiba, 
Maimonidcs, Kimki, Gcrfon, the light of the 
French captivity, Aaron-bcn-Chaim, Juda- 
Ching, Abcnczra, Abrabancl, Aaron-benJo- 
feph, a Caraitc doiflor, Elias the l.cvitc, Oro- 
bio, and the virtuous Menaflch. 

If we, however, cxtradl from their writ¬ 
ings what found reafon might deign to ac¬ 
knowledge, what an abundant collection of 
nonfenfeand error w ould remain? Wcarefilled 
with adonilhment, when we read in Abraba- 
nel, and in many other authors, that the bo¬ 
dies of all the Jews who did not die in Palcf- 
tine w ill, before they arc raifed, roll thither 
p + through 
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through fubterrancan channels, which the 
Eternal hath dug. The nation at length can 
boaft of poflefling a man of genius; but fince 
Jofeph the hiftorian, fixteen centuries were 
requifitc to produces Mendcllhon (4). 

It is a long time ftnee an Emperor, in his 
treatife agamlt the Chnflians, reproached the 
ancient Hebrews (or their ignorance. This 
reproach is done away, if we confider that 
being acquainted with every art ncccflary to 
their frugal and laborious kind of life, they 
may very Well difpenfc with geometricians 
and chemifts. All, or almoft all, as at pie- 
fent, could write, and their fludies were con¬ 
fined to the laws, which contained a body of 
do&rinc and morality, with a legiflativc code, 
fuited to their government. 

The mad tranflator of Julian improves upon 
his mailer, in reproaching them with having 
neither mutual key nor falhion; and he con- 
lidtrs it as a crime, that they aredeflitutc of 
fine mufic and anatomy. We indeed find 
among them neither a Window nor a Gluck; 
and this deficiency, in his eyes, is an abomi¬ 
nable offence, of w hich they can never clear 
thcmfclvcs. 

It 
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It mull be allowed, that there are few 
original chandlers among the Jews; they 
fcldom give fcope to their genius; and they 
arc afraid of fupporting thcmfclvcs on their 
own wings; Haves to prejudice, and wan- 
dering in the dark path of error, they 
have only borrowed ideas—and what ideas! 
They alone, in the prefent day, believe in the 
metempfycholisofthe wicked. Itiswcllknown 
that, according to their dodlors, the fouls of 
adulterers will tranfmigratc into the bodies of 
hogs. Alchymv has prepared the way for 
brilliant difcoverics, becaufe error pofleflet 
the vedibule of truth. It appears that, even 
by that, the Jews, fcarching the abfurd calcu¬ 
lations of the cabala, ought to have rifen to 
the knowledge of logarithms and fluxions; but 
they fcarccly difeovered a few of the proper¬ 
ties of the triangle. Ignorant till the ninth 
century, they then began to make thcmfclvcs 
acquainted with the fcicnccs of the Arabs, and 
being rivals of thefe people, they foon became 
more enlightened than other nations. Many 
of them applied to jurifprudence, fcvcral points 
of which they difcufiTed with uncommon fa- 
gacity; others devoted thcmfclvcs to the ftudy 
of medicine, which they cultivated, and flill 
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cultivate with conftdcrable fucccrs, cfpecially 
in the Eaft; and, if we believe the learned 
Or. Friend, they were the prime* of ibai fei- 
in F.umpc during the middle ages (5). 
But they give us no high idea of their theory, 
by their fables refpefting the bone lies, which 
is the root of the body, w hence all the vif- 
cera derive their origin, and which cannot be 
broken, burnt, or pounded. I have already 
obferved, that fomc of them engrave w ith fuc- 
ccfs: that they invented the art of finance; 
and brought that of hawking about goods to 
perfection. But how (hall we qualify what has 
been added to it by ufury ? The Jews, how¬ 
ever, have left us a valuable monument upon 
aftronomy, which haftened the progrefs of 
that fcicnce; for it is to the Jews of Toledo 
that we arc indebted for the Alphonfine tables 
made out in the thirteenth century. 

Except in thefe points, (may what i fay give 
no offence to one of my countrymen whom I 
efleem,) I do not fee what thofe difeoveries 
are, for which all ages ought to thank the He¬ 
brew people (6) j but when we read in a 
pamphlet, publifhed about twenty years ago, 
that Europe is indebted to the Jews for the 
revival of letters and the fine arts (7), we are 

tempted 
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tempted to dilbelieve our own -yes, rather 
than the aflertion of the author. 

Some Jews have made a confpicuous figure 
by their eloquence. Their fermons, however, 
arc not, as we arc told, but a ferics of ufelefs 
difeuflions, which, inftead of clearing up, they 
render more intricate; and the two with whom 
Wagenleil has made us acquainted (8), give 
us no curiofity for feeing more. The doflrinc 
of the Pharifecs is Hill prevalent in the fyna- 
gogue; for man, in proportion as he departs 
from virtue, loves to form to himfelf an illu- 
lion, by fubltituting in us room pradices which 
arc only its lliadow and phantom. The cere¬ 
monial laws of the pentatcuch had an objcift 
worthy of the wifdom of God; for religious 
worlliip ought to fpcak to the fenfes, w hich 
arc, as one may fay, the gates of the foul: 
but this did not authorize the Rabbis to invent 
a multitude of ridiculous ceremonies, which 
tend only to cxtinguifii true piety, and to 
letter the genius (9). 

It would be a great fin to go to the fyna- 
goguc in the morning without Tephilinis (10); 
not to light lamps in one's houfe on the fab- 
bath, and above all, to lit down to tabic with 
unwathen hands, l'his fin, fays the Rabbi 
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lore, is as great as to have connexion with a 
ftrumpet (i i J. The quantity and the quality 
of the water ufed for this ablution, give rife 
to a number of difficulties, which have fomc- 
times divided the doctors (12). So many 
trifles give us rcafon to think that it would be 
more difficult to enlighten the Jcwifli Rabbi, 
oifts than the Samaritans, who arc lefs taken 
up with thefe childifh conceits; and the Ca- 
raites, who reject them entirely, and call the 
followers of the Pharifces bridled ajfes. 

Though 1 fupprefs a multitude of filly 
things, dill more abfurd, fcattcrcd through¬ 
out their works, this detail will, perhaps, be 
confldcrcd as ridicule; and l'ome, perhaps, 
will be fo kind as to believe it to be only ufc- 
lefs—It is neither the one nor the other. 

After having explained the means of re¬ 
forming the Jews, I wallied to make the nc- 
ccffiiy ol this reformation more confpicuous; 
and to point out thofc objects on which it 
ought to be founded : for, had I not rcfpe&cd 
the patience of the reader, and the unhappy 
iituation of the Jews, 1 Ihould have mentioned 
an hundred ot their authors, who have pub- 
lifhcd an hundred thoufand and one reveries, 
more abfurd, it poffible, than thofc which 

arc 
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arc contained in the text and the notes at the 
end of this work. It would appear as if igno¬ 
rance had conimiffioned flupidity to digeft 
them. Mow is it poffible that men—that our 
equals, couldcarry their tnadnefs fo far?—and 
by what fatality arc the mod incredulous peo¬ 
ple at the fame time the mod credulous ?— 
The traditions of the Jew, his books, and 
his fcdivals, continually remind him of mi¬ 
racle*; fo that, familiarised w ith the won¬ 
derful, credulous through ignorance, and fu- 
perditious, through didrefs, he gives himftlf 
up to the mod nonfenfical falfehoods, and 
never knows how to didinguiffi between thofc 
avowed miracles refpefted bv the faith, and 
thofc abfurd tales condemned by reafon. The 
government of the ancient Hebrews was a 

f) 

real theocracy. Since that epoch, they have 
connected all knowledge with that of the law; 
even to the fublimc fcicncc of flaying animal*, 
all has entered into the plan of their religious 
fyftcm. This aflcmblagc gave rife to a number 
of reveries, to which it has always been per¬ 
mitted to add. Thence, it may be eafily 
judged, that fenfiblc nations cannot cafilyin. 
troducc the Jews among them, bccaufe .th£ 
lead changes appear to be dogmatical in¬ 
novations. 
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novations. The chaos of talmudical traditions 
has at length become their theology; bur 
theology, properly called, is a fcicnce which is 
not fufceptiblc of difeovery ; it expofes arti¬ 
cles of belief, and fupports thofe anicles upon 
motives of credibility. If people, therefore, at¬ 
tempt to launch beyond thefe boundaries, they 
disfigure the mod fublime part of our know¬ 
ledge; and create entitUs, quiddities, rtafiniug, 
and reafoned reafyns-, that is to fay, on which 
they talk nonfenfe; and w hat has happened 
among us, is more likely to happen among 
the Jews. 

Such arc the principal fourccs of their in¬ 
conceivable errors, and of their attachment to 
their ridiculous traditions, w hich at moll ex¬ 
cite only the fmile of pity. Dcllroy the caufes 
and the eftefts will difappear; but the grand 
obdaclc will always arife from the rulers of 
the fynagoguc; for the nation think, fpcak, 
and aft after their dccifions ; and it can never 
be too often repeated, that it will be of the 
highcll importance to watch over their edu¬ 
cation and their miniftry, and to confine their 
power. If they have corrupted the nation, 
they may alfo reform it. 

In 
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In the propofed plan l have not fpoken of 
the women; but their reformation will be an 
infallible confequcnce of that of their huf- 
bands, to whom they arc entirely fubordinatc. 
It has been faid, and often repeated, that men 
will always be what the women wifti. Among 
the Jews, however, this will not be the cafe; 
for we mud mention another obdaclc to their 
reformation, which is the little eiltem they 
have always entertained for the fair fcx. This 
conduct is common to all thofe people among 
whom polygamy, and a permifiion to divorce, 
keeps the women in anabjeft date, and makes 
them be confidcrcd as the vile indruments of 
plcafure. I-cgal impurities, which among 
the l Icbrews fometimes remove them from fo- 
ciety, have drengthened this manner of think¬ 
ing. Their primitive objeft, however, was 
only to infpirc a decent reftrve, and to re¬ 
drain the grols padions. 

It appears, by reading Malachi, that the 
Jews have long merited this reproach. Pof- 
tcrior to the prophet, Dr. Hillct, enumerating 
the caufes which may authorise a divorce, 
reckons the follow ing: if a woman has boiled 
her hulband's dinner too much. Aquila, dill 
more indulgent, pretends, that it is fufficicnt 
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to find one more agreeable. The otiflom, 
fays Mr. Route I, of making women deliver 
oracles among the Greeks, the Jews, and the 
Germans, proceeded from a certain refpect 
entertained for the fex (14). Women deliver 
cracks among the Jrvs! A fuppofttion merely 
gratuitous. Though divorces at prefent are 
very rare among them, and though polygamy 
be abfolutcly difufed, except, perhaps, in 
fome corner of the Ead, their unfavourable 
manner of thinking, with regard to the wo¬ 
men, has been perpetuated even to our days 
(15). Cardofo allures us, but in vain, that 
they hold them in great efteem (16). Which 
mud we believe ? The doctor, who afferts one 
thing, and experience which contradicts him. 
Every day, the Jews fay to God in their 
prayers, lilcjfed lx llxu, O Creator of heaven and 
of earth, becaufe tbcu bad not made me a woman ; 
and the woman, humbled, fays, Blrtjed be 
thou, becaufe thou haft made me according to thy 
plcafure. A very modern author pretends, that 
ihey have had fome learned w omen among 
them (17); another all'ertion which we wilh 
to be proved. It is certain, that their wo¬ 
men, fubjcClcd to the defpotifm of their huf- 
bands, have not the art of calling forth their 

talents; 
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talents; and that fince Zenobia, if (he w.v 
really a Jewefs, not one of them has been dif- 
tinguilhed from the multitude. When a ped. 
pic are in an uncivilized date; there are tod 
few moral relations between the man and the 
woman, to counterbalance the bodily drength 
of the former; but when the woman can make 
up for phyfical inferiority by the charms of 
her good fenfc and fentiment, her influence 
will foften his manners, and his heart will be 
opened to the impreflions of delicacy: the 
hulband, by chcrilhing his fpoufc, contrails a 
habit ofrcfpecting his equal; and in general a 
regard for the fair fex marks out the progrefs 
of a nation in civilization. Thefe principles 
are as foreign to the fynagogue as the culture 
of the fine arts; for the Jews have not facri- 
ficcd to the Graces, l.ipman wrote, in Hebrew 
verfes, his fccond Nizzachon, an anti-chridian 
work, which Wagenfeil has fully refuted. Se¬ 
veral Italian and Spa nidi Jews have attempted 
poetry; and we even have, by Levi dc Bar¬ 
rios, Relation de tos poelas y eferittores E/pagnolos 
de la nation Judaica Amftelodama. They have, 
therefore, made verfes in Hebrew, Italian, and 
Spanidi; that is to fay, fetting apart David and 
the prophets, the oldcd collection of the mod 
Q. fubiime 
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fublimc poetry, the J«*. ^ „« 

one poet, except the author ot the Cofn(i ), 
We have already feen, that Benjamin of Tudela, 
when travelling in Greece found Parnaffiis 
inhabited by two hundred Jews,, woo culti¬ 
vated it- but this is the only relat.on they 
have ever had with that celebrated mountain. 
They have fertilized its foil, and have never 
courted the deities who prefide over it. 

The fynagogue, however, has produced a 
kind of mythology, which, indeed, is not 
pleafant enough to make up for its ftuptd.ty. 
The Talmudical and Cabbaliftical reveries 
appear fo much the more difficult to be do 
ft roved, as they have no foundation! and as 
people have nothing to fupport them when 
they combat in a vacuum. How can we prove 
to the Jews, that they may marry in the month 
of May; that an equal number is notun- 
lucky; and that it is not ncccliary, on the firft 
day of the year, to cat honey, faying—May 
the Lord grant us a year fweet as honey.— 
Again!! this practice, we can with fuccefs 
level the (hafts of irony, whenever a Jew *» 
capable of feeling them. ’lhen will he the pro* 
per moment to examine the myftic conceits 
of Rabbinifm-, to hold them up to ridicule, 

and 
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and to fubllitutc the fruits of rcafon in the 
room of the cxtafics of madnefs. The Jew has 
drunk of the cup of lhamc; and when we 
have got fo far as to render him fcnlible of 
raillery, we (hall have made a confidcrablc 
progrefs; for this fenfibility will announce, that 
the moral man is already very much unfolded, 
and the dread of ridicule will finiffi what 
good fenfe has begun. The influence of this 
fear will operate, cfpccially in France, where 
people are in the right when they can raife 
a laugh and prejudices will certainly not he 
retained at the cxpcncc of vanity. 


Q-* 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Muft the Jem be compelled to adopt the 
Means propofed to reform them ? The 
Necejpty of preparing both the Jews and 
the Chrifiians for this Event. The Time 
that will be required to bring it about. 

T O guard againft every inconvenience is 
a thing absolutely impoffiblc. A tinc¬ 
ture of imperfection dill betrays the work of 
man. Good and better arc in his power; 
but perfection is a point to which he can 
never attain. The legiflator generalifes his 
views, and furveys them in a whole; but he 
cannot defeend to every detail, and compre¬ 
hend every exception, nor even caufc the 
general good without facrificing a few indivi¬ 
duals; and if on account of inconveniences, 
we wiftt to annihilate the laws, we fliould 
overturn the whole world. They clear a 
mortgagee, notwithltanding the rcmonftranccs 
of the honeft man, though by a concourfc of 
circumftanccs which he could not overcome, 
he has not formed his defence in the manner 
he wifhed; they confign over an eftate to 

the 
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the cheat, who has been able to unite appear¬ 
ances in his favor; they repair the honor of 
the acculcd villain, who could not be con¬ 
victed; on fufpicion only of the plague, they 
confine for forty days in a Lazaretto, the tra¬ 
veller, whofe fortune is often ruined by this 
delay, and bccaufc a Jew carries on trade 
honeftly, muft we abrogate the law which 
limits the commerce of thefe people, and 
forbids them to fell upon credit? Let private 
confiderations be facrificcd to the public 
good. Stilus populi Juprema lex eft0. 

But what fhall we do with the Jews who 
cannot enjoy the advantages offered, and with 
thofc who will not ? Wc muft aflift the good 
intentions of the firft, and infpire the like in¬ 
tentions into the latter, and even compel the 
bad. Open to them the afyluins deftined for 
orphans, and the hofpitals eftablilhed for the 
infirm; introduce talents into your charitable 
inftitutions, and into your free fchools; invite 
benevolence to your affiftance, fet on foot 
fubferiptions, and crcCl temples of pity, avoid¬ 
ing, however, to incite jealoufy, which would 
foon produce hatred. But what fhall we do 
with thofc whofe manners are already formed ? 
Muft they renounce this fccond nature; will 
Q.3 ) oU 
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you change their moral conftirution; will 
you repair the education of the veteran of 
ftxty, whofe reafon is like a (hapelefs block, Or 
funk in filth? Will you oblige him who has 
fold faulty horfes to the unfufpicious farmer, 
to take them back ? No, this would be tor¬ 
turing them to no purpofc, and fubjcCting in 
vain an incombuftible fubftance to the fire of 
a reverberating furnace :it will be a great deal, 
if they can be prevented from propagating 
the contagion of ignorance and vice to their 
children. 

There are beings fo wicked, that they feem 
to be hurried on by a defire of doing mif- 
ehief— perverfity appears inherent in their 
nature. We (hall find Jews obftinately con¬ 
tinue their deteftable manoeuvres, and their 
ufurious pradices; but the number will de- 
creafc; their deceptions, eaficr to be deteded, 
will be punilhed in the fevered manner, and 
a barrier will be oppofed to their depravation, 
when they fee the public eye continually on 
the watch behind them, and punifhment by 
the fide of crimes. The heart mull revolt at 
conftraint; but can we condemn prohibitions 
or cocreive orders, which will reduce the rc- 
fradory to a negative rcfiftancc? 

We 


( *3' ) 

We mufl merit their gratitude in fpite of 
them, and conftrain them in a manner that 
may conduce to their advantage, as well as 
to that of focicty. Without their exclaiming 
againft want of toleration, we may compel their 
children to frequent our fchools, and annually 
fubjed them to exercifes and public exami¬ 
nations. Government mult not intrude fo 
far as to caulc polemical dilTcrtations to be 
made in their fynagogucs; but it can and 
ought to enlighten the public religious in- 
Itrudion of the Jews, and prevent the minds 
of their children from being filled with fo 
many talmudical reveries, which difguft the 
dulled perfoit of good fenfe. Let us not, 
however, attack their prejudices with vio¬ 
lence, which would only make them more 
refractory. A Hire method of fetting them 
againft us, would be to burlclque on the ftage 
their religious ceremonies. This, however, 
was done in Germany, in a pantomime ballet 
entitled the JewiJb H'tdJing, and we cannot 
but applaud Mr. Bernoulli, who, having 
feen it reprefented at Hoff, in Franconia, ex¬ 
claimed loudly againft the indecency of this 
farce (t). 

0.4 U 
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It would he offering an iniiilc to the clergy 
and the magiflratcs, to fuppofe that they will 
nor unite in every thing to haften the execu¬ 
tion of the plan propofed. A delicate, but 
indifpenfabic article is, to prepare both the 
Jews and the Chrifiians for this reformation. 
Let us fpcak to the hearts of the latter in 
faiorof their brethren in our public fchools, 
and on the fteps of the fancluary; and let us 
infenfibly difpofe the Jews to adopt the views 
of miniflry in fuch a manner, that we may 
appear rather to enter among them, than to 
wifh tliat they fliould come to us. Let us 
difieminate fear, and above all, hope j let us 
hold forth attractions to them; let us invite 
them by favors, diftinffion and intereft. The 
latter object is all-powerful, for man has al¬ 
ways more inclination to yield to that plea- 
fure, than courage to overcome pain. 

A gentleman, illuflrious by his name, as 
well as by his pcrfonal qualities, in a letter (2) 
to me, fays, “ On this fubjecl, (the reforma¬ 
tion of the Jews) and upon ajmoft all thofc 
ol legiflation, 1 have always been of opinion, 
that it is ncccffary to begin by inftruding the 
public. Before laws arc publifhed, the wifeft 
lrgiflators have conltamly alTembled councils. 


( 2J3 ) 

in order to frame them ; fuch were the con¬ 
ferences on the ordinances of 1667 and 1670 
the proceedings of which we have printed; 
but there is no council of miniflers or inagif- 
trates equal to that of the whole nation, which 
may be procured by the influence they 
have." 

Shall I be believed if I point out alma¬ 
nacks as an eafy and infallible mean of fa¬ 
voring the propagation of knowledge among 
the inferior claffes of focietv. One can fcarce- 
Iy conceive the extent of their happy or un¬ 
lucky influence over the vulgar, according 
as they arc the productions of reafon or of 
folly. Forty thoufand copies of that of Baflc 
are call off annually, which are printed both 
in that city, and in Colmar, by an inhabitant 
of Berlin, who has a privilege for that pur¬ 
port*. Savoyards hawk about through all 
I ranee this abfurd repertory, which has per¬ 
petuated till near the end of the eighteenth 
century the prejudices of the twelfth. For 
eight fols each peafant purchafcs this chiro- 
niantic and aflrological collcffion, didlatcd 
by folly and bad taftc. The falc of this work 
indeed for fomc years has been much lefs, 
becaufe, thanks to the clergy of the fccond 
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order, more rational ideas of every kmd have 
made their way even to the cottage. Thefc 
£ufb, without doubt, arc unknown to the mi. 
niftry, otherwife they would adopt this mode 
of inltrudion to dili'ufe every where the refult 
of experiments in agriculture, farriery, and 
the paternal views of government, &c. 

The reformation of the Jews will not indeed 
be the work of a moment, for it is well known, 
that the progrefs of reafon, like that of the 
(ca, is not perceptible till after a number of 
ages; but though moral revolutions are gene¬ 
rally very flow, this of the Jews will be more 
rapid. According to Michaelis and Schwager, 
in ten generations the Hebrews will not be 
fit for the occupation of war. Mr. Dolun 
leflcns this period, which we ihall confine 
within Itill narrower boundaries. Certain 
vices, more inherent cither on account of their 
nature, or bccaufc habit has ftrengthened them, 
fuch as a third for gain, will not, perhaps, dif- 
appear entirely till the end of a century; but 
this excepted, I am inclined to believe, that 
in two generations this reformation will be 
complete, for every thing will concur to effcfl 
it. 

At 


( 235 ) 


At firfl we fhall have Jews of two kinds; 
the one always devoted to ignorance, and 
funk in the filth of prejudices; but the fecond, 
rifing above error, will attain to the fame de¬ 
gree of reafon and knowledge as other people: 
the latter will eagerly unite with us in accom- 
pliflung the work, either from humanity, in 
order to extend the benefits of the law to all 
their brethren, or from vanity, to render the 
obftaclcs which they have overcome more 
flriking, or to incrcafc in our eyes the inter¬ 
val which feparates them from a degenerate 
tribe. 

The Jew is born with the fame difpofition 
as we; let us, therefore, curb his ufury, con¬ 
fine his commerce, direct his views to other 
objects, enlarge his mind, elevate his heart, 
overcome his prejudices, and engage him by 
the molt powerful motives to acquire know¬ 
ledge. Before his eyes he will have our edu¬ 
cation, our legiflation, and our difcovcrics, in 
which he is about to partake. All thefe means 
united, will make an univerfal impreflion ; 
they will fhakc the whole Jcwilh nation, and 
even conflrain thofe w ho oppofc them; for 
when people have to ftrugglc continually 
againft inllrudion, evidence, authority, plca- 

furc. 
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furc, example, ridicule, and neceflity, in order 
to preferve abfurd opinions and heteroge¬ 
neous cuftoms, reafon muft recover i ts 
rights, the charadler new impreffions, and the 
manners a better form. 


CIIAP- 


( 2 37 ) 

CHAPTER XXVIi. 

Review oj the Whole. Conclujion. 

A FTER having delineated a pi flu re of the 
misfortunes of the Jcwifh people, I 
have refuted many calumnies thrown out 
againft them. I have traced out the caufes 
that have produced and perpetuated the 
reciprocal hatred between them and other 
nations, which has changed their phyfical and 
moral chara&cr. I have clearly pointed out 
the danger that may arife from tolerating 
them in their prefent Hate, the neceflity of 
reforming them, and the poflibility of ac- 
complilhing that end. Seldom have I ap¬ 
pealed to future experience, for the part has 
almoft always come to the fupport of my rca- 
foning. I believe that I have included in 
this plan, all thofc means which can change 
opinions, and redtify the moral man-, but 
have I enforced them with energy fuflicicnt 
to move the heart, by carrying convi&ion to 
the mind? 

There arc fomc details into which 1 have 
not entered, that I might not offer an infult to 
the penetration of the reader, bccaufc quef- 
tions included in each other, arc anfwered 
from the fame principles. Docs the painter 
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who (ketches out a large picture, employ 
1 himfclf upon the frame ot it? 

The reader will, doubtlcfs, forgive me, for 
L having fometimes alTumcd a dccilivc air, when 

it is confidered, that the exprclTions pniaily 
and perhaps, already too often employed, could 
tend only to weaken the didactic (train of the 
I" work. Though perfuaded that I am defend¬ 

ing a good caufc, this conviction docs not 
banilh diffidence, which youth and moderate 
talents mud infpire. Should my endeavors 
prove fruitlcfs, I diall (till find confolation 
in the motive by which I have been actuated; 
but 1 (hall confider myfclf as amply rewarded 
for my labor, if they tend to alleviate the 
miferies of an unhappy nation, and to procure 
them a more eloquent defender. I mud, 
however, obferve, that they will not find one 
more zealous. 

Deny not, ye who arc enemies to every 
innovation, that this plan w ill prove abortive, 
until you have made the experiment. Arc 
you of fo pccvidi a difpolition as to require 
that the revolution diould be completed, and 
the fird trial brought to perfection immedi¬ 
ately after it is begun? Do not enlarge upon 
fmall inconveniences, Ibr if man were to 
adopt no plans but ihofc entirely free front 

them 
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them, he would never come to any determi¬ 
nation at all. Let us congratulate ourfclvcs 
on the happinefs of hav ing as contemporaries 
fome fovereigns, whom we can praife without 
flattering, that is to fay .without debating them. 
Let us hope that projects, infpired by huma¬ 
nity, urged by ncccffity, and fupported by 
religion, will one day be promoted by the 
dcpofitarics of public authority. Already 
Gudavus and Sw eden, Jofcph* and Germany, 
Louis XVI. and France, begin to open to 
the Jews their pacific boforrw. Peter the 
Great durd not attempt to make them Ruffi¬ 
ans: he w idled fird to rc-gcnerate his own 
people; but the work will be linilhed, and 
Catherine II. is dill alive. 

O! nations, for eighteen centuries ye have 
been treading under foot the remains of If- 
rael.—Divine vengeance hath difplayed its 
feverity againd them; but have you been com- 
miffioned to be the indrutnents of it? The 
fury of your fathers (elected their victims from 
this deferred flock; what treatment do you 
referve for the timid lambs who have cfcapcd 
the daughter, and taken (heltcr in your bo- 

* The original wai puMiflteJ before the death of the 
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foms? Is it enough to leave them life, while 
vou deprive them of every thing that can ren¬ 
der it defirablc ? Will your hatred form a part 
of the inheritance which you bequeath to 
your children? No longer judge of this na¬ 
tion, except from the future; but if you again 
review the part crimes, and the prefent cor¬ 
ruption of the Jews, let it be in order to la¬ 
ment your own work. Being the caufe of their 
vices, become that alfo of their virtues; dif- 
charge your debt, and that of your anceftors. 

A new age is about to commence. Let 
the palms of humanity adorn its front; and 
let po(ferity, by anticipation, applaud the 
junction of your hearts. The Jews are mem¬ 
bers of that univerfal family which ought to 
eftablilh fraternity among all nations; and 
over them as well as us, revelation extends 
its majeftic veil. Children of the fame Father, 
leave no pretence for the avcrfion of your bre¬ 
thren, who will one day be united with you 
in the fame (hccp-fold. Open afylums where 
they may dry up their tears, and repofc their 
heads in peace.—In Ihort, let the Jew, loving 
the Chriftian with reciprocal affection, em¬ 
brace m me his fellow-citizen and his friend. 

THE END. 

NOTES. 


note 


s. 


CHAPTER I. 

(1) S E K the DifTertatwnt of Mr. de Correvon, %t the end of hia 
tranflatmn of Addifon’s Trcatifr on theCfcriftian Religion. 
Genev. » 77 ». V. III. i, it not dreadful,- fay* the tranflator, 
- ro fee the Jew. blindly follow Barchochcba*. who had nothin* 
•• but hit name to fopporl hi. million, whilft they rejefled Jefj » 
* Chrift, in whom every thing announced hi. divinity ?'• 

(2) St. Jerome inSophoni. Chap. 10. 

( 3 ) Wifigothorum. Chap. it. 

( 4 ) Chrome. Rothomag. in Novi Bibliot. MS. T. I. page 363. 

(5) Some author., a. the Saxon chronognphev and the chtoni. 
der of Wurubourg, reduce this numbei to 1014. Some modern 
writers have been plcafed to invert the calculation, and to kill 
14000, But let ui not exaggerate 1 a thOuland innocent perfonj 
killed are enough to grieve the heart. 

(6) Annates Boiorum. Lib. V. 

(7) Epiftol. 311 and 313. Mete is perhaps the only city where 
the crufadcrs did not embtue their hand, in the blood of the Jcwa. 
Louia the Young, on hi. departure for Paicftine, afTemblcd hi. 
army there, and yet it is not faid that the Jew* of that place re. 
reived any infult. The fUence of hiftory in thin refpeft amount, 
to a poCurve proof, if we confidcr that McU then had hiftonans. 

(8) I hope one day to trace out the revolution, of a people, 
wbofe caufe I at prefent plead, and to examine the erroneon. re- 
latioo of the occufers of Cynlle ; a narration adopted by Barbcy- 
»ac, in his preface to the La tv ej Suture and Salient, and by the 
learned Jamr. Bafnagc in hia HiJIety ej the Jtut. Without of. 
fence to Mr. de Boifli, who, in hia Critical Dijfertatieus, boaft. of the 
impartiality of the latter, 1 (hall tome time or other aflign fuflt* 
nent caufe. for my sffertion, by difplaying the prejudice, and 
futility of Bafnagc rcfpelimg the article juft mentioned ; the in- 
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end cilimiM nunner i. »hieh he >"*'* Afmonejni | 
,h t ra „KIc .hit .ook pl.cc when >li.« altemp.ed to -eb.rld ,he 
temple. Sec • See. 

(O) Agobardi Opera de Infolentia Jndnror. T. I. pag. 64, 
dit of Baluxe. Lorn* ,hc M ‘ ,d * * P rince of Jn affab,e d ‘fpofilion, 
(ur.ounded by courtier*, who luted the prelate of Lyooi, and who 
loved the prefeoce of the Jew*. obftinitely refifted all the folici- 
tatiom of Agobard, »nd never granted him an audience but when 
)ic wa» about to depart. Thcfc courtier* carried their flattery to. 
ward* the Jew* h far, a* to dafixe that they would remember 
them in tbeir peayera. 

\Va» it neceflary, or bad they a right to preveot the Bi&op from 
hiptifing the pagan lave* of the Jrwi, without far A obtaining the 
confem of tbeir raaffeia, under a pretence, that a* the law* forbade 
the Utter to have Chriftian Have*, they would have loft the pur- 
chafe money ? Juflice required that thefe new convertsfbould be 
obliged to continue in their Servitude, if flavary be admifllble. 
But what prove* that the xeal of Agobard wi* moderate, it, that 
be offered to ttimbnffe the Jew* foe the cxpencc they had been at 
in pure haling them. 

(io) Tillemont Memoir* pour fervir a I'Hiftotre Eeelefuftique. 
Tom. XVI. Vita Fcrreol. in Apend. Opens MS. Ant. Dominici, 
cui titulu*: Familia Anfbcrti rediviva. Le Cointe Annale* ccclef. 
Fr.vka S Hilaett par St. Hooorat, fon di fc.ple. Formerly the 
Archbilhop of Mayeacc wu avowedly dArrifu of the Jew*. 

fli) Eaynaid. Pafm. Pag* Brevtarium Ceftor. Pontif. T. 1 . It 
i» faid, that Philip 111 . King of Spnin, being obliged to affift at an 
could not refrain from teara, when he few a youejT 
Jewel* and a Moot, of between fiftnen and fmteen years of age, 
committed to the flames. The Grand lnquifitor made thit a crime, 
and told him that it muff coA him blood, in order to expiate it. 
The king fuffered himfelf to be blooded, and the blood take* 
from him burnt by the hand of the executioner. If thi* fa^k 
which is dill doubtful, be true, let ua (bed tears with Philip Hf- 
What a contrail between that ferocity which religion abhor* a*d 
the compiffionate mi'.dnef* of tho foveeeign Pontiff* toward* 
the Jewi—* mildncfl infpired by Chndianity, the doArinc* 
which it caufe* to be beloved. When a new Pope i* elcAed, the 

je** 
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Jaws go and wait for him in the road leading to St. John de La* 
Iran, m oidet to pay their icfpid* tn him, and prefeut b*m with • 
toll of the Mofaic law. 

(»*) Felicite publique. T. II. Chap. *. 

(13) Htdoirc da Languedoc, par Vaifictte. T. II. 

(14J David Gantt. Grimm Davidis. 

(15) The Jaws drive* from France, under Qagohert (. Philip 
Augudo*. Philip the Tall, and Charles V|. were banifhed for 
thelafftrme, in 1613. Louis XIII. ordcied them to evacuate bit 
tciritoiies within a month, under pain of death. Tbofe of M«tt 
and Bourdcaux were, however, excepted. We read in the Me* 
moirs of the Regency of the Duke of Orleans that in 1718, 
they offered fevcral millions of livres to obtain a legal clla* 
blilhmcat tud a fynagoguc at PatU; but the Regent refufed, 
though be bad occafloo fat money. 

(16) It wa» to tbe date* of Ploermcl that John I. Ailed the Red. 

publifhed that fulminating edid, in *>39, according to fomc, and 
114Q according to other*, by which he exonerated the debtor* of 
the Jew* et fuirtamni. Bafnagc fay* that the edift of 

that prince declared every perfon innocent who (houtd kill a Jew. 
Thiftclaufe only concern* the pad ; it merely forbade tbofe to be 
didutbcd who had recently killed one, and in this the author 
quoted by Bafnage (D'Ar^tnlri Nijt. de Hr-tjjnt, Lit. IV.) and 
(LobUttt. H'JI- de Bretugne. Tom. I. and II. in the proofs) both 
Cgtec, though thefe two writeia differ in other refpeO* in relating 
each tbe tc*t.—•Joba le Roux engages for himfelf and his fuccef- 
(dra, foe tbe ptefent and the future, to fupport thit law, and if he 
violate* it, he autborifea the Bifhopa to excommunicate him, and 
to ccm&fcatc hi* land* m their diocefea, without regard to any pri- 
vi lege*. 

(ay) Aderaar Cahillon. Chronic, apud Labbe, in NovIBiblto.. 
MS. T. 1 . pag. »| 7 * 

(i 0 )£// f«#r rc* xxcariawrat, C*nti tvifeervet. Matthew Pan*, 

An. iMJ. , . . . 

(»9}itnea* Sylviua Hift. Bob. ch. 35. Crufiu* Annale*. Suevi.&c. 

(,o) flora iCfc, 10 1666. Tho c„ sf rr,tmg Dr. Dodd, wheo 
in pidoo, die,wed llul no Jew hive bee. found in rerfi. ««• 
R • 
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lad perteeulion, under Schih Abb** II. Th« truth u, that 
their number, formerly exeeflive in that country, it only de- 
ere*fed, bec.ufe people oppreffed them with impunity. A mu I- 
titude of Jew*, whofe charafter for honefty it Ur from being f a . 
vorable, are Rill foimd in PeHia, particularly io the northern 
province*. In the time of a drought, the Perf.an* go in proceffion 
to appeafe the anger of Heaven, and they oblige the Jew* to do 
the fame. See L'H/oire des Decoureites Joites par divers /nans 
Voyognrs dans flofears Cantr/es de fa Ru/e, eldeU Per/e. Berne, 
*779. Tom. If. p»g* 3*3 */'f* 


CHAP. 


IT. 


(i) LIFE of Cromwell by Gregorio Leti. We find there in 
account of the deputation of the Jew* to the Prote&or, who, in* 
Read of affuming the quality of Media*, wa* very angry at their 
requeft. 

(a) It U well known that they have penetrated into America, 
and even into the poffefiions of the Spaniard* in that country* 
Thay arc already very numerous among the Anglo.Americans. 
(Sec Harmonyi Travels into the interior Parts aj North Amtnia.) 
The Jews, every where bent under the yoke, hive earned with 
them their tears and tbeir defpair. u Had they been all converted 
* by Jcfus Chrift,'* fays Pafcal, “ we (hould at prefent bave had 
•* only fufpefted witneffes, and had they been exterminated, we 
** (hould have had none at all." [See hi* Thoughts, article *6.J 
(3) When Andrew, under Trapo, gave himfelf out for the 
Medial, and engaged his adherents to exterminate the infidels, 
the Jews ms (Tiered more than two hundicd and twenty tboufand 
perfons 10 Cyrroia and the idand of Cyprus. Dion and Enfebiua 
fay, that not contented with killing them, they eat their flefli, 
m^dc gitdles of their intcfiincs, and befmeared themfelvc* with 
their blood. 

(i) Moie than twenty different people affiimed the title of Mef* 
fut, before Zabbathai-Zcvi, who appeared in the lad century* 
The Rabbu due no longer maik out the prccife moment of tho 
coming of their deliverer , but it ii fame centuries fmee they have 
*:<.ceded to dctem-.ec the epoch. The iropoftor David Lim* 

leifif 
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Ifin, fixed it it the yen tjoo. He obliged the Jew, todemol.lh 
their ovens, in which they baked unleavened bread. Thefeovens 
were become ufelefs, fmee the year following they were to eu un¬ 
leavened bread at Jerufalem. 

That council of Jew*, held in Hungary, in the year *650, at 
which Samuel Bret pretend* that he affifted, is very lingular if it 
it be true. Three hundred Rabbis affembled, encamped under 
tents, on the plain of Ageda. The farlk day was fpent in com¬ 
pliments, and on the following days they deliberated whether tho 
Media* was come or Rill to be expelled. A plurality of voices 
determined that he was not come. A debate then enfued on the 
manner in which he would appear, and it was decided that he 
would (hew himfelf as a conqueror; that hr would not change the 
law of Mofca; and that he would be born of a virgin. The Rab¬ 
bis afterwards debated, whether Jcfus ChtiR was the Meflias, and 
agreed that he was not. 


CHAP. 


III. 


(1) VILLARET HID. do France, 1J93. 

(t t I have no where read that the Jewa in the middle ages were 
fubje&ed to the ordeal. Before the trials by boiling water, red 
hot iron and duels, they were fometimes made to fwrar that they 
would employ no enchantment, in order to prevent the cffelli, 
whether natural or fupernatural, which they expelled from thefe 
caufes. The Jews were, perhaps, believed to be as capable of 
cxercifmg magic, as of taking falfe oaths. 

(3) Mr. Bcraud de Brrcaflel, in his Eecftfia/itof Hfiory , vo¬ 
lume third, page tti. denies the horrid cruelties prsllifed by the 
Jews on Chnflian children ; whilft Mr. Feller, in the Jonrnol of 
l.isxemienrg, for 08 . a, *782, endeavors to find a multitude of 
incontcftablc falls of this kind. The author of the Jeunfh Letters , 
volume fourth, page 346, is inclined to believe that thefe accufa- 
tions are not void of foundation. 

(4) All the Jew, were drive, (rom St. Dirt, by Ihe Duke of 
Lorraine, bee.ufe ot>e of them bed infolled Ibe feered ho« ; the 
criminal*, hoofe we, fold, and it now belong, to the chapter. In 
remembrance of Ifaii event, the tenant eve tv year, clothed ;o a black 
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* 0 « alone, on Cood Friday, end <"> »!»*>• box, 

. thoufend boll* to be confeereted. I beet („d, ,h« 
Ihn («8 iff eerr » eefdeWrr , for I do Dot fee tlul the Jr*', 
crime it ebfolutely beyond a doubt. 

Ruyx hiAftff (MMTo that frvwa! opinion* have beta tattr. 
u.ntd on this hibjcd UdSdci, be relates after Richeriua, a monk 
of Scnont*. Both of them are too credulous, a* we may judge 
from the follow.oganecdote prefetved in their works. A Jew be. 
witched a young gill, and while (he waa fleepmg foundly, tore 
away her matrix. When the girl awakened, and perceived that 
Ok warned fomethmg, fee began to cry. The circumftaace waa 
fbon fprcod abroad, and a vifit from the midwife proved that Qic 
had been deprived of her uteiur. The Jew, when a ecu fed, eon- 
(cited hia crime, and being condemned to death, waa ned to the 
tail of a borfe. A* the executioners were dragging him to the 
gibbet, he affirmed that he had fome very important fccrctt todif- 
clofc; but the pcifon who led the borfe pulbrd on, becjufe the 
Jews had promifed him a fum of money not to give the criminal 
any opportunity of fpeaking, left he (hould accufe them in his 
depofitions; and in conference of this he was quickly hung np, 
with hit bead downwards. Sec the chronicle of Richenus, in the 
third volume of the Spuilcgium of D'Achery. It it the ttd chap, 
of the printed copy, and the 36th of the original MS. prefcrvcd in 
the Abbey of Scnoncs. Scealfotbc 37th chapter, and Ruyr, /fr- 
ikoikuduUnta JcUfOttei dtil’e/ftt. Lpmal 1634, chap. 13 
and 16. 

In the college of St. Gudulc, at BrufTelt, there are ftill prefcrvcd 
fomc of ife (acred hofts profaned by the Jews. That of the con¬ 
tent de* Billctci, at Pans, is alfo known. See L'lfajkut <U /«* 
}Jlt Du a. Liege, 1781. 

(g) People arc not fufficicntly fenfible how much men are in- 
d'ued to draw genetal ooncluhons front particular fafls, and the 
hirtory of tlie travelicr, who wtotc in his Album, that all the wo¬ 
men of Biois were red haired and peeviih, bccaufc his landlady 
was fo, prefents us only with a picture of what is done every day. 

honfimut (Rtiutn Hungancar. Dccas IV. lib. 4. a.»d Decs* V. 
lib. 3.) relating, that tn 1494, the Jews of Tyrnau murdered a 
young child, afligns, as motives for thia aaion— Fir A, bccaufe 

they 


they hold it from thaie anccflors that the bloodof Chriftiatnnp. 
plied to the wound made by circumcifnn, has the property of 
flopping the henaoirhage. Secondly, this blood mixed with their 
food, flrcngthcns the bonds of tbeir mutual frieodfhip. Thirdly, 
the Jews being fubje& to periodical evacuations, Chnftian blood 
admmiftered in a potion it a certain remedy againft this incon¬ 
venience. Fourthly, an ancient decree, of which they make a 
rayftcry, obliges them conflantly to facrifice Chriftians in fome 
part of the woild, and precifely in that year, the Jews of Tyr¬ 
nau were commiffioned to perform thefe facnftccs. What pity f 
Pier ins Valet ianus, in hia hieroglyphics, allures us that the Jews 
purchafe, at a dear rate, the blood of Chriflians, in order to raife 
up devil*, and that by making it boil they obtain anfwen to all 
their queftions. 

The charge brought, in the lift century, againft fome Jew* of 
Mete, accufed of having killed a child in the village of Glatigny, 
is well known; the author of a work, entitled, AJkert Acetunt 

the Ttul #/ Ike Jem if Metz, appears to have been » little too 
credulous, but the memoir in the tf Saint J*ft % Vol. 1 . 

is a miferable refutation of it. However, the parliament of Meta, 
in 1670, condemned Raphael Levi to be burned alive, which was 
done ; ordered that the lenience Ihould be engraven on a plate of 
copper, and fixed to a pillar of cut ftone, erc&cd in the Jews' 
fticct, but thia was never executed ; and forbade them, under pain 
of death, to expofe io tbeir rites a crucifix, or any thing rife in de- 
viflon of Jefus Chrifl, the Holy Virgin, or other objeas of religi¬ 
ous veneration. 

The Jew* of Metz arc accuftomed to faft on the anniverfiry of 
ihe execution of Ripliael Levi, end to pey vIGt* of ceremony to 
lhe defendants of his family* 

(6) See hie DiiTeitirioo*, Vol II. p*ge to,, et fequeo Sede- 
ciet, Phyficien of Cherfei the Bold, bed ferved Louil the Xl.ld, 
in the feme cepeeity. If we believe the Cbnmideof Hitleujr. 
he diverted tbet ptioce end hit court, by fwallowin, e men, whole 
fen end heeds be bed cot off, end he efterwerdl brou E ht btm up 
elive. It i. even feid, tb« one d.y, in prefe.ee of the court, hr 
net . rert-loed of hey, .ojelher with the cenneo and the bo.lt. . 
which, perhepf, was not true. 


(7) S f, iP* 
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(?) Scriptorei Rcrum Mogunt acarum. T. III. pa g. 
fSj EndrAn Judrr.tbum, a vol. 410. 
f9) Hift. de Fran- Par le P. DinieJ, regne de Wii!ip.]e.|oog 
(to) The death of the Crand Mailer Mole i» a fubjed really ft 
for the theatre; it is furprifiag that no one ha» yet writteo a t 
ffdy upon it. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


(l> O.v thi. (uhjta -.find . curious paff.jc Ammiaou, U „. 
cell.ou. B. II. •• Mucus Aurcliua." f.y. he, .. p , m ^ , hr<) h 
P.UI1.IK m orde r. JO lo £jypr. being harr.lTed and fatigued 
„ wb ion. he exclaimed, in 

Q— dl! Olcnwri,.,! tt length, 
I have found . people till more rebell.ou. thin you." * 

klaimonides, in hi. Med MmcUm, part III. chap ,6 , c . 

zr usood ,e " fc> 

ib ZL. i 'T' " — '» "-‘r .hen, 

aboni.nate the worth,, p„d ,o rhefe animal, by .be Theban.,,he 
Memphites, and the Mendefianr. 

fi^TWfcHia.Ub. V . aecufe. them of de.efttn, .|| 

Bob anger, after many other,, reproaehe, them with the fame 
■hm«. », are .(Toted, tha, i„ Africa, they the- even more ha- 
Chriftiana, See L. tela. 


chap. v. 

0) AVTICUITEdewnl, p,r f e,^ 

(2) Lcurea de quclqaei Tnif* d 

T '• P*8« ... Pam, ,. ;6 . J Volta,,,. 

( 3 ) Seel.e.p,ofee , d’O l „fl( ra . 

l 1 ,lw *•**-«.. or mo. 
«b« Cermaa aad p or , ur . 1 . ° A numcrou *» comprebeads 
-nditiooi, the ut mk j |K , */***' 1,1 who admit oral 

* ,h * the pr, 4 e Met, Sec 

Secondly, 


t «49 ] 

Secondly, the Samaritan,, who are now found In 
b». «W* or Judea, -here they have fo m , < “,""^7 

» ( t -"*- *» b '* -ravel. CTuT 

partthird, reduce, thei, whole number to two hundred and St,.' 
Their principal place of refidenre ia at Ifaplour. the . \ 

Sichem, confounded, eery improperly, w„h Sam./.a b 1 C 
kelo, and other author,. They e.nt.n.e to offer up faeffee upo. 
Mount Gertrtmt and of , 1 . the Jew,, they the only fefl - 7 . 
perform that ceremony. Perfuadrd that the Englilh Jew. were 
of the fame fefl, they wro.e to them about the end of the l.ff c ,„ 
rttry Thetr letter, were addreffed to their brethren ,« cil , l, 

d "f 1 rt,Un '" 1 J 0, 'P h Scaliget and Ua 

dolph, who had wtitten to them. 

Thirdly, the Caraitea, who, in fmall number,, „e difperfed 
throughout Poland, Conftan.inople, and Egypt By enume 
rat,on, made about the tntddle of the tall century, and whtchca, 
be accounted only an approximation, there wete found to be of 
Ihta feQ uo more than four thoufand four hundred and thirty 
Some are of opinion, that they are the defendant, of the S advert- 
but this ta doubtful; for the Caraitea admit the immortality of 
the foul, and, by a neceffary eon lh , p„„iff,„, [mi „ 4 
reward, of a future life. Conftdered colleflively, they 
The booellcff people among the Jew,, and they „ c .if, 
moll fcnfible, for they tejea the tradition, of the Talmud They 
ate acquainted with only one vain ceremony, for they conftder 
prayer, aa of no avail tfthey have not lighted flambeaux near them. 
Trig,and boafla much of their frugality and cleanlinefa. He af. 
furea ua, with Cuneua, that the Caraitea, generally very rich, are 
fotnetimea embarrafled in marrying their daughter,, becaufe they 
have extended very far the prohibition, which relate lo eoafao- 
guinity; that on the other hand the Rabbiniffi, who deled them, 
will not enter into any alliance, with them j and that the Rabbi, 
nida, though they behold every thing with the eye of interrd, 
which abforba all their energy, choofc rather to renounce opo, 
lence, than have fathera-in-law who do not dote like themfrlvea. 
See Cuneua de Repub. Heb. Lib. III. chap. 8, and Trigland, Di¬ 
atribe de fefU Caraorum. 

n» 




p. 248-249 


Page 130 of 150 
























Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 




i 


[ *5 3 J 

The EOcaiim no longer cxift. Some authors have found frv^ral 
a which lh.» fed approach near to the Pythagorcaos . but 
hare they remarked the great caaformKf which there is between 
them and the Quakers ? The tflcmaoi were d.ll:n 5 u,Awd by 
an air of dignity, a fwipiicity in dref», united ao the moft f C r Mpw 
loiu regard to dcanliads, a fondncls for labor, the grcateA eon. 
cord among ihemfclvcs, and a mild and hofpitable difpofuioo. 
They kept no domrfhes, and eomndcred flavery as contrary to hu¬ 
manity ; war appeared to them an iofult to the laws of nature; 
faithful obfeivcis of their word, they never look any oath; m 
thrir religious affcmbhei, ihe mod enlightened, or he who thought 
h:mfcU to, rofc up to inftrult the reft. &c. Arc. \Ye fhoutd indeed 
believe this chara&er to be that of the Quakers. It would appear as 
if George fox had formed his doctrine from (he dcfctipiion which 
Jofcphus and Philo have given of the E^cmaas. 

1 have always been furprifed that the Jews, continual obje&s of 
perfceution, have not revived the left of the Rcchabitcs, and that 
they have not become S'omaJti. They have more motives for em¬ 
bracing this kind of life than our gypfies or wandering Bohemians. 
* (5) Ocklcy's Account of Fez and Morocco, dec. 

(6) BofTuct Hift. dcs Variations. 

(7) When the Mcfliit (hall appear, plcafurc will be at frequent 
as um, fays a certain Rabbi. 


CHAP. 


VI. 


(1) BALZE, a rich Jew merchant, having been put to the rack, 
ernfeffed the coafpiracy formed againft the houfc of Braganaa. 
See TAe Rnalulioas oj Portugal fy Viitet, The Jews are accufed 
alto of having delivered up Barcelona to the Moors: This u an ac. 
cufation of the Annahll of St. Bcrttn. 

(a) Journal Encydop. Nov. sere, 1781. 

U) Jcwilh Letters, Vol. II. page 170. 

(4) Travels through Sicily and Malu, by Brydone, Vol. I. ?*t e 
* 43 - The author of a woik on Geography, dedicated to Mile, 
de Croaat, (ays that the coirfpirscy waa difeovertd by an Arme¬ 
nian, and a converted Jew. We tcad alfo ol a Jew, who during 

the 
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.k« tig. ol Turn, by Chula V. {.vtd ,1* 

Chriflian (laves, whom BsrbarofTa intended to put to death 

(5) Memoires fur le Brandenbourg. 

( 6 ; Ockley's Account of Fez, dec. 

(7) E. b. page 77. 

( 8 ) Ambrofe Pari, in the eighth chapter of bis Surgery. See 
alfo Haller's PAifology. The leprofy penetrates walls feven fathoms 
thick, fays Joubert, in his Popular Erins. Book II. chap. ia. 

(9) Some writers affevt, that Hypocrifyhaving declared that the 
queen would remain always barren were the cdid fuffered to exit, 
it was immediately annulled. But I would alk any man of fenfe if 
fo grofs and foolifh credulity in the prefeot century, and m an en¬ 
lightened coni try is at all probable i When I afTertthat the Ik 
bertinifm of the Jews was the caufe of this revocation, I follow 
the account of a well informed writer, whole authority has never 
been called in queftion. It is that of Dr. Gueldres, a Jew known 
bv his long refidence at Jcrufalem ; by his navels into thefe parts 
of the ancient world, and by his EngliQi poem, entitled The IJra. 
elites on JUnml Herd. 

(10) See a Spanilh treatife, as curious at it is rare, entitled Las 
eatelleutiai ie las Hr At eat. Po r rl bailor I/tac CarJofo. Amft, 
>6’9» ' n quarto, and the work which format fupplrmcnt to it, in 
order to refute the calumnies thrown out agemft the Jews. 

(11) Buxtorf, Synagoga Judaic*. Chap II. IV. and VIII. 

(ta) See Let Ceremonies Funebrts de toutes lea Nations. Par 

Muret. Pans, 1679. Chap. XVI. 

(S3) Travels in England and Italy, by Mr. Archenholtr. The 
author of a work entitled London, Vol. II. is of a contrary opi¬ 
nion. He quotes the En-lifh Jews as very rrfpcAable people, 
firmly attached to theconflitulion, and whole capitals forma part 
ot the national riches. 

(14) Bens. Valcntmi. Pandefl« medico-legtlet. Frankfovt, 
1701. Vol- I. pag. 4, ao. Trsditus de Jvadaifmo. Cilia, 
s66o. Behrens Sclcfta Medica. Frank. 1708. Page c6, dtc. 
Hole ms Mi feel. Germ. Decas pnma. In Holland the Jews are 
fometimes admitted into the lodges of the Iree-mafons: hoc lot 
fome time pad they have been excluded at Berlin. 

(15) ToAat. Pnroo Reg. qucdionc odava. 

(16) Deci- 
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(16) Dceifioder tores. Augufl* Taurio. 1597* Second part 
Book II. chap. * 3 » &e - 

(17) Dodcca* lcgalu de Judxorum Rccepuone ac lolcrantil. 
Jen* 1700. 

(it) DcciGone* aurt*. Book II. chap. tj. 

(19) Hiftoire de Th*odofr, pn Fleehicr. Liv. TIT. and BoiflT. 
Differtations pourfieivir* L'Hiftoire de* Juif*. Tom II page 14, 
ct frq. The author of a Letter to a Mian dec. pretends, that 
the Jew* sever had a turn for making profclytr*. The author* a- 
hove quoted, produce proof* to the contrary, and the author of 
the Letter may choofe between falsehood and ignorance. 

(to) See Pisftanttomac eruditorum virornm Epiftol* erelefiaft. 
Amftrrd. *66o. There i» an eitraif of a letter from the Prefident 
of the collegiate church of Geneva, dated 163a, which relate*, 
that Anthony Lorrain, educated among the Jefuits of Pont-h- 
MouiTon, converted by Fcrri, minifter of Meti, and afterward* 
eery intimate with the Jew* of that city and of Venice, adopted 
their dogma*, and wa* burnt at Geneva in 163a. Bucer, Rit- 
tangcl, Bodin, Father Mena, dec. are mentioned at having Ju- 
adiaed in fccret, but thefe uncertain fafl* have not yet received 
the feal of truth. 

(at) Coocile Agathena. Chap. XXXIV. pag. 1389 and 1390. 
Edit, de Labbe. Concile. Venetian. 405. Chap. XII. pag. 

(at) Thought* in Pitfon, hy Dr. Dodd. 

(*3) Mullet. Dcfcnpt. de I'Egypte. Lettre it. 

(•4) Htft. de* decouvcrte* faitet, par, dec. 

(?5^ Botfli: Differ!*:. T. II. page 170. 

(16) Relation dea Pcr«* da la Mercy, 11 Royaume de Fea gt 
Mi roc rn 1687. 

(17) Bafnage, Liv. VIII. chap. 30. The Jew* pay foor kind* 
of taxes to the Sultan. Firft, for every male child. Secondly, 
for the right of having fyoagoguet Thirdly, for per million to in- 
ter thnr dead. Fourthly, for putchafmg tent* for the Mahometan*. 
The origin of thi* tax 1* a* follow*: Some Jew* having taken it 
into their Head*, to (ay that they alone fhould enter Paradife, 
the Turk* who were prefent, replied, where fhall we be then? 
The Jew*, intimidated, and not daring to exclude them altogether, 
decided that they would be admitted into the courts and 

sues* 


Inccnfequencr of thi. the Grand Vu, c , impofed a newta, 

.,0 the Jew*, in order to buy tent, for the Muffulmana, ind t0 &tU 
ter them from the indentracic* of the weather. See Effaia ( ur 
Par.*, par M. de Saint Foix. Tom. IV. page *33. & c . 

(a8) The Chronicle of SwilTeiland, by Stumpf, contain* woodes 
rut., reprefenting a Jew fulpcnded by the heel*, dofe to a dog. 
1 mutt here rcma.k that the Jew. have been expelled from every 
pm of Swiffcrland. and that none of them are found there now, 
A we except a few familiea is the county of Baden. 

Even at prefent, when the dog* become too numerous at Leg¬ 
horn, they are killed and thrown into the Jew's burying ground. 
Voyage dc Haffelquift, fecond part, pag 4. 

(* 9 ) 11 wa * needTaty that an edifl fhould hr publilhed from the 
throne in order to free them from corporal toll in Alface. Let¬ 
tre* patente* de 1784. 

(3c) Bafnage. Liv. IX chap. 14. 

(31) Shaftfbury’s Miftcllanics. Vol. III. Part fecond, chap, y 

CHAP. VII. 

(1) VOYAGE dc Roque*. Pari*, 1716. Tom. I. pag. to7. 
The learned Abb* Winkirman, in the fecond volume of hit Mi/pry 
«\f Art among the Antienti, allure* u* that the Jews formerly might 
have ferved a* excellent model*, and he remaikt with Jofeph Sea- 
liger, that no flat nofea are found among their defeendam*. He 
(sight have added that among the Jew*, children rcfcmblc their 
parent* more generally than among u. Two Jcwifh beauties is 
modern time*have made a deep impreflinn with thetr charms. One 
of them i* the buuutiful Either, beloved by CaGmir the Cieat, 
King of Poland. At the diflance of a mile from CaGtmr, which 
it the fuburb* of Cracow, there u fltll to be feen a (mall mount cal¬ 
led Either'* tomb. 

The other the beautiful Rachel, mitt re fa to Alphonfo VIII. 
King of Caftilk. That Prince having publilhcd a law forbidding 
die Jew* to cxercife their worfbip, the Rabbi* refolved to fend a 
young JewiQ* virgin to the monarch, and for thi* purpofe chofe 
Rachel. Alphonfo, (truck with her charm*, revoked the decree* 
but th« Caftilluo*, in a rage, put Ratbd to death. Thu fad. re- 
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fpefling whieh hiftorian* are divided, ha* furni£hed the UbjcQ 0 f 
a Spanifh theatrical piece. 

(а) hi Michael** Beurthcilung uber die burgerliehe verbeffciung 
der Judes roa Ch. W. Dohiu. 

(3) Voyage dr Miflon. 

Voyage de Norwege, par M- MalJrt, pag. *35. Benjamin de 
Tudria, obteived that the Jew* who had hero tranlpiaotrd into 
Africa, and above all Abyffima, for above fix centuries had be. 
come b.'ack. There have been many Differtattons on the black and 
white Jew* of Cochin, who heartily hate each other. When* 
white Rabbi enteia a fvnagogue where a black Rabbi ia praying, the 
latter 1* obliged to give up his place, and to go out immediately. 
As yet we have only very vague and uncertain accounts rcfpe&ing 
thefe people, but probably this didinflioo of black and white, 
indicate* only a darker or fairer complexion. The Europeans, 
both white and brown, are all called white in thofe countries 
where the complexion of the natives differs in a linking manner 
from ours. 

(5) Buchan's Domeflic Medicine. Haffclquift inform* us that 
the Jewa of Cairo are very fubjrd to the Tenia, which he attri. 
butca principally to their being accufloraed to eat abundance of 
fwect-mcats. 

(б) The paflage of Abrabanel is found in Reuffelius. Differt. 
de PcAilent. a Deo, Icc. at Dcuteron chap. 28, and in Carpcoviu*. 
Differt. de Fitio Homiais ad antiquum Dicrutn dclato, dee. 
Marc-Zinurs aferibes the hcmouhoidcs of the Jews to their me¬ 
lancholy. 

(7) Toftat on Firft Kings. Chap. 5. Bonfinius Return Hungl 
Decat 4. Book 3. dec. Alexander ab Alcxlndro gcnialium Dic¬ 
tum, B. tl. chap.16. 

(8) Cardofo. See the chapter ar« tela yfangrd. 

(9) Martial Epigr. B. IV. Rutilii Numam Itinerarium, For* 
moat. Perm B. V. Amnmnus Marccllinu* B. XXII. The au¬ 
thor of Jt«u Sjr,tj fays that they lofe their ffmk by baptifm. The 
Jew* retort thefe calumnies upon us, for the Rabbis affert that the 
Devil dtffufed a (link over Eve, which (he tranfmitted to all he* 
poller it), sod from which the Jews alone are exempted. All na¬ 
tions have a collc&on of afperfions more or left agair.fl thefe pv°* 

pie* 
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j>!e ; but iby inmijaw „f J, w ,„j ^ llm j(> 

-V. occupy Ihc flrfl plac. Wby. p,cjuk.cc „d 
wilhed 10 viHfy thy Gabyt. of Cafcony, and thy Caqucuy of Byy. 
u*ny, they wyry accnfed of ha.i.p a bad fmyll ,„d , j„ ia , 
•rigio. See the Abb* Venuti's DifTrrtationa. 

(10) Hrrquet and Saury a bribe their had fmell to the great 

quantity of garlic whieh they ufe. See Di/f>en/et de C*rtme, pat 
Mrequet. prem. par. chap. 38. Gngrofhie par Saury. 

T. II. pag og. Lemety. thefon, in the twenty fir A chapter of hia 
Tt ta t j t 11 Al.mtntt , and Beckrent, in the fccond feftion of SeUff* 
duttetit*, attribute it to their eating a great number of geefe. 

(11) Trait* fur la Sant*, et I*Education Medicinale des Fillca 
•ediutra au marriage, par M. Vend. Yverdun, 1776. 

(ia) Mr. Vicat, autho* of a Trcatrfe on the Hie* Ptdenira, affigna 
different caufea for this malady, and among others dirtincO. Fop 
this reafon the Jews in Poland art more fubjeft to that difordee 
than other people of the lower claft. 

(13) Trail* fur la Longcvit*. Mercurial)* de Morbis Cutaneit, 
Cap. II. Aldrovandut de Quadrup. btfuleis. Vol. V. Gefner d* 
fue Lib. I'. 

(14) Hid. Natur. Tome V. Varirtes de I'efpece humaine. 

(15) Vandermonde, Effai fur la maniere de perfc&ionner 1 'cfpcc* 
humaine. Paris, 1756 T. I. premiere parti*. 

(16) SyA*me Phyfique e« moral dc la fern, par M. Rouffel. 

chap. viii. 

(1) ESSAY on the Difference in the Number of Mankind, by 
Wallace. London, 1754* 

(а) Michaelis. 

(3) Simeon Lurzati. Difcorfo circa il ftato de gli Hcbrei. c. 13. 
Lancelot Addifon'i prefent State of the Jews. 

(4) Sur Mofes MendeHhon fui la rtforme des Juif*, par M. dc 
Mirabcau. 

(5) Schudt. Memorabilia Judaica. 

(б) Bafnage Hift. del Juif*, Liv. ix. chap. 3®. 

(7) Mr. deTurkheim TAmmoiftre. I confider it as my duty to 
rmbtace :hi* opportunity of teftifying my gratitude toward* h«m 

and 
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ynd other friend*, who here greatly aHifted me by their reties 
Ii.mii, and encouraged me by their approbation. One of thefc, 
abandoned to a wandering life at prcfent, didiparea hi* forrow 
by walking about, in I know not what corner of the earth. If 
ever this work fhoold happen to fall into his hands, he will fearo 
that I forget hi* wrongs to weep orer his misfortunes. 

(8) The author of Historical fcffays on the Jew*, Lyons, 177,, 
Vol. /. chap. 18. after fpcakingof the Jews of Comtat, fa y , t 
that in France we have none, bol at Bourdcaux, Metz, tr .i 
Siufiwgk. 

How many errors, in a few words, in a work otberwife refpeft. 
ablel The author is then ignorant that there are Jews at Pan, 
Lyonr, Rouen, Bayonne, Dieppe, Nancy, Lunnerille, Boulay, 4 f , 
Alfaee fwaims with them; their multiplication there is really 
alarming ; for in that country there are no caufrs at elfewhere to 
check their population ; but they cannot even fleep at Stralburgh. 
There is only one place where they can enjoy that privilege, vi*! 
the Hotel ofCerf-Berr, the proprietors of which being very rich, 
obtained tt.s favor from the court. The Jews have been feveral 
times ill treared at Stralburgh. Being accufed in .349, of bavin* 
p01 Coned the wella, two bnndred of them were burnt. Hence the 
ftrect Bisaiga/i, or the ttrvfi had its name, becaufc rt 
was the place of execution. The hirtory of the Jews of Straf- 
Krgh prefect, us with feme intereflmg anecdotes, which were 
•. known to Bafnage ; fuch among other., is the daily cuftom of 
founding a horn on the belfry of the cathedral at eight in the 
evening, and at midnight. in remembrance, fa,s a tradition, 
*b.ch, however, fome bay contnd.aed, of an attempt made 
by the Jews to betray the eity. 

(9) flfcker Difltiuiio .o.jgu.Ju d e Sutu « Junfdiaiow la- 
dxorum Argcntoiati, 1763. 

(.0) S« Lo Recherche. f„, |. P opo u„oo. P „ M. Moh«». 

—«- - — 

u, 01 M N«ur« Miraculia, L.b. I. , 

d " *■<<«», l». I. ch. P . M d. 

Ligate 
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De l'horame et dr h femme conr.drti, p h >r .<j U ,m t «: 
dans 1 c Manage. 

03 ) Spirit of Laws, B. XXIII. chap. 13. 

(14) They pnrehafe debta, and are even the proprietors or 
Chips; but notwithftandmg their avidity for gain, they never go 
to fea, or enter on board privateers. I never even heard that any 
of them difguifcd themfrlvcs to join the Buccanncrrs In general 
the Jews are not fond of a fa-faring life, from a drend, no doubt, 
of being obliged to labor on the fabbath day: their ai'crAon 
certainly had not the fame fcruples when they cruifed from 
Arumgabcr to Ophir; for though we do not know the cx*& 
pofuion of the latter, it appears that the pafTage was very long. 
Boulanger confirms what I have advanced ref P ®aing their averfion 
to navigation. Amicjuitc devoilee, T. Ilf. Liv. g. shap. 3. 

(13/ See his work entitled the year *44*. 

(16J In Germany, above all, where they are fo numerous, and 
frill mote in Poland, where the great employ tliem to torment 
then ferfs, they difeharge the office of furies. Mr. Cox, in 
his Trsvelt, reckons, that there are fix hundred thouiaad of them 
in that kingdom. The province! alone, united to the Audi ian 
Bates, contained one hundred and forty-four thoufand two bus. 
dred, when they wers numbered. Thia ia about an eighteenth 
pan in two millions, five hundred and eighty thoufand, feven 
hundred and ninety-fix thoufand inhabitants. 

CHAP. IX. 

(1) TRACTATUS Juris Germanici de Judcorum in Haifia 
peecipul Darmfladina Juribua atquc Obligatiouibus, by Gatzcrt. 
Gills. 1771. 

(a) Political Inflitutiona by Baroa Biclfields 

CHAP. X, 

(1) SEE M. Dohm licber biirgcrliche Verbeflerong der Ju- 
den, Ac. 

(* / Buxtorf. Synsgoga Juda.ca. Chap. 19. 

$ *(J) Thofc 




m. 
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JkoU who tWfifc *bo P««P» »' ,h * Wil ' 

, „„ puniihmert, *-*•'*' " 

..J io thi. wo, Id the *!-<« »»r »* thundered tank ,putt them. 
ltul U to fay, the row, ~ lutb h *‘ *" ,fta 

«,«, op., dog,, .od»«» lk * Hr «»• >od 

forly-eijht .. P,^U.h,» ,fe >~b.PPr<oh..« r««, rf , 

.hole whom they h..< i - o' 4 " 10 ** ‘ r " d 

fee * R»ohi can not only eMolee olh.it, but alto ... 

coBBuoictte aod abfolve himfelf. 

( 4 ) Dt rOrgucil Nauoul, par M. Zimmertoine. 

(j) MtiBonide. dt Idol, chap. 4 . «, «od to. 

(t) Here 1 fpeak after Bafuage, who tferlhta thu fecteute to 
IoIoboo Jtrchi, whilR ho quotet io a note, the HUkory of the 
Jewa, by SoloBon Beo Virga. 1 could not procure thole two 
author, to eerily thia quotation, end to know to whom the honor 
of tbit fine dectfion ought to be green. 

(7) Antiqutte devotlce, T. II. Li.. 4. chap 3. 

(»J Bafnage, Lie. IV. eh. 18. Reader, you Ihudder ! But, tell 
Be, it the Badoefa of duelliog among ua any other thing than 
thia principle reduced to praSicc? Many military gentlemen, 
indeed, abhor a codon, which makea them contemptible in the 
eye nf religion and of reafon t and the time will undoubtedly 
come, when, with one accord, they will renounce a brutality 
which muR eaufe a wife? poftetity to Wulh for the condudk of 
anterior >{<•, 

(9) Btfnagc. 

(»c) The clergyman of St. Solpice, having elfo refofed baptifm 
to this Jew, the latter drew up a memorial, in order to have a 
confutation upon it, and the rcfult wat, that thii ref u Cal waa 
brought before the Parliament, all the chambers being afSemblod* 
The memorial war printed for Panl Dameoil, in the Arcct de 
la Vicille>Draperie, tyga. 

(tl) See John ChriA. Wolf’a preface, prefixed to Nohh* 
Carwaras, ij Xhideektui, page it and 13. 

(it) Kefb&ioaa on the Hiftory of the Jewa, Vol. XX. p- $ l 

and |k 


• They will be fealded ia boiling dong* 


(»3) r»M 


t *59 ] 

(13) Toftel m Alphabeto, ia. Ling. DruCui, p. , 9 $. 

(14) Thu faft waa communicated to me by Mr. Enfheim, a 
learned German Jew, and a difciple of Mcndellhon. 

Net*. The fear of calumniating obliges me to f»y, dm in 
bringing forward thefe heavy charges. 1 have quoted fotne Jew.lh 
vorka only from tranUationa, the fidelity of which I will not 
warrant. Mr. Bing, a learned Jew of Mett, and my intimate 
friend, pretends, hat thefe dec.ftotu, worthy of an inhabitant of 
Bedlam, are not to be found in the works of the Rabbis, hut in 
obfeure tralh, or rather, are not to be found any where. He ac- 
cufea our author! of contempt, and would al^oll pardon their 
ignorance, to attack thrir honefly. I know that by’cxtra&ng 
feparate phrafes, and mutilating paftages, the meaning of writer* 
la fometimea perverted, and confcquencea are afenbed to them 
which they would difavow, though they may be agreeable to 
their principles. Out of regard to the Jews, I wife Mr. Bing 
may be in the right, and I b«g thia writer to examine my affer- 
tions. DifcufTioiu on oppofite Tides will produce ttuth. 

De rii c dill on* fiettir, il f ar t in (tinctlln . Volt. 

Even though all the crimes imputed to the Jews (hould be 
true, when we examine them thoroughly, they will appear lefs 
culpable than the nations by whom they have been compelled to 
commit (hem. 


CHAP. 


XI. 


(1) WASSEBOURC, Antiquitet de la Gaule Belg. L. VII. 
f. 4X0 and 481. The following proverb has long been known in 
Germany, Niffy it list city in ukuk then «< milker in Mrjktm, 
* Nimrod, nor 4 AWnaa ; that ia to fay, in which there is neither 
a Jew, a tyrant, not a leper. 

(0 A Jew who was hung for filing guineas, called that a love 
of the belles lettres. 

(3) Hill, dcs Rita cl Coutumes dca Juifa, par Leon de Modest. 

(4) Non feneraberit fratri tuo ad ufuram, pecuaiam, ncc fragrs 
nec quamiibct aliam rem, fed alicno, See. Dcuterooo. Ch. XXIII. 
*• 19 et to. 

C5) Tolht 3. reg. 5. 

$ t (fi) Pocock’e 


p. 258-259 


Page 135 of 150 







Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 



\ 

c 3 

[ ] 

(6; Pocoek'* Travel*. 

(;) * 7 ld» N°* 9 * 

( 1 ) Forgive me, my dear Bing, like Mendel flson, it i* by yoef 
virtue* that you with to xpologifc for your nation. I am (rr.Gble 
that this piVture will agitate your whole foul. I wrote it in 

Alfaee, at the time when the event* in qurftion happened ; it 
perhaps, a little heightened ; but my heart bled at the moment, 
and 1 wrote under the Impulfe of feeling. 

The work entitled Tit Obfcnatiani af an Inhabitant »/ Alfut 
„ Hr prrfmt Afair #/ tie Jtui in that Cauntry, is well known. 

The truth of the charges which the author alledge* have been 
contefted, and for my part, f would not imitate him in re¬ 
proaching the prefent race of |ews with the death of our Saviour. 

But has it been proved that hit affertions are all falfie ?—• 

(9) BouJiinvillieri, Etat dc la France, T. f. 

(6) The Jew* arc forbidden by the fage, fay* the Rabbi Bercai, 
to lend money to the Chnftiani, left the latter (educe them, and 
make them quit Judaifm ; but a Jew may borrow of a Chii&ian, 
w ithout fearing frduftion, becaufe, add* he, a debtor always thuc* 
the company of hit creditor. 

(7) Yea, and extremely -fertile. Even the moft incredulous 
dare not raife any doubt* 00 that bead, after the excellent differ* 
tation* of the Abb& Gurnee. 

(8) It i* for this reafon that Damhouderius, in hi* Lecit (laxt. 
niiui admenit. 9. pretend*, that the Chiifttans may exercife ufury 
upon the Turk*, a* they unjuftly retain what they have taken from 
im. With fuck argument* one may go very far. 

(9) Hugue* m Pfal. 14. 

(so) See Chap. (. 

CHAP. XII. 

CHAP. XIII. 

(1) SEE Le Glodaire de la bade Latinitc, par Du Cange, on 
the wotd 'atrfni. Matthew Pari* Hift. D’Anglsterrc. Velly, 

HiAoife de France. Reign of Louia IX. Vol. VI. p j8. 

(s) Fife he/. Nift. du Commerce d'Allcmagnr. Halle, 1785. 

(3) Other* very improperly aferibe the invention of maritime 
iafurancc to the Lombards. 

(4) La Cuiletticre, in hi* ancient and modern Lacedemon, 
allures ut, that all the Levant trade padcs through the hands of 
the Jew*. Totttacforl, in hi* Travel*, tell* ut the fame thing; 
but he evidently contradith himfclf, fiocr he fay* a little before. 
tHit the Armenian* are maArn of all the commerce of the EaA. 

The fame author extol* their honcfly, their frugality, dec. whilfl 

Cmelin* defenbes thefe Armenian* a* the greateft villain* on the 
earth, and capable of felling their father*, did they think of gan- 
,n l b * ftteh * ** fure - After thi*. 1 may alV. what confidence. 
i» there to be repofed in author* ?- 7 he only thing on which they 
a 1 agree 11, the deception and difliontfly of the jew*. 

(|) See note 4, chap. *3. 

(s) IN' Relation, dc Alcmania, at Papam Cregor'tum, apud 
Raynald. Annale* ccclcf. ad. an. 1273, No. 18. De Baono Ju* 
drorum, fecundum lege* Mtrno-fraoco furtcofes, quo re* asniffa 
vel furtoablatx reft tuto pretio recuperaijtur. 

(2) Traditui Juris Germanics de Judcoium in Haflia, dec. by 
Gattert. Gift*, 177*. 

(3) At Met* it it twelve per cent. 

(4) Concil. Lateian. 4. an. 1*15, ch. LX III. Concil Bittercnfr, 

•nni 1246, ch. XXXVII. dec. 

(g) Concilium Albienfe, an. 11^4, chap. LX III. Concil Mon* 
tifpel. an. 1248, chap. V. fit c. 

(6) Stabtiiraentum apud Melend. D'Acherii Spicileg. T. VJ. 

(7) Concilium Trifing. anno 1440, chap. XXI. Vita Pauli 
quani, an. 153,5. 

(8) Martcne. Thefauru* novu* Anecdotorum, U. I. p. lit*. 
Stabilimcntum Jud*orum fafclum Parifiis, Ac. 

Tra&atu* Juris German, dejudnor. in Haffia, Ac. p. 

rt 37 - 

HiAoiraadca Dc^qovertfi fa;t«* par divov* voyjgeur*. 

(6) The 

(SO) Ibid. 

(u) Cooeilum r.tir.fnfc quini. th- XV. tdifl. 

C lotah II. Rcgi* in fupra Synodo Concil, T. V. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

13. The dead (hall arife at the time marked out in the decrees 
of Cod, whofc oamfc be blcfTcd and praifed for ever and ever. 

(i) IN i«43, when Loci* gave a declaration for efl.Klin^ 

U*%t$ dt FiHd, hit intention wi» to annihilate «fury. 

(a) Cr«M ia the original, figoifio* both th« fun due and the 
written fecuniy. which five* the creditor a right to f«e the debtor. 

When I employ this term, it is always in the latter fenfc. 

Amen. 

We fee by the twelfth article that the future coming of the 
Medial is among the anmber of the Jewifls dogmas, jofeph AW 
bo, a Spanifb Rabbi, cenfured Maimomdes, and pretended that 
this belief waa not neceffary to fahration< He maintained this 
thefts, as we are told, to ftrengthen the faith of the Jews, which 
was (haken by the famous conference of Tortofa in 141a, where 

CHAP. XV. 

Jerome dc Saintc-Foi proved fo clearly the divinity of Jefus Chiift, 
that four or five thoofand of them were converted. I find even 

(i) SEE the critical work of Mr. Dohtn Bcurtheilung icbea 

dir biirgerlichr, dec. 

(a) A Jew no longer marnei his brother 1 * widow, but, ac. 
cording to ancient ufigc, the widow, in the prefence of witneffes, 
pulls off her brother itwlaw's Iboes, fpits before him, dec. faying, 
fin JLtll ki h Ittttfd uik* mil not raift up pofitrity to kis krothtr 
if Ij'-ul. The parliament of Bourdcaux paired an cdi£ com¬ 
manding this ceremony. 

(j) The reader will, doubtieG, be glad to fee an abridgement 
o?the*)ewifh confcflion of faith, fuch as it is drawn out by Mai. 
ssocidcs. It contains thirteen articles. 

r. I fmcerely believe that God created and governs the world. 

а. I believe that there is only one. 

y That he is immaterial. 

4. That he is the firft and the lad. Before him nothing ex- 
ifted. He will fonrive all beings. 

j. We ought to worfhip him alone. 

б. All that the Prophets announced and taught iatrue. 

7. The dodrine of Mofes is true. He ia the chief of all the 
fages, whether prior, contemporary, or poflerior. 

•. God give the law to Mofea fuch as we have it. 

9. This law ia invariable. Cod will not fubOitotn another 
for it. 

10. Helmowitb.bf.rl, the thought., and the adion. of men. 

11. He will reward the good, and puoiih the wicked. 

'*• Tl>c Me ®» W *U “toe. end I Dull alway. hope fot hi. ap¬ 
pearance, though U may be late. 

.3. The 

at prefect, that many Jew* complain that Maimonidca has mul¬ 
tiplied their dogmas too much. 

(4) See in the Lettres Edifitntvs, a relation of Father Gotani, 
in which be fpcaks of the Jews of the province of Honan. 

($) See Porter's Differtation on the Mahometan Religion, pre¬ 
fixed to Du Ryer's TranQation of the Alcoran. 

(6) They arwcallcd Maianoci. The author of ootea on OrUudo 
furiofu, page fecond, fays, that they are neither Jews dot Ckrit- 
tianis but this is falfe ; they are Jew* in feeret. If we believe 
U Croae, ia hi* Ihfitry of Chrijliwty in itkiopU, and B.fnage, ia 
his *J the Jews, Spain abound* with them, *nd they even 

(warm in all the convents. By the heft accounts which I could 
procure from that country, it appears, that at the time when tbeCe 
authors wrote, the Marannts were few io number, and that at 
prefent there are fcaretly any 1 and when the author of a work 
entitled Loudon, Vol. II. p. xfc>, ulU os, that from the year 17*0 
to 1740, more then te.ooo Jew* emigrated from Spain and Por¬ 
tugal to England, we muff fupprefs two cipher*, and perhapa 
three. 

(y) An obfervinon communicated hy Mr. Bmg. 

(!) 1 engage fonn la gi*e • tte.life long fine, projeSrd oo 
clerical education, and if 1 do not fuece.d, 1 Hall a, lea*ope. 
the way. and incite nlhetl to produce fomething better. 

(9) Sec the fupplement to Leo dc Modena’. Cuftomt and Cere, 
loonies of the Jewi, hy Riehatd Simon. 

„ CHAf. 

I 4 


p. 262-263 


Page 137 of 150 











Yale University Library 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 


|l!j ' 
\\ ,( 


r *6+ i 

CHAP. XVI. 

(i) BOULANGER. Antiqaiti devoilce. 

(>) Toltnd iofifti much upon this reafoo in hit treatife on the 
AarareA/i/rv* */ thtjeun i« £»gUmd. In that fmaii work, he 
gives thice principal motive* for naturalrling them. FirA, neither 
the Epifcopahans no* the Prcibytenaa* need apprehend that the 
Jc»« will Strengthen the patty of tbeir enemies by uniting with 
then*. they equally detet) both, and would be gtcatly interested 
to prefrrve liberty of confcicnce. Secondly, their addrefs and 
indefatigable ardor in trade, givet us reafon to believe, that they 
would be of the greatefi fervice to the arts and the fcieocea.— 
The third motive »» that which we have mentioned in the teat 
of thu chapter. 


CHAP. XVII. 

(») BARON Bielfield'a Political Institutions. 

(») Voyage de Tournefort, Vol. I. and III. 

( 9 ) Prefent State of the Empire of Morocco, pag. 83 and tog. 
La mage. Book IX. Chap. 19. 

(4} Mceurt det Ifraclius. 

(j) Perigrinatio Rabbi Pctacliiat. 

(6) Beniamin, llineranum, traduit par Baratier. 

(7) Hift. dcs DecoBvcrte* faitca par divers favans Voyagetirs, Ae. 

(8; Travels through Poland, Ruflu, Ac. by Coxc 

(9) Vie du Cardinal Commcndon, par Gratiam. 

(to) Many hiflonaos fay eight hundred thoufand. The reader 
is requeued to fufpend hu judgement, at wc Shall prove in another 
place, that this calculation u exaggerated. The expulsion 0/ the 
Jews tiom Spam, under Ferdinand II and that of the Calvintfls 
Sroai France, under Louis XIV. the motives that occasioned theS* 

1 evolutions, ana the efiefts thence rcfulting, might form the ob- 
jrQ of a comparifon, which would exhibit a very curious piflure. 

(»») Wheeler fays, that in Turkey, the Jews prepare the belt 
-■nt, ecaufe tbeir law forbids them to make any mixture. 

See 


L 
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Sec Voyage de Dalmatic, de Greece, et du Levant, par C. 
Wkttltr, Any?. 1689. T. I. pig. r6qct 170. 

(ax) CuQosns and Ceremonies ol the Jews, by Leo dc Modena. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

(t) MR. Du Hamel, of Mete, in a learned Memoir which haa 
not yet appeared. 

(а) Procop Bell. Goth. Rook I. chap. 8. 

(3) Thu fervice procured them liberty to crc&a Synagogue at 
Prague. 

(4) Commodore Chambers, and Dora Solomon, fon of Jechai, 
both a philofopher and a warrior, raifed by the King of Portugal 
to the rank of Camp-Mailer General, which ia the fiift inihuty 
dignity, commanded the army with fuctefs. 

In Ethiopia, there it a mountain peopled with-Jews, who art 
very numerous. Iu the Sixteenth century, they Signalled them- 
Selves by tbeir warlike atliont agaiittt the Moots. 

(4) The Emperor Fcsdmand III. granted them cxtenlivr pri. 
v ilegcs, bee a u Sc they had greatly contributed to the defence of 
Prague, when that city waa bcfi.ged by the Swedes In 1848. 
Their valour was alfo of great ufe to the Turks, when Buda was 
attacked by the Imperialists. This ctrcnmftanee rendered them 
odious in Germany and Italy. Let us remark with Uafnage, 
(hat they were the Sultan's Subject, confrqurntly (heir conduA 
was an aft of fidelity to tbeir Soveicign. 

(б) In 418, the law of Homrius, however, permitted the J-wa 
ift .ally entitled in hts army, to remain there. He enafls, that 
bis new oidmance Shall afford no caufe for any reproach; prr. 
fervea their eligibility to civil employments, and the tight of 
exrrcifing the profeSTion of advocate. See The Thecirfa a iede. 
Book XXXIV. dc Judris. 

CHAP. XIX. 

(1) JUST! Lipfii Polilicorum, lib. IV, clip- ». Ml* <*■ 
Union, of Stuiburgh . 71 *. 

;0 UrcrctCi. G.g. I*. tifc.V. «• 6. (j T , 
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($ To pity ihofe who go aAray, to pray fqf them, to lov« 
then, to ferve them, and to fympatbite with them, „ *j th t 
brother, ia order to gun them over to virtue md truth, ore very 
catholic text*, which fpcak forcibly to every heart. A prieft 

congratulates himfelf in difeharging a* far at he can, fo agree*bl« 

• duty : After thu, fhould I expeftto find people offended at my 
tnuntaie connexion with Proteftanu, Quaker*, Jew*, Ac ? Ac. 
cording to the feripture, we ought to treat the weak with teo. 
derneft; bat ought we to behave fo toward* the foolifh and the 
wicked f Ye who ara f»ek of the jaundice, will ye always fee 
every thing yellow ? A* you are five or fix hundred years behind 
yoar contemporaries, I (hall give yoa an anfwer fotne day ia my 
« p>Ole to the people of the twelfth century. I (hall fpeak there 
o# men who were foperior in worth both to you and to me; 
of the intimacy of Boffuct with Bolin*, Claode with Barnet, 
Crafmus with the pretended reformers, of St. Baftlc with a Jew. 
Wh phyfieiao, and of St. Jerome, obliged to jollify himfelf re- 
fpeding hit familiarity with the Hebrew*, and replying with as 
touch reafon a* vehemence, to make an elogium on hit mailer 
Birabanut, Ac. Ac. Ac. 


chap. xx. 

(0 JOURNAL dc Luxembourg, Septcmbre 1784, pig. 14a* 


CHAP. XXI. 

(1) POLITICAL Inftitution* by Baron BicWield, fecond part. 

(1) Spectator, Vol. V. 

(3. See on this fubjefi a fpeech by Mr. Lacrctelle, the Coo, 
> 774 . *« favour of two Jews. who had taken up harvctl 
h*r the company of MercbanU of Thiooville. Thia piece, written 
with warmth, diiplayi deep thought and fmfibiXty of hear*. 

(4) The old proverb which fay* grift 4 ll toji aJU, will be alwayl 
•rw. The mtatiable avarice of the Jcwt ha* occafioned the 6 c- 
c nc o inanofaAuict in Poland, that country bleffed by nature, 
by* Mr. CaroL. Voyage* en Potegoe. Laipzic. 1784. 

CHAP. 


[ *67 ] 

Chap. xxn. 

PE^ RE RA ha* always had for this people a predilcA.oe, 
which we ought to aferibe rather to the whimficalnef* of his 
head, than to the goodnefo of kin heart. At the end of hi* ire*, 
lifa on the Preadamile*. we find a letter addreffed to all the 
fynagogues, in which he announce* their fpeedy converfion to 
Cbriftianity, and their return to Jerufalem, which they will re. 
build a* well u their temple. The reader, perhaps, will not be 
difplcated to fee a fpecimea of this letter. I have though 
proper not to tranflate the Latin text, which it fingslarly curious. 
“ Salutem veftrarn vobit precatur, nefcio quit, atque utinam ex 
** vohia ubu* F Hoc rn.hi cam vobi* commune eft, quod vitam 
“ duco err at team, quxque parum conveuit cum otto meditaotia 
** et fenbentia, at fi vivo vitam veftrarn, moriar nti veftri, et 
•* moriar morte juftoium, quft veftra eft. Vo* autem fofpitct 
“ Dcua: vivjtc fcliecs in fpe veftrft, qun fortitudo veftra eft; 
“ durate et voimet rebut fecondit ferrate." In his trcaiife on 
the Recal of the Jcwt, a work now become fcarce, Peyrera dif- 
plays the fame idcaa: Cod will raifc up a temporal king, as 
illuftrioof by hi* juftice at hs» vidoriea; and tbit king will be 
that of France. The author's proof* are convincing. Fir ft, the 
two qualities of Moft Chriftian, and youngeft fon of the church, 
sreslcnbedto him by wsy of excellence. Secondly, if the So. 
vereigus of France have the virtue of curing the king's evil, 
which afftiflt the bodies of the Jews, much more have they the 
power of curing the inveterate maladies of their foula. Thirdly, 
the kings of France hare for their aim */nrj it fyj, and the beauty 
of the church it compared in feripture to that of the lily. Fourthly, 
France probably will be the place where the Jew 1 will be firft 
invited to become Chriftian*, Ac. Ac. Utinam 1 
(t) Differtatio juridict de Caufa Judrorum Tolerantia, by 
Boehmcr. Hal. Magd. » 735 * 

(j) Avi* aox Mclfin*, fur lent Sant*. Par M. du Tcnetar. 

(0 Mr. Emmery. 
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CHAP. xxn'r. 

. (i) VUES d un Politique du fcirirrae Slide, Hrttl do Recurif 
d< Raoul Spifame. Par M. Auffray, de I'Academic de Mete. 

(«) See Caafe Cclcbrca, par M. dc» LfTart* T. LXIV. p Mll ; 
*780. Caufe 171. * 

(3) See Addifon'a Treatife on the CbriAian Religion, tranflated 

ir.to } rrnth by Mr. de Corrtvon, with Dilfrrtations, dtc. Vol. Ill; 
page 83, ti at alio Sc i pi on 1* Mallei Lpiftola in qui tre* 

cximua ac nunquam vulgat* Jnfcnpttonea exhibentur. Veroax, 
ayja. 

(4) li excites ruriofny, indignation and grief, to fee, in different 
place a, all the pretexts which the Jewa, especially on the com¬ 
mencement of the new year, make to people in place, or to their 
fnbalteioa, in order to porchafe a dilhonourahlc protection. This 
tribute, pa d by weaknefa (oArcngtb, it conhdercd a* an annual 
debt. Where (ball unhappy people, already loaded wuh taxes, 
people wbofc arms are tied, and their meant of acquiring wealth 
fo limited, find enough to anfwer all thefe demand*> In his. dtl< 
■m! garret, the poor Ifraclitc, AiQmg the figb* of ^iii oppreffed 
heart, and yet condemned to live, may invoke the aid of death 
with more Sincerity than the fatigued wood-cutter. Generally 
(ohcr.hc pinches himicli with rcGgnation, and being for the mod 
pait a good father, he retrenches from hin children, but with great 
p*n. a few mouthfulU of their pitiful allowance, adds a few 
patches more to their torn gairocnta, and favea a few wretched 
halfpence, to fatialc the avidity of Lai pics who would devour even 
ku very table. 

In one of our cities iu France, a Jew being caught cxercifing a 
tiadr, he w,s dragged before the judge. “ 1 have fix children,'* 
laid lie, •' Aretehed out amidft filth. and dying of cold and hun- 
“ *<r; my brothel is about to be banged for a theft, commuted 
^ thcoughdcfpair: I beg that 1 may (hate hit punifhmcnl before 
** 1 become guilty.'* 

Let ns never cenfe to repeat, It is we— ■ we our Selves who 
have forced th c Jews to become wo.tblefs, and if wc ought to be 
p..rcd at any thing, it it that they arc not wotfe. Our anccAora 

facts* 
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ften filed the laws of Nature to the gratification of ihci t sens 
gcaoce. When (bell we difeharge their dehta and our own f (, ,( 
bv perpetuating the misfortunes of the Jews that wc acquire a ti¬ 
tle to the hrnedi&ions of pollcrity ? When lhall wc reftore thc 
r.ghts of humanity to thofe people, infulted by our prejudice, con. 
i:tiered, by hatted, as intermediate bemga between us aud the 
biutea, deprived of rank in focicly, feeing nothing around iHen* 
but contempt, and every where dragging along with them chaitft 
bathed in tcais ? 

CHAP. XXIV. 

(s) CONC 1 L. Parificnf. 5chap. xv. 

(•) Miguel de Rarrioi. HiA. Vnivrrf. Judaic. 

(3) We are affured that in Provence and in Spain there are 4 
greet many new nobility of Jewifh extraftion. Did this extraOioa 
pievenS a L'Hopital from being of a very illuArious fsmily, and 
Osanam a good mathematician? If the antiquity of a family, 
when proved, conftitutes nobility, the Jews of Rome might afpire 
to that prerogative, and take preeedcnrv of the greateA people in 
iurope. It appeal* that they are defended from the moA ancient 
Roma# families. Their Gkttta • is (till the fame as m the time of 
Juvenal. 

(4) Collet. Traite de* Difpenfes. T. I. Liv. II. chap. 6 . 

(5) At Padua the Jews are admitted to thc degree of Doftor of 
Phyfic. Some of the Get man uuiverfities have begun to grant 
them the fame favor. 

{6) Della Influenia, del Ghetto, ne! Rato, Ac. By Cotta* 
D'Arco. Venice, 178a. 

(7) Do in. Mangcrsrd. 

CHAP. XXV. 

i‘ THIS Benjamin de Tudela hat thought proper alfo to create 
countries. The following aie Specimens of his travels refpefling 
thofe countries which he t raver fed. Under thc Caliph Omar, the 

• The ftreef where*the Jews I*ve at Rome. 
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fan of Abdallah, who reigned only ten yean and a half, the fra. 
hornet am took thirty-6* thoufand town* or cafllei. It was this 
fame Omar who built a mofquc of the remain* of the irk found 
at the foot of Mount Ararat. Benjamin faw at Alexandria Ariflo. 
tie’* academy, which wa* a moft fuperb building, for people came 
from every quarter of the globe to hear that philofopher. The 
fubterranean paffagr, which ii found on leaving Pouflolo in Italy, 
was dug by Rotnulua, who was afraid of being purfued by David 
aa d Joab. I think I have read, in the fame author, that the Turk* 
are dcAituie of nofes, and have only two hole* in the face. Ben¬ 
jamin thu* explain* the origin of pearl*: they are formed bythe 
rain which fills on the 14th of March. The Pcrfians collcft thi* 
rain on ikt fnforfeits of the voter, and after endofing it ia fmall 
vafei, they caff it into the bottom of the fca, where it remain* rill 
September; fkiiful filbert then go in fcarch of thefe vcffels, in 
which they find certain reptiles, and when thefe are diffc£cd, 
they take the pearl* from their bodica. See Btnjomin's Tracts, 
Itta/tUitj Ur. Barstict.—lt it pofbblc to believe that this rtdico. 
loo* notion, refilling the foi(nation of pcasls, was formerly 
adopted by feveral writers? We find it relaud, but not quite fo 
abfurdly, ia the works of a man whole writings cannot be IM 
much read aad admired. Traiti it t'amtnr it Ditnfor S. from. 
I**» it Stlts, Edition in P. Felton , dc Stucy. B. III. ch. a, and 
B. IV. ch. 6. This author fays, after the naturalifb, that drops 
of dew fall in the fpring time, which difpetfing thcmfrhe* over 
the futface of the fca, the pearl fhcllsopcn, aad receiving thefe 
drop*, convert them into pearl*. 

(a) Jofeph Ben Oorion, or Coriooidrt, has written a hiftory of 
hi* nation in Hebrew, and this nonfenfe has rendered the works of 
Jofephui, written in Creek, of no credit among the Jews. Thia 
Rabbi, of the tenth century, pretends to have lived at the time when 
Jcrufalrm wa* beficgcd; and he fpeak* of AmSoiJtnnA Ol'aeo, two 
erne* which did not ex.ft before the fixth century of our *ra. If 
we believe him, Alexander had one eye black, another blue, and 
yrv lharp teeth. Armenia and Chorazan, two provinces tor- 
on klKedoma, having revolted, Philip fent Alexander to 
uce them; but during that time, one Cabronius, King of Bre- 
goe, came and took the (ify of Sitceionia. Alexander beirg in 

Ada, 
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A". iher^tree* which fprung from the earth at fcuMife, and 
which afterward* entered it, cock* that vomited forth fi, c . bud. 
w hich (poke Creek, and men without head*. See Jt/tfk Hen (,,/m 

*' infoted ky Gtjnier, 

(j) See the Rsbbinical Bihliothcque of Bortokxci, m fout vo¬ 
lume* folio. 

(4) The Jews, however, have had many other great men. F^» ( 
a Rabbi, who always returued fortj-cight anfwer* to every ques¬ 
tion, at if one good anfwer had not been fufficieot. Secondly, 
Abba Saul. who, burying the dead, fonnd AbUlom't eye, ia 
which he concealed all hu body, except the nofe. Thirdly, the 
Rabbi Klieccr. Though the firmament were converted into vcl* 
lum, and the water* of the Cea changed ioto ink, all thi* would 
not be fufiuicnt to write what he kocw, for he bad formed threa 
bandied precept* rcfpc&iog the method of fowieg cucumbers. 
Thi* Eliczer poiTeitcd a thoufand cities, and in one of thefe citiea 
there were an hundred and eighty thoufand maikcta, deft hied (or 
the (ale of a certain kind of coofc&ion. Bafnagc inform* ut that 
we mud not take thia hyperbole in a literal fenfe, a* nothingelfe is 
jneaoi by it than to figmly a very rich man. Fourthly, the Rabhi 
Achcr, who wa* not damned, though he blafphrincd agautA the an- 
gel Metation; for, imagining that Cod alone had a right to fit 
down in heaven, he could not comprehend why thi* angel bad a 
ftooi there, which made him believe that theie were two ptinci- 
pier. Fifthly, Judai the Holy, who was humility atfelf. Having 
learned that a woman wa* to fpit ia hra facer by tie order of her 
hulhand, he pretended to have a fore eye, and begged the woraaa 
to fpit (even time* on the at tea fed part. Sixthly, the Rabbi C ha¬ 
rt** > a, who offered to remove all the doubts railed by the prophe¬ 
cies of Ezekiel j thia wa* agreed to, aad three hundred ton* of 
oil were gives him, to afford bin* light whilA employed in hia. 
iearned lucubration*. Seventhly, -another Rabbi, whofc rune I 
am foiry to have forgot, for he was fo cunning that he outwitted 
both Cod aod the devil. Having herged Satan to carry him to hea¬ 
ven, in order that he might fee the glory of the faints aod dx m 
peace, the devil contented to gratifyiiitn. A* toon aa the Rabbi 
strived, he faw thq door of heaven open, and rulhiog in, Iwore 
that he would not gooutagiio. Cod. " ho*was unwilling to otako 
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furprizcd by the arrival of the Sabbath, had not time to finiIk. 
One muft not (have a little time before the commencement of the 
Sabbath, for if any accident Ihould happen to the razor, one would 
let U P the proper feafon of prayer. On that day people ought not 
t > pare their na.l*. uniefs they have a fplit nail, nor look at their 
image in a mirror, hr • woman, curious in her drefs, might fee a 
hair deranged* and be tempted to put it in ill proper place. One 
mav ferape the dirt from ones fhocj againft a wall, but not againft 
the earth, left it Ihould appear aa if ooe were filling up a ditch. 
Whoever haa hu hands dirty may wipe them with the Uil of • 
horfe or a cow, but not with a clean towel, left the ncccftity of 
walking it Ihould make people break the Sabbath. It is not law- 
faJ on that dav to write on a wet table or on albei, but one may 
write in the air. The ancient doAors agitated this queftioo — 
Whether it was allowable on the Sabbath Day to kill a fcarpion 
when peaceable in its hole, or in the highway : .iJAuc fub J*due 
lilt/. Scbaftian Munftcr fomewhere relates that a Jew having 
fallen into a privy, the reft would not extricate him on that day 
becaulc it was the Sabbath, and the Chriftians would not relieve 
him the next, bccaufc it was Sunday. Whilft Mofcs was on 
Mount Sinai, to receive the law, if a cow bad approached the 
mountain (he woulJ have incurred capital puniftiment; but bow 
many judges were neccllary to pronounce the fentencc? Twenty- 
three or ferenty-two? This abftrufc qucllion, propofed *n the 
1 almud, it not yet decided. 

The reveries of the Jews concerning the root Baaras, which is 
of the color of fire, arc well known. This root deftroya thofe 
who touch it. To pluck it up, they dig the ground around, and 
tic a dog to it, which immediately burfts. On the Behemoth, 
which every day eats the graft of a thoofand mountains. On the 
fifii leviathan, which at one gulp fwallows down another filh, 
which is only three hundred leagues in length. On the bird Bar. 
juchst, which covert the fun with iu wings when they are dif» 
played. An addle egg having dropped from its oeft, crulhed three 
hundred large cedars, and overwhelmed fixty cities. On a frog 
as Urge at a vi Uage of fixty boufet; a ferpent devoured it, and 
tl i ferpent was eaten by a crow, that afterward, went and perch* 
-i on a tree. The reader is left to judge of the rtfseftitc B/c 

of 
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of the ferpent, the crow, and the tree. This f.fl i, invonttftiblc, 
for the Rabbi Papa faw the tree On another doao,. who, 
going to bathe, heard a celeftial voice, which pronounced the 
following words : “ Do not bathe there, that gulph is fo deep, 
“ that a hatchet which fell into it feven years ago, hat not yet 
M reached the bottom." 

W hat have they not faid of God, who dancet with Eve, con* 
veifes with the moon, and aflet her pardon for having made bet 
fubordinate to the fun ; w ho formerly amufed himfelf with Clear¬ 
ing worlds, and who, become more skilful by repeated trials, 
was at length able to form ours ? When he created the univerfe, 
be left towards the N’orth an opening which cannot be ftiut, and 
he confuted himfelf for this, by faying, that if any one ihould be 
fa audacious as attempt to pafstohim, he would oblige him to 
clofe up that bole. Cod no longer poutiTe* on the earth but four 
cubits extent cf ground, on which he fits to read the Talmud. 
Cxfar one day being defirous to (re the deity, the Rabbi Joftiu* 
begged God to appear, and the Eternal yielding to hit requeft, 
retired to the diftancc of four hundred leagues from Rome, 
where he roared, and the noife of this roaring caufed the walls 
of a city to tumbledown, and fcvcral women to mifcarry. Cod 
having approached an hundred leagues nearer, roared again, 
upon which Cxfar, ftruck with terror, fell from his throne, and 
all the Romans loft their grinders. 

Adam was of fudi an enormous flaturc, that he touched the 
firmament. This ridiculous aflettion hss given birth to a tiuth, 
Cays the author of Tie Nt/ery oj Uaniixd, who confidcrs it in • 
moral point of view; but fome writers have ferioufly main- 
tamed, that the flature of the fiift men was proportioned to the 
duration of their lives. Mr. Hcnnon, of the Atidtmy ffhfifip- 
tl"*, after having cftablifhed the refpeftive ftature of males and 
females, asbeiog m the proportion of twenty-five to twenty font, 
afugos to Adam an hundred and twenty-three feet of height, and 
to Eve an hundred and eighteen. He reduces Noah to an hun¬ 
dred and three, Abraham to twenty.feven, k c. However, 

according to the teft.moiiy of a certain Rabb-, Og king of Baftan 
had ftill the bone of bis thigh fo long. Lut a ftag purfued h> 

hunters, employed half • day to run along it. lh * • l " e i 
T a having 
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cut up by the root* * mountain of three league* In extern, 
placed it upon hit head, in order that he might throw it upon the 
camp of the Ifraelitea; hot Cod fent a worm, which made a 
vertical hole >o it, fo that it fell upon the king’. Ihoulder., and 
fened him a. a collar. Before Abraham, people were not ac¬ 
quainted with old age ; hut that patriarch begged it of Cod, and 
introduced .1 into the world. When he went into Egypt, he 
(hut up hi. wife in a coffer, but Ihe could not efcape at the 
cuflom houfe, where every kind of merchandite wai AriAly 
examined. After the creation, Cod ordained that man ftiould 
foeexe only once, and then die without any preceding diforder. 
Jacob, however, obtained an exemption from this law; he 
fneexed without dying, and thin fign of death was changed into 
a fign of life ' All prince, were informed of it, and ordained that 
freezing for the future Ikould be accompanied with thanks. 
Mofe. for killing an Egyptian was condemned to death; but hi. 
Beck became fo hard, that the cimetar employed to put this 
{entente in force, broke to pieces, and rebouoding killed the 
executioner. The devil having thought proper one day to go 
and knock down fome apples in David's garden, the king heard 
the noife, and immediately defeended by a ladder to feire the 
plunderer; but Satan (of a wicked race fiom father to fon) 
pulled away the ladder, and David fell. Elias being opprrffed 
with grief, beeaufe the people had abandoned circumcifion, Cod 
in order to comfort him, promifrd that this misfortune ihould 
never more happen. For thia rcafon, when that ceremony 1* 
performed, a chair is placed for the Prophet, who aflifts at it, 
in order that he may not be deceived, unlefs he forefres that the 
child will become a Chnftisn. When people weep in the night 
time, the flats mingle the-r tears with theirs. The cocks crow 
in the morning, bccaufe they hear the gates of heaven opened. 
A Rabbi, incenfed sgainft his cock, flayed it, broke its bones, 
and put it into his kettle, where it began to crow again. Not- 
withflanding my refpeA for the Jcwifh doAors, 1 find it very 
difficult to believe all thefc pretty things. 1 might have confi- 
derably enlarged this note with abundance of abfurd tales, which 
are fo many mfultt offered to teafon, and often even to the dig* 
V*v of manntii. See more of this fubjeft iu the Mifoa, Inf¬ 
lated* 
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fated by SureohuGul, in Buxtorf, Bafnage, Bartolocci, Jacquclet, 
Bullet, and in the learned work which Mr. Paftorct hasjufl 

pub!..Tied, Ucftt cenftdad at a Ltgjaler and a Uotalijt. 

One of the raoft celebrated writiogs among the Jews is the 
Pirlt .iMol, or Stnltacet 0/ lie Rabin. We find there exquifite re* 
fie A ions, as for example : " By offering to Cod whatever you 
“ have you reftore to him his own. He who does a good aAion 
“ acquires a proteAor. Prepare for death a day before your laft 
*' hour. It is better to be the tail of a lion than the head of a fox; 
" the laff among the good than the firff among the bad," dec. But 
ihefe excepted, what a monftrout mixture of trivial maxims and 
abfurd affettions do we find, efpcciallj io the fifth chapter I Cod 
created the world with ten words; be will therefore punifli the 
wicked more fevcrcly than if he had created it with one. Tea 
prodigies difplayed his power during the Egyptian captivity: 
Eixft, no woman mifearried by the fmell of the factifices. Se¬ 
condly, a (ingle fly was not feen in the places where the viAias 
were flaughtered, dec. dec. Cod created ten thingt on the evening 
before the fabbalh. The opening which fwallowcd up Coran, Da. 
than and Abiram ; the wells that followed the Ifraeiites in the wil. 
dernefs; the mouth of Balaam’s afi; Noah's ark; the fepulchrr 
of Mofcs, dec. 

Reader, you will be compenfated for perufing thefe ridiculous 
fables, by the following cxtiaA, taken from the fifth chapter of the 
.if pi(uahon cj tie H'orU ,written by the Rabbi Bcdarcbi, and Uaof- 
latcd by Mr. Bing. 

Source of corruption ! Deceitful world ! What can I hope 
from ihy hand but vain fplcndor and fading gifts ? Cxnft thou 
bellow durable and real bleffings, thou who art the fource of folly ? 
Enough, and too long have 1 meditated on thy ongrn, imagining 
thee to be capable of rendering me happy, but I have found 
thy conflilution whimfical and weak; I have feen ruin in all 
thy parts, and thy difmal end io thy formation. Convinced of 
thy infignificance, 1 ha* publifhrd thy flume. Shall 1 then go 
and dill render thee homage ? Shall thy perfidious beauty fl.n 
enchant me t Canfl thou give delight to my eyes, whilft my hesrt 
hath learned to defp.fc thee ? Who will attempt to draw a falu- 
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nfy jjice from a poifooous fruit? "’bo booeyin the 

Micafe of a tyftr?" 

•• Thou ciowncfl vice and humbled virtue ; thou galhcreft around 
theca vile and bafe populace; thou makeft a fign to the wicked at 
a distance to approach thee, and thou turned away from the man 
of worth who i» clod by thy tide 

•• It ii by thi* that thou ffieweft thy treachery, by laying fnarei 
for thy own votaries, and it » by this that thou caufcd thyfelf to 
be abhoned, by driving kings from their thronrs in order to raife 
up flares in their Acad. Foolifh world, thou devoted the houfe of 
the tuft «o dcflrufiion ; thy fury exhales a devouring flame on the 
majcfliC cedan of Lebanon, whild it refped* the humbled bufli; 
thou eifaced crime*, and throwed a milk over the out fide of the 
bwA hideous ob/C&s, in order to veil tbe ma>ks of their infamy." 

And to whom dod thou coohder thyfelf as ufeful, bafe de¬ 
ceiver ? Is it to tkofe on whom thou bedowrd thy cared' s, in or. 
«Jrr to fuck their blood ? To thofe whom thou rendered weak, 
that they may fink down under thy blowa ? DrefTcd out like the 
Aurora, thou Auncft for a moment in their eyes, but fcarcely had 
thou attrafled their looks, when thou difappeared altogether." 

•• Thy fplendor for a moment illuminates the head of thy favor¬ 
ites, and then it is convened into darknefs : fomriimes fortune 
appears chained to their triumphal car, and fornetimes they are 
obhgvd to cover thcmfclvcs with the rags which a footman has juft 
quitted i to-day their radiant forehead appears to be the afylum of 
fc'tnity, and to-morrow thy vengeance purfues and attacks them, 
while mifery and death difpute for the pr*e." 

44 I compare thee, and 1 think I do thee honor, to a fickle drum- 
pet, who lulls her flaves afleep in her arms, and lavidscs her favora 
upon them i die then becomes capricious, hei hatted buids forth, 
and fbr no longer knows a brother or a lover." 

" Time is changeable, his works are dill more fo, they hang by a 
hair, the leaf! breath agitates them in every dircOion, and every 
moment brings viciffitudes. 1 have confidcred his magnificence, 
and I have freo only folly. I have confidcred him bimfelf, and 1 
have beheld (crpents concealed under hit feet." 

** ® ***** *bo« caufcd me to bear thy yoke, but tboucand not 
-ecci** ttc ; the more thou cart (left me the mote thou warned me 
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to Jhuo thy foares: like tbe timid lamb, I fulTer beTe below in G- 
lence; the remembrance of the pad fills me with melancholy; tbe 
prefent gives me uneafinefs, and I tremble for the future. I drag 
myfelf heavily along wherever thy imperious lawconduds me; I 
obey it, though with reludance, till my drength is exhaufttd and 
my blood dried upj then — 'I efcape from thy power." 

(14) Syftcme phyfiqueet moral de la Femme, par M. Round. 

(s5, Women, among the Jews, cannot be fchool-midrcfles, be- 
caufe they do not deserve that refped which people ought to enter¬ 
tain for their tnftruAors. One muA go often to fee ones reafter, 
never quit his houfe, but, by retiring backwatds, pull off ones 
dockings, and rend ones clothes when he is dead ; but they would 
be afliamrd to pay thefe honors to a woman; a woman ought to 
wafts the hands, face and feet of her hufband, pour out drink for 
him, 4 c. There are certain obfervaaces to which the women are 
not fuojedcd, or at lead lefs rigoroudy than the men; but this 
fmall advantage isfuffscient'y counter-balanced by their abjrft Sate, 
dependance, and the abfurd and indecent rite* which they arc im- 
penoudv obliged to obfcive. The Rabbis have often gone beyond 
the maik, by perverting the fenfeof the Scripture, and carrying tbe 
obfervation of thefe ceremonies too far. It was not enough to 
caufc women to employ the bath, dec. dt c. A ring which has not 
been taken off, and which may have interrupted the comaA of the 
water, it fufficient to invalidate the ceremony, and it mud then be 
renewed. The Mofaic Isw very wifely reflrained matrimonial co¬ 
habitation. Waa it neccffary that Rabbinical precepts (hould in- 
full tnodedy, by ordering women to infpea themfelres daily, to fee 
whether they have not legal uncleannefs, and, io cafe of doubt, to 
feod the itirme, or darned linen, to the Rabbi, who decides the 
queftion ? This euftom is very ancient. St. Jerome fays, (omc 
where, that when the dofiora cannot determine by the eye, they 
have recourfe to another fenfe: tbia office it, without doubt, 
very refpeaable, fincc David difeharged it, according to the Tal¬ 
mud. A puocefs, wifhiug to try the fkill of a Rabbi who was re- 
puted to be very expert in this way, fent him feventy ktttms, 
tinged with as many kinds of blood. but being unwilling, through 
decency, to fay what we are going to write, that one of them 
t oged with the blood of lice, he fent her a golden comb-an r«- 

T 4 b,<B1 
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Mem which difplayed hi* capacity. «nd prince:* could not 
help admiring talents fo rate and fo ufcful to humanity. 

We flial! conclude this note with the following anecdote. Cod 
bring defirousof creating woman, did every thing that he could, 
but in rain, to make her good, lie waa unwilling to foim her 
from the held of the man, left fhe fhould become a coquette; 
fiom the eye*, left fhe Ihould be addilied to ogling; from the 
car* or mouth, left fhe Ihould be a prattler and a l.itencr; from 
tSr heart, left fhe fhould be jeaiou*, or from the feet or hands, 
left the fhould ramble about too much, and be inclined to pilfer, 
ing: he therefore formed her of a rib, and notwitbilanding hit 
precautions, fhe pofleffet all thofc vices which he wifhed to keep 
her free from. Tbit description will perhaps appear fojuft, faya 
Ksfaage, that we ftiall be inclined not to rank it among the nun, 
bet of vifiom; we ought rather to believe that the doctor» w.fhed 
loexprefs a truth in figurative language. 

(it) Card#/#/ai Exalitnciui, &c. // man Jit par ktnra a fu wagrr, 
kaurtdji fncfnt, par (> htek a» j it fu (true y /a tojhlla .• 

b. 

(18 The Cofri is a polemical treatife on religion, efpecially the 
Jrwifb, by the Rabbi Juda Levi, who flounfked about the middle 
of the asih century. Wc are indebted to him for a very pathetic 
elegy, in which he deplore* the dcflru&ion of Jcrufalem. The 
reader will, no doubt, thank Mr. Bing for having tranflated il, 
and us for inferring it hete, with the addition of a few note*. 
This lyric produ&ton will, above all, pleafe thofc who are fond 
of the pomp of the caftern ftyle, who are acquainted with the va¬ 
lue of the word entity among the ancients, and the enthufiafm of 
the Jcwsfoi that beloved city which waa the centre of their religi¬ 
ous and political government. •* Sion, haft thou forgot thy un¬ 
fortunate childien who languifh inflavety? Haft thou effaced 
Iron thy remembrance the remains of thofc innocent flocks which 
forme.ly fportrd in thy peaceful meads? Art thou mfenfshlc to 
t *»c vows which they addrefs to thee from every quarter into which 
the mctcilefa raxager has difpcrfcd them ?** 

• The huiVand that honors his wife honors himfelf, beeauft fhe 
'* W * r,! > part of bis (!efl». 

«• Doft 
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them on thy deferted mountains.’* 

“ H *‘ hop*, however, ii nol yet umkiUtti, al ptt[eali wK ., 
I f.,h over Ihy wron,,. my pl.intive , cfcmk| , , h( 

of the d.fm.l bird, of night. Shall , „ y „ f bopt „, lkf 
gtmtion ? Sh.ll toy fool be the ioUtument of joy, t0 chM , 
hymns and fonga of praife?" 

•• Bethel, how the remembrance of thee rend, m y heart > thy 
f»ao.ey, where the d.v.oe M.jeSy appeared to ever, eye, whoe 
the azure gates of heaven were never (hut.** 

•• Where . my of the glory of the Mn* High edipfed the IU, of 
day and the luminous orbs of the night.'* 

<• Why cannot I pour forth thi. oppreffed he.rt in r.ght, where 
thy (pint, Almighty Cod, diluted itfelf over the eltB of thy pro- 
pie ?" 

“ B,fe mortal., thll place ia holy. It i. concerned to the etev. 
nal Ruler of heaven and of earth; but bate and ra*. Have, ha.e 
dared to pollute it.*'* 

Why cannot I on rapid wings cleave the vail capsule of hen- 
vrn >— With a heart lotn by grief I would dray midi the confuted 
heaps of thy ruins.’* 

J * There my trembling knees fhould fail under me; my fore- 
head Ihould repofe on thy dull; 1 would embrace thy ftoncs, and 
my lips fhould kifs thy alhes." 

“ Shall I be left fcnfibly iffefled at the tombs of my sneeftora, 
and w hen my eyes are eagerly fixed on Hebron, which contains the 
rooft refpcAablc of monuments ?"t 

** There, in thy atmofphere, 1 fhould breathe air ai pure as 
*ther; thy dull fhould be dearer to me than perfume, and thy 
torrents more agreeable to me than rivulet* of hooey." 

# It was at Bethel that Jacob faw the rayflerious Udder, and it 
was there that he exclaimed—How awful is ibis placet this is the 
houfc of Cod and the gates of heaven. Gen, ch. tl. 

♦ The tombs of Abraham, Sarah and Ifue, in the case of Mac* 

pfUb, near Hebron. 

•• Dia- 
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.. ...Sr,,*. ..a without I •“"M travel, thrfc 

(r™ -*•« <“P" b 

*nC«M vifi. tbofr where the earth opened to receive th- ark 

^ coven... fh T eheruhimt, m «dc, .har.h, *W 

ooc foir if wi«h «»>*” f*ri»ig«oot band*, ft ill tinged wub 
th* blond of «h 7 children.*' 

„ There would 1 tear ro 7 Mattered locks of hair, and their*, 
uoni 1 would {end forth tgrinfi the day that (hone upon thy 
fUM, wo.id be •/«*» 'onfolalion .o my defpai,.“ 

„ What othet, alaa! ean t • toy wbtlll I fee familhed doge 
contending foe the dill palp -J hn.b. of thy heroet!” 

„ I abhor the dec, iii ' 11 odiOTi tn me, it enablea me to 

f„ the erowt making a tep.'l em the careafe. of thy prtneea." 

•• Cop of btttemeft— fatal cop!—I already regorge thy naufe. 
dai liquor —Ah! foffer me to breathe yet once more. I anil fa. 
t ate my eyea anth thil d.lmal fpeSacle. Yet once more will I 
think of thee, Oolla-o! thn, Ol.baf-and then w.ll I fwallow 
evert thy arery daega." 

•• Atoufe (tom thy lethargy, queen of eltiea! Awaken, O 
Mon, behold the inviolable and tender friendfhip of thy faithful 
■dorm 1 ’* 

.. They figb tor ahy misfortunes, they bleed ftill for thy wound* ; 
(Sr hope of feeing thee happily revive i* the only tie that bind* 
them to life t from the bottom of their dongeona their heart! fly 
towards thee, aod when they bend the knee before the Eternal, 
tfcctr head* arc ioclioed toward* thy gate*." 

• Atmoft all eriticks, both Chriftiam and Jew!, »giee that 
there vu no aikin thefecond temple. Jeremiah, forefeeing the 
misfortunes of the country, hid it (Macc B. II. ch a) in a ca- 
nti of Mount Nebo, Arc. A Rabbinical tradition add* that the 
lock opened to receive it, and that it never again appeared. 

* Thtfe are the name* of thofc two famoui filler* whom F*e- 
kitl mik'-t ute of to mark oat Sam aria and Jerufalem. See ite- 
hi*!, «hap. *3. 

r * «• O bca- 
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•• O heavenly country'-Can the proud Babylon, with all ... 
grandeur, equal thee? Can it. deeeitful carle. he com ‘ ’ 

thy d ivme prophet* ?" r 

“ The P° m i’ ° f idoU “ •>“' empty Cmoke, thn, po , (r M 
frail ar themfeleei; but thoa, O Sum I (halt endure l„, 

•• ror the Cod of the univetfr delight! to be adotcd uithin 
thy walla 1 happy ii he who (hall be numbered among thy mhabi. 

Upts." 

“ ,lj ppy ** who fincerely deftrei It! tehen thoai Ihalt aeife 
1 ke Aurora, to diflipur the datknrfi that furtouodi tbee. thy 
mild light (hall reach even to him." 

“He will behold thee atife more beautiful and radiant j he win 
(hare in the delight* referved for thy ckd.” 

CHAP. XXVI. 

(1) Lcttre* fur different fujeti, icriu* pendant Ic court d’ua 
vovagr, par J 4 . Jean Bernoulli. Berlin, 1797. 


OBSERVATIONS en the E/labliJhment and Papula* 
ticn of the JEWS at METZ. 

y H C eflablifhment of the Jew* in that city it at old as the year 
S88, fince at that epoch Gombert, the dean, brought fome 
complaint* agamff them. Sigcberl de Gembloun taught there m 
the tath century with fuch fucccfs that the Jews even ran to hear 
hi* lcfTons. In 1365 or s $56 they were expelled, and the year 
following four families obtained there the right of naturalisation, 
by the inter eft of Mailhal de Vicilleville, Governor of the city. 
In the following table, cxtra&cd partly from the public papers of 
the province, one may trace their progreffive increafe in it. 

Families' 

Towards the ecd of tba rrigo of Henry III* 1 T * 

la 
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fiaiiitti 

Is 1603 — " T~ * 4 

Forming, in all. «*© individual* 

In 1614 - ' " ** 

In 1624 ■- 76 

In *647 -- 95 

In 16*1 Met* contained *0,710 inhabitants, of whom 4381 were 
Prottftants, and 795 J ewl - 
In i 7 « 5 . 3 °°» a °* •* many families. 

I, ,-,g . ■■■■ - 480 fatniliei. 

And then they were limited to that number, which has decreafed 
j al7 gg - . — ■ 410or 420 families, 

including ftrangers, forming 1865 individuals, according to an 
enumeration made February the *6th, 1788. 

Livres Sous Den. 

The Jews of Met* pay annually to the family 

of Brancas —* ■ — — to,000 


Of capitation —— -- 

9688 1 

Tot i&dnftry — ' 

For the twentieth part of their houfea—they 

770A 7 u 

occupy about 170 . „ - r. ia.« 

3455 

To the hofpital - - 11 

5 ® 

For a penfion to the vicar of St. Scgolcne 

200 

For lodging foldicr* — ■ • — 

5 <x> 


Vlakuig about 1733I. 51. tod. Acrling. 

About 8000 litres are received from 1500 Jews, difperfed 
throughout the generality as an annuity due to the Brancas; but if 
we coa&der that picfcnta given on the commencement of the new 
year, Lc. may amount to tsoo livres, the fum total of the import 
rrn.Moa entire. Then come the internal cxpcnces of the coramu- 
nrty and fynagogue, confidence rents to be paid for funk capi- 
^ e - kt. dec. It is not enquired whether a Jew ought to live 
and be clothed and fed with hia numerous family i burthenfome 
capescci weigh down hts nuicry, and fear flifles hia grief. 

The 


t 185 •] 

Th, Jew‘ of Mete. foe .bout 6, T « n , have v , i(u 
tbetr births, marriages, and burials. | (hould have 

tremcl) glad to have featehed the whole. anJ ,.l , *** 

..... to have m aie out 

ubl« of mo.ml.ty in order to obum pom.. 

tbt tablet f01 mod by Mr. Waagenleia, in Sweden,Mr. Matcotelle' 
it Thnuioufc, ,idler Ir Cotit, at Montmoitnei, it. l kouldla.i 
r.00 brtc gl..i to c.IcuImc tbt number of twi* a .d ttiplt btnkV 
violent and fudden dcatba, and the duration of Uvea. I am how' 
crcr Happy in bring able to fay that the fynd.ca of the Jc.,6 
community very politely geatiiied mycunofity. 

But rcgillei. are exceedingly imperlefl; there are nmifliont in 
them, and they feldom mention the age of the dccetfcd, to that 
very ofleo one cannot diAinguiib the young fiom the old t and if 
one founded a genealogy oo tbefe regi&eta, it aeouid be impoBblc 
to follow the degrees of defcettt. Records of thti nature deferve 
the attention of the civil government, and it is of the bighell im¬ 
potence to the Jewl, above all, that they fhoulu have a ptcecdent 
aoalogoua to thofe which we follow, and that they fliould be 
obliged befidea to make out a rcgtller of thofe wbo obum dW 
voices. 

Being defirous of laying niching before the public but whit • 
founded on truth, 1 have confined myfclf to an ertimate of the 
births and deaths of both males and females, of which I givr a 
table for the courfe of thirty*two years, and of marriages for 
twenty’fair. Thefe years do not follow each other fuccefTivc!,. 
bus they run from 1740 to the prefent time. I muft alfo ohfervr 
that my table does not contirt of columns correfponding to ir e 
years, but of thtee columns which correfpond with the moot)*. 
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■ OXTHt. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Ju'y A 

Auguft 

September 

oaobcr 

November 

December 


l 

,S6 ] 

SIXTHS. 

I ,U,.A1.. 

•49 

,«9 

1 .69 

*•5 

>95 

ifi* 

104 

• 17 

9t 9 

S19 

iqb 

•97 

181 

318 

SCO 

2:8 

*34 

*4* 

*43 


1 ;6 

213 

■ ;« 


Total. 


* 5*4 


38* 


By calculating the duration of going with child, an attempt baa 
been made to deleimiue the time mod proper for fecundation ; 
but hitherto few data have been obtained. In Sweden, the month 
mo& abuodant in birth*, i» September, ami the Icaft abundant ia 

June. 

At Paris and Montmoreoci, the month moil abundant ia 
binha, i» March, and the leaft abundant ia June. At Thouloufe, 
the nod fruitful montha are January, Oaobct and November, 
the lead fruitful arc June and July. 

In my table the-e is a point of comparifon with Thoulnufr ; 
the moft fruitful months are January and Oaobcr, the leaft fruit, 
ful rebtuary and April. Tbc difference in number between the 
moh and the leaf! fruitful is fixty-eight. 

The toul of bitths. Boys - * 34 ® 

Cull 1*3® 

*384 

which it lit boys mote than girU, or a twenty-third part. Th.a 
differs from the ubfervation of Mr. D'Espilly, areordtng to whom, 
the exceft of male bitths ia a thirteenth part, others fay a fif¬ 
teenth ; but the constitution and regimen of the Jewilb pcop.e 
may occafion confidcrable differences. 


• 584 births in thirty-two years give anar'i 


1 near 81 


and the Jewifh community of Melt, being compofed of 1865 
individuals, according to the enuntetauon of February 23d, 17&8, 

there 


l J 

' v " ,ot 

Me it reckoned for every twency.five. 6 m.iy 

Ihf fum total of drotha ia. Me. and Bov, 

Women and GM, , . 


wMek ia f.aty.one met, and bay, move than women and 
To that there are two hundred and feveo birth, mort than death.! 
but the excefr of bitth. .ill appear much greater, if wc eonOder 
that foreign Je.a and flrangen often die in the hofpttal of the 
community, and that Hill oftener the Jet of the generality, 
even of Lorraine, who have not yet a burying ground, art ba- 
tied in that of Metz. 

2377 deatits in thirty two yeara give earn/ tianufw feveaty. 
three deaths, (I omit the fia&iona) and for 1863 individuals, 
one for tweoty-five and a half; but we muft here apply alfo the 
observation which we have made icfpefling tbc foreign Jewa 
interred at Metz. At Montmorcaci the tnoft faul month is 
March, and the leaft fatal is June. At Thouloufe the moft faul 
are Auguft, September and October, the leaft feu I February, 
March and April. We ftill find a new point of compaiifon with 
Thouloufe in our table, where the moft fatal months are Sep- 
tember and O&obrr, and the leaft faUl February and November. 
The mean difference it 74. 

In twenty-four years, jit marriages give about fiatren annually, 
and in * *86$ individuals one for every hundred and fixtccn. 

The months moft abundant in marriages, aie February and 
November ; the Icaft abundant April, May and Julr. The mean 
difference ia 3a. In April and May, that is to fay, the interval 
from Falter to Whitfuuday, marriages arc prohibited except 
on two particular days. 

AVr*. F01 four or five years part, fome young Jews at Berlin 
have printed a journal in Hcbtrw, which ia ciiculated among 
theu nauon, and even among that of others. In this woik they 
have add relied a very pathetic letter to their brethren enrolled 
in the Imperial army. In the eyes of the fynagogue thefe literary 
men are guilty of an atrocious crime; for it is a heinous olfcoce 
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acbl of the infallibility of the Rabbi., and to pretend th,t 
hvflctl, mttbtmitictl ftudiet, Ac. cm at lead be a. ufeful a, 
,edict tod difguftm* difcttfltoo. m the Talmud. Al. 
ready they have been honored with the hatred of donees, and 
the clamour of the envoi..; hot if the fyn.go*ue ha. pronounced 

fenteoee apinll them, ,ht V * ,e * c q“' lt,a “ ,hc b *' ol 
They will contribute toward, the reformation of the., people, 
And this, perhapt, it the dawn of a gloiioa. nod happy day. 


f I N 1 S. 
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